Ep 198 Faithful Through It All Testimonies to Begin
2025

Fight for your Marriage podcast celebrates hope for your marriage

through Jesus Christ

Lori Lassen: Thanks for joining us for the Fight for your Marriage podcast with Charlene
and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage through Jesus
Christ. Happy New Year. It is the first podcast that we are releasing of 2025 and we are
S0 excited to be here. Excited to be here. I'm by myself because my mom, who is
usually with me, picked up a cold over the Christmas holiday and she is coughing if she
talks too much. So we gave her today off and said we'll do this one alone. So here | am.
But I'm happy to be here with you. I'm excited for the start of a new year and | hope that
over the holidays you had time to reflect on what the holidays are really about. Reflect
on the birth of Jesus and, and what that means for us as Christians. But | hope that you
were also able to, just feel the presence of God and to minister to other people. You
know, it's so important that we are outward focused people and that is such a blessing
to us when we get to do that. And so | hope that you had wonderful Christmas and New

Year's holidays.

It's not too late to restart your New Year's goals

If you're listening to this, on the day it releases, it is January 15th. And so we are not

too far into the new year. And I'm wondering if you've made any goals or if you are a



person that does the one word where you choose one word to focus on for the year, or
maybe you're a resolution person, but | want to know how it's going and so, you know,
it's not too late to restart. | heard somebody talking about dieting, saying that if you
mess up on a meal or you mess up, and have some candy or whatever you do that
you're not pleased with. When you're on a diet, you don't need to say that you've ruined
the whole diet or you've even ruined that day. Just start over. And that's a good lesson
for us, as we're living life, you know, whatever happened yesterday is done. So just start
over. We are reading through the Bible this year. Every year we, encourage you to read
through the Bible and we make a resource available that you can use as you read
through the Bible. And this year we have switched things up a little bit and it's now
available as a PDF download. So that opens it up to our international friends that have
wanted to be included in this, that now they have access to it. And we also have started
a Facebook group for people who are reading through the Bible so that we can together
go over what the reading said for the day and challenge each other with thoughts and
questions. And so if you are not part of that, | want to encourage you to jump in. And if
that's a goal of yours to read through the Bible this year, start today, it's not too late, you
can catch up, or you can just make January 15th your start date and end next January
15th, that would be fine. There's never a wrong time to jump into this. So | hope that you

will, get involved in that with us.

We asked you guys to share your testimonies over the holidays

Well, we asked you guys a couple of weeks ago to tell us what happened over the
holidays. And it's a time where we see people that are reaching out to their prodigal or
some prodigals decide to come home for the holidays. And we just wanted to hear what

God was doing in the lives of so many people. And | want to share a few of those



testimonies that we received today. before | share those, let me read a scripture for you.
This is from Philippians, chapter three. And starting in verse 12, it says, not that I've
already obtained all this or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do, forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. And | hope that as we're starting the
new year, that's what you're doing. You're forgetting what is behind and you're pressing
toward what is ahead. And you know, we are stuck in the middle of two kingdoms. We
live on this earthly, kingdom that we have to exist on today, but we also have to be
heavenly minded and looking towards that kingdom that is to come. And so | hope that
today you are encouraged and you're motivated and you're ready to see what God has
in store for you this year. And | think hearing these testimonies from these few people is
going to add to that encouragement because I, was listening to them as, they were sent
to me and they just put a smile on my face, just hearing what God is doing in the lives

of so many people and
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also their ability to notice what God is doing. And so, that's my challenge for you as we
start this new year. Be on the lookout for what God is doing all around you. And | Hope
that you start to really be overwhelmed with seeing his presence. So enjoy these

testimonies.

The big prayer that God answered in 2024 was a prayer for husband

and daughter



Testimony 1: The big prayer that God answered in 2024 was a prayer where | asked
God to make a way for my husband and my daughter to go with me on a church
mission trip to Costa Rica. That was in June of 2024. And God answered this prayer. So
all praise and glory to God. He made a way. Even though, my husband was sort of
reluctant, he wasn't excited to go on this mission trip. He, he was reluctant to go on the
trip, but he said he agreed to go because our daughter was going, our 16 year old
daughter, and so, and even my 16 year old daughter | would say was also reluctant to
go. but | know that all things are possible with God. And he made a way for both of them
to go with me on the mission trip. And that was a huge blessing. My husband actually
met one of the. Not the pastor from our church, but a pastor from a different church.
And this other pastor, he really liked him. And he kind of kept talking about him. And so
| know God was working, you know, building those relationships. and the other big
praise that | have. When we got back from the mission trip, my husband, he was the
first time that | saw him really express sincere remorse for his, infidelity. That was from
2014. that's a whole other story. But even though it was 10 years later, he had
apologized to me before, but it was the first time that | saw him, he looked like he had
two. And | could hear the regret, | could hear the remorse in his voice. And it just felt like
it was the first time that it really hit him, what he did. And it was something that | give
praise to God for because | had actually prayed that | would see him really express
sorrow over his infidelity. Because even though he had apologized, | never really saw
the sorrow and the regret. And that was the first time that | really felt like it was a
sincere. Not only was it was an apology, but it's hard to describe. It was m. More than
that. It was like | could actually see it. | could tell that it really almost like that it had sunk
in for the first time, what he did. And | know he was feeling the conviction of the Holy
Spirit. And that was very shortly after we returned from the mission trip. So | know the
Holy Spirit was working and is still working, in his life. And even though my husband is

