Ep 208 Testimony of a Restored Marriage - Charlyne
Steinkamp Part 1

Fight for your marriage podcast features testimony from Lori and

Charlene

Charlyne Steinkamp: Foreign.
Charlyne Steinkamp: Foreign.

Lori Lassen: M. Thanks for joining us for the Fight for your marriage podcast with
Charlene and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage through
Jesus Christ. Hi, welcome to the Fight for your marriage podcast. It's Lori and Charlene,
and we are so excited that you're here today to listen to this episode. We have had
some requests to hear Charlene's whole testimony, and so we sat down and recorded
that, and, we went back down memory lane and thought back through some of the
events that have happened in your life. And today we're going to share your testimony.

Well, part of your testimony with, our listeners today.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes. And it was so exciting to start even thinking about it and
going down memory lane to prepare is so special to me. And I'll never, never forget alll

the Lord has done in our lives.

Lori Lassen: All right, well, | hope you enjoy this episode. | hope this testimony is an
encouragement to you, and | hope that it just strengthens your faith as you're on the

journey in praying for your marriage.



Charlyne Steinkamp: And | want you to believe that nothing, nothing is too hard for the
Lord to do. But | must remind you, read your Bible regularly and also pray special
scriptures with your husband or wife's names in them. That is so powerful. And | still
pray for all the husbands and wives that are having marriage problems around the

world because God created marriage and he hates divorce. Enjoy this episode.

Bob had a short temper early in your marriage, but things improved

later

Lori Lassen: Let's go back to the beginning and, hear a little bit about how you met and
what life was like when you first started dating. | know that you were both set up on a
blind date because your fathers work together at the same hospital. And so they got
together and said, | have a son, | have a daughter, similar ages. And they introduced

you, and, you went on your first date to where.

Charlyne Steinkamp: We went to a concert at a church on a Saturday evening.

Lori Lassen: Okay, so that was your first date. So how long did you date before you got

married?
Charlyne Steinkamp: Less than a year.
Lori Lassen: Yeah. So you had a quick courtship and getting to know each other and

then getting married. And during your dating time, did you ever see any, behaviors or

anger issues or anything that were concerning to you during your time of dating?



Charlyne Steinkamp: None at all.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. So you get married and what was life like, after you got married?

Charlyne Steinkamp: | was very surprised early in my marriage as to, seeing Bob,
another Bob with a short temper and that, ah, he would get, upset very easily. And |

never saw that before while we were dating. And so it was very surprising to me.

Lori Lassen: Did it just seem like a short fuse and just answering, you know, with not a
good attitude when you would ask a question. Or was it like, anger issues coming out

with, like, violence?

Charlyne Steinkamp: One particular night we were talking about something, but
somehow | said something and he picked up and threw a lamp. And I've never seen
that happen in my mom and dad's marriage at all. and my mom and dad had a very
good marriage. And it was shocking and scared me. It really scared me. So I, went over
to my mom and dad's house and they always ate at 10pm they had a tradition that they
used to have coffee and tea and a snack before they went to bed. And so | went over
that night and talked to them and, they said, that's, you need to pray and you need to
ask God to intervene in this because you married for life. And we, we are shocked and
surprised, but we're going to pray and ask God to intervene and touch, him, whatever,

that we have not known that he's had any temper issues.

Lori Lassen: And so then as the years went on, did you see just the anger come out
here and there, and then in between, you were fine and living a happy marriage and

moving on with life?



Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes, it was really. It just was spurts of it. Not, consistent, but spurts

of it. So, you know, you just never really knew what would trigger it.

Lori Lassen: Okay. And so you, go on to have three children. You had a son, Tim, and

then |
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Lori Lassen: was born, and then Tom was born. So you have three kids and life goes
on. And even though you're seeing spurts of outburst at some points in life, generally
your life was good. You had a good marriage, you were involved in your church. you're

raising your children in church. We were there every time the doors were open.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: But there would be things that would set dad off with his anger. And then

you would see an outburst of anger happen again where he would just get mad, slam

doors, throw things.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Things like that he never had self control would be the word.

Lori Lassen: Right.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That I, realized that he where that | would maybe get upset. |

would zip my lips and | would not, | would pray about it. | would not discuss it, because |

know it would be, a discussion that would get out of control. But Bob would never take

that responsibility or had even that, gift of thinking, | need to change. | need to not do



these outbursts with our children. It was just like, it just came out so suddenly and so

quickly.

Lori Lassen: Right. So | remember that there were times that dad would stay late when
he was at work and he would end up going to a bar with some coworkers or something
and maybe he would have a drink. But he was never an alcoholic. He was never a big
drinker. That was never the issue. But his issues were anger issues and lack of self
control. And then he had an issue with pornography and lust. And so as that came
about in your marriage, on those times that it did rear its head, you started going to

marriage counseling together.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct. We went to marriage counseling. We knew we had a
problem. | knew | had a problem. And | asked Bob to please go, let's get us go
counseling. And he was willing to do that with me. And we did go to counseling, with a
special counselor and worked with us for quite a while. And the counselor was very
good with Bob and we did counseling together and then Bob went and went alone and

the counselor worked with Bob alone.