not saved yet, | claim that he will be Saved in the mighty name of Jesus in God's timing



that God will, as the Bible says that you know, it says that he rescued us from the
domain of darkness and transferred us to the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ. And |
believe that God is going to do that for my husband and for my daughter as well. I'm not
sure if my daughter is saved. I'm just not certain that he is. and so | continue to pray for
my husband and my daughter's salvation. And | know God is faithful. | know what he's
done in my life. | have seen how he rescued me and how he answered the prayers of
family members that had prayed for me and even strangers that had prayed for me for

over 20 years.

Testimony 2: This past year the Lord has really shown me his faithfulness. at the end of
2023 | had gotten word that my husband was going to marry the other woman or enter
into a non covenant relationship. And the Lord spoke to me through many dreams and

up until the last minute my husband didn't want to go through with
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Testimony 2: it but ended up going through with it. two weeks later he came home. he
came home when | was not around and | was out of town. And that began a just year
long battle of him making his way back home. And today at church | was reminded of
Psalm 124 where it says if the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel say. And
thinking back at how God has just been working in both our lives through this entire
year to where this New Year's Eve we got to spend together, he began the process of
filing for divorce. We purchased a home together, and just really moving in mighty ways.
And at the end of Psalm 124 it says praise be to the Lord who has not let us be torn by
their teeth. We have escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare. The snare has been
broken and we have escaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven

and earth.



Testimony 3: | was blessed this Christmas by covenant. Spouse is married to the other
woman. But he came to our daughters, just him. He came to our daughters for
Christmas dinner, Christmas luncheon and it was really blessing. We had a great time
together. We just talked and shared a lot about past years and it was truly a blessing. It
lifted my heart. And yesterday he went to the local farmer's market and bought meat for
me. So | have food to eat. another blessing God has used. Even though he's Married to
the other woman. He has used my spouse to, bless me in many, many ways. thank you
Lord for all the blessings you've had my spouse bring to me and that | go to all from you

using his face in Jesus name. Amen.

Testimony 4: | have been standing for my marriage for over seven years. several years
ago, well, about three years ago, as | was reading my Bible, as I've been spending time
in my Bible every day, God has blessed me with this. I've never been able to do it and
now I've been doing it and | look forward to spending time with God every single
morning. Anyway, while | was reading my Bible this day, | thought God said to me,
distract from your circumstances. Now this is about three years ago. And | knew he
meant that. | was all too consumed with my marriage, my husband and everything we
were going through. And you know, | wondered, how can | distract from my
circumstances? And | heard God say, ignite a passion. And | thought, ignite a passion.
And he said, within you. And | said, within me. You know, | raised three kids, I've been
married 35 years almost. And what passions do | have right, aside from raising a
family? Anyway, after this | started trying to distract from my husband, put him on the
back burner and pay more attention to God and wanting more of God in my life and
praying for his leading and prompting for his guidance and to open, you know, open the
road that he wants me to follow, help me to follow, that road. Anyway, he's allowed so
many beautiful things, including a missions trip to Africa. | have been able to fly a plane.

something | didn't expect was to ignite a passion for horses. So at 63 years old, I've



been riding for over two years now, and through this time of praying for his direction and
leading. One day | was listening to Focus on the Family, which was uncanny that |
heard it because it was 6:30 at night. And | usually listen to it every day about. Not
every day, but | catch it about 12:30 in the afternoon. Didn't even know it was on at
night. I'm listening to the tail end of an interview. He was dealing with a woman who has
a horse ranch and rescues horses. Not only does she rescue horses, but she couples
the horses with people with kids that come to visit the ranch that are hurting and
struggling. she has seen miraculous things happen by God's mighty hand. And | said |

gotta get this book. | got the book.

Minarar: God has orchestrated this whole thing. | have such an

amazing testimony

| read the book, and lo and behold, at the back of the book it talks about coming, to visit
the ranch. Anybody can come. And not only that, come and volunteer if you'd like. They
actually have an Internet, but you can come and volunteer. And | thought, | would love
to do that. Well, so many months, maybe even a year later now, | am planning a trip

Cross
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country to go and visit the ranch and volunteer there for a couple of months. I'm taking
my dog and we're taking, getting in the car and we're going. And, today | realized a
passion of mine 40 years ago was to take a car country trip with my mom. And we were
almost going to do it and other things got in the way and we never got to make that trip.

she's no longer with us. But, that was a passion and God brought that to my attention



today. And so what | want to say is God says be so and know that | am God. And
absolutely he does not want us just sitting there and waiting. he wants us to be active.
But the more that we pursue him, the more he'll pursue us and open those doors and,
and lead way. And | am living proof. God has orchestrated this whole thing. | cannot tell
you so many things. and if | can get this in real quick. | bought something off their
website. When the box came, | opened it up. | felt the presence of the Holy Spirit. |
couldn't, shake the feeling. | was telling people about it for a couple weeks. Finally, |
emailed them generically and they emailed me back the next day because I told them
my experience. They, said we pray over every item and we pray over your name. Now if
that's not God telling me where to walk, to walk through those doors, | just, I just, I'm in
love. I'm in love with my God. And, that's my testimony. And | hope you can use this.
God bless you all. Thanks for all you do. You are a big part of my testimony and will be

and always will be.

Testimony 5: | have such an amazing testimony, but I, am a Q time bestselling author as
well, and | actually help families navigate through family court and CPS issues which
are because of the detriment of the home, of the covenant of marriage that we see this
horrific situation happening in our country. And the Lord has used me to protect these
homes and to lead people to repentance. with the covenant of marriage, with all these
adulterous remarriages that we See that the church, most churches, quote, unquote,
sanctify or just completely condone. and | have seen so many miracles in my own
family now. | went to pas de bo and the Lord got a hold of me. my husband was my first
love and our first marriage, and this is now over 30 years later. | can't even begin to tell
you all the miracles the Lord has done. He got ahold of me. My husband went into a
second marriage. Any relationship | ever tried to get into, the Lord just would stop me.
And praise the Lord for that and wake me up and show me what the churches weren't

showing me. the truth in the word of God about, you know, covenant marriage. And it is



till death to do us part. and what's recently happened is a couple years ago, the Lord
began to open the door. my husband got out of his adulterous remarriage and he did
get into other relationships that have failed. and the Lord has gotten a hold of him. we
actually, for the first time in over 30 years, spent Christmas and New Year's Eve
together. | had to come back to New York. But so much healing has taken place there.
You know, it went from resentment and upset and hurt and anger and the Lord just
working in my heart over the years. And I've also had another marriage, that divorced in
our, in our, my husband's family line, which would be his brother and my sister in law.
And | prayed for their marriage and their marriage is restored and they remarried. And
over this holiday break they told the testimony of others who witnessed their remarriage
and they were so encouraged by it that they remarried their covenant spouses. So God
is moving. | cannot begin to tell you how instrumental Rejoice Marriage Ministries has
been with my walk during this time and how such an encouragement that family. |
received emails from you and it just keeps me going and I'm able to encourage others
and | tell everyone, | don't care how long you've been standing, short or long, it doesn't
matter. Just continue to stand for your covenant marriage because God is in that 100%
and it is his heartbeat. As a matter of fact, covenant marriage starts in Genesis and
ends in Revelation and it's all through the whole entire Bible. It is God's heartbeat. God

bless you, Rejoice Marriage Ministries. And | look forward to 2025.

Lori Lassen: Well, | hope that those testimonies really brought a smile to your face as
they did to mine. It's so encouraging to just hear what God has been doing in the lives
of so many people. And, you know, we had one out of those testimonies who has a
prodigal that's come home. The others are not there yet, but they are seeing God

moving in other ways in their life. And | hope
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Lori Lassen: that just solidifies to you that you can see God all around you working day
after day and what he's doing. And so | hope that you were challenged by those
testimonies and that, you'll be praying for these people. You know, these women, are

sharing what God's been doing. And it was such a blessing.

Men, get involved in the fight for your marriage podcast

And we didn't have any men submit testimonies this time. Time. And so, men, I'm just
calling out to you because we need to hear from you. And there's a lot of men that are
standing and other men need to hear. So guys, get involved. | know the guys can be
quieter, but get involved and share your testimony of what God's doing. So thank you
for being with us today. we have some exciting episodes coming up in the future and
testimonies you're going to hear from. We're going to tackle some difficult topics, and, |
think it's going to be a great year on the fight for your marriage podcast. So thanks for

being here. God bless.
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