Lori Lassen: And through the counseling, which | know you also saw your pastors

through the years that you both would go see your pastors.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Lori Lassen: And there, was a desire to fix the anger issues. He had a desire. He didn't

like what he did when he lost his cool, but he didn't know how to control himself.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.



Lori Lassen: And in hindsight, now the reason he did not have control over his anger,
he did not have control over what he was doing, is because despite being a person that
had gone to seminary when he got out of college and had a desire to go into full time
ministry, he, did not have a personal relationship with the Lord and he was not living for

the Lord at that time.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct. He had the head knowledge, but he did not have the
heart knowledge. And the enemy really attacked him, with the anger issues and with all
that. And the devil was constantly trying to steal the call on his life and all that the Lord

wanted to do for him, the devil was constantly, doing the opposite.

Lori Lassen: And you know what else he had that | can identify is that he had a very low
self esteem. And so | think that seemed to ramp up some of his anger issues. If he felt
like he had failed at something or he was being attacked for something, he, he would,
you know, because he felt like it was attacking him as a person, he would get upset
about it. But like I've said before on, the times I've been able to share about it, when
things were bad, they were bad. And when things were good, they were good. Like we
had a great childhood, we laughed a lot in our family, we like to have a good time

together and it was not, you know, when it was good, it was great.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah, you're right, it was totally. And the other thing is that in
hindsight Bob and | realized is that Bob was ah, around a grandfather that was had
open, was literally very open about buying pornography books and magazine, actually

magazines. My, his grandfather would take him shopping and he would buy
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Charlyne Steinkamp: pornography, magazines. And we know now that Bob used to look

at them or find them and get exposed to that.

Lori Lassen: And he was exposed the first time when he was with friends and they
found it in the woods. So he was exposed as a child and then through his grandfather's

habit.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: It was just available to him.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Exactly. And so that as a young child or a young teenager, | think
that just stirred up the spirit of lust and the unfaithfulness that goes with all of that. He
went to college and was living away, becoming a funeral director. And so he was away
from m home and went out and lived a different lifestyle than he did when he was at

home.

So now we know the damage that pornography can do to young

marriages

Lori Lassen: So now we know the damage that things like pornography due to a
person's mind where it literally rewires their mind. And | don't know if that science and

that evidence was around as much in the 70s and 80s.

Charlyne Steinkamp: What we knew back in the 70s is so different than what we know

now with pornography and all the other things that they have available now we're aware



of what it can do to the young and to the teenagers and young adults, to their marriages.

Lori Lassen: And | think then also it was just routine for people not to share their
marriage problems, not to share their issues they were having, but instead to just deal

with it and to try to move on and put on a happy face and move forward.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And remember, we did not have any of the media that we have

now where that you can learn and study different things that we have now.

Lori Lassen: So you finally reach a point where you had separated multiple times. In
fact the number is roughly 18ish times in the first 19 years of marriage. Dad moved out.
He would pack a bag and he would say, I'm leaving. And sometimes he'd be gone for a

few hours and sometimes he'd be gone for a couple days.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: And one time you said, don't come back.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | finally said, you keep going in and out and it affects the children.

You can't do that. You've got to leave and decide what you want to do and make that

decision.

Lori Lassen: And you were actually the one who filed for divorce.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | filed for divorce, | went to pastors and to counseling, and they

were concerned what the damages was doing to the children and the fear that they may

have, hear with the fighting that they felt it was, better for the children not to be exposed



to that routinely.

Lori Lassen: And what were the two words that you would hear repeatedly? There is no

hope.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Literally none of the counselors, the counselors and my pastor did
not see any hope, which bothers me now or which afterwards. | felt that they needed to
open up the Bible and say, nothing is impossible with God. And that's what | want
everybody to understand. Regardless of your circumstances with God, anything can
happen and God can do miracles in our marriages and touch hearts and lives. We're
living proof of that with this ministry. But when | went to counseling and | went to
pastors back many, many years ago, they did not have that faith and that hope. | did not
realize until | went and was filing for a divorce. | was so upset and wounded and angry
at Bob not wanting to try and change, his, bad habits and have the Lord touch and
transform him. He was going to the counseling, but he did not allow the Holy Spirit to

touch and surrender his heart and life.

Lori Lassen: Right. So you get divorced, and it, was an amicable divorce. You both
shared the same divorce attorney. There was no fighting, and it wasn't a nasty divorce
because you both still cared for each other, but you knew that it was time to just move
on. And so you're divorced and he takes the move on command and does it, and he
gets involved with another relationship. And we should mention probably that through
your marriage there wasn't just verbal abuse and some physical abuse, but he had

been unfaithful a few times as well. And, and despite that,
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Lori Lassen: you had still tried to, work on the marriage, go to counseling and to seek
help positively. And so you've moved on. Now you're divorced and you've said, I'm good.
| can have peace and we can move on with life. But a few months after you split up,

when a Sunday morning changed your life forever.

Charlyne Steinkamp: One Sunday | went to church and, there was a couple that was
giving their testimony and shocked me because she shared the testimony that | had
been living with Bob and she went through all the situations that, that they had in their
marriage. But then she said, she cried out to the Lord and said, lord, | want you to touch
his heart, change him. And | will, I will never give up on praying for him. I'm going to
fight, the devil for what he's trying to do in destroying our marriage and know that God
created marriage and said till death do us part. And that was ah, in the Bible. There's so

many scriptures about the permanence of marriage and God.
Lori Lassen: God changed him. He got hold of his life and he changed Paul, her
husband, and transformed him. And now they find themselves on a Sunday morning in

Pompano Beach, Florida, sharing their testimony as singers and musicians to.

Charlyne Steinkamp: So many other people in other churches that would never hear

this truth. And when it happened, it stunned me.

Lori Lassen: Was that the first time you ever heard of somebody that had marriage

problems, that God healed their marriage problems?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct? Yes.

Lori Lassen: And so what? You're divorced, you're a single mother of three kids, your



husband's involved with somebody else. What was your reaction to hearing that?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Well, it was, number one, shock. And then | blamed myself that |
didn't have that hope and didn't. | listened to others with, with the pastors and

counselors who were very concerned about me and the children in the outburst. And |
understand they were doing it professionally, but, | never really thought Bob would do

anything harmful to any of us really.

On that Sunday morning, you heard about a couple who had their

marriage restored

Lori Lassen: On that Sunday morning, you heard about this couple who had their
marriage restored. But that day God also revealed to you where you were falling short
in your relationship with him because you were not actually living for the Lord. You were

living for yourself and not surrendered fully to Him.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | did not have that close personal walk with him daily as, with all
those things that were going in our life. | went to church, | took my children to church.
We were always there. But | didn't have that deep walk that they were talking about in

this, concert about their relationship with the Lord.

Lori Lassen: So that day you realized that you had a shallow faith, and that changed
from that day forward because you knew that God had awakened you to where you
needed to become more like Him. And I've heard you say it many times. That was the
day you also admitted that while there was problems in your marriage for years, you

were not innocent. You maybe didn't have to claim 50% of the problems, but every



person has a part to play in the demise of their marriage.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That testimony opened my eyes, spiritual eyes and ears to seeing
how you can pray for a marriage and how you can have a restored marriage. But | didn't
need Bob to change. | needed to make sure that | was right in every area of our

marriage for a wife, and then give Bob to the Lord. And the Lord will then do likewise.

Lori Lassen: So | love the story of that afternoon, because you went home from church.
This is back when we had Sunday morning and Sunday night church, and. And you
went home from church and you excitedly called dad to say, you're never going to
believe what | heard this morning, and there is hope for our marriage. And he said to

you, you're not.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Coping and accepting this. And | said, well, they're coming back
tonight, so | want you to come with me tonight and hear this couple's testimony,

because it's going to. It's going to help us get our marriage back together again.

Lori Lassen: So as a divorced man, he was not interest and going back, he was
involved with another woman. He had moved on, and he thought that maybe you had

bumped your head.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Lost my mind was what he said.

Lori Lassen: He had no idea what was coming. But you went back that night, and at the

end of that service, they did an altar call, and they invited couples in our church to go

forward, to just pray together, to have their marriage, recommitted
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Lori Lassen: to the Lord and to. To draw a line in the sand, to make a fresh start for

what God can do. And as divorced woman, what did you do that night?

Charlyne Steinkamp: | went up with the couples. | went up to the couples. | went to the
far right side, and | just was sobbing because | realized what the Lord had revealed to
me so strongly that day, that | had, given up hope. And | didn't think that our marriage
could ever be restored. And the Lord just opened my eyes that it can be restored. And it
just touched my heart so strongly that that was the night that, that | went up there alone
on the far right side, and | was crying and sobbing. And one of our women, that is a
very strong believer, saw me and came over to me and said, how can | pray for you?
And then she said, | will be praying for you. And | told her the story and | said, | am
going to surrender my life more to the Lord and not look at Bob, but look at the Lord to
help me to be able to deal with all that that is happening. And she goes, God can still
heal and restore your marriage. Don't ever give up. Just wait for God's timing. And that's
what she said. Wait for God's timing was so powerful for me, because | looked at days
and weeks and not look at God's timing in our lives. And that was so powerful because

he can resurrect any dead marriage.

Lori Lassen: Yes. And so that started a spiritual revival in your personal life where you
just fell in love with the Lord in A new way. You were spending time in the scriptures.

You were spending time praying, which is something you had not done much of. Even
with these drastic problems, you realized that you had not really been praying about it

as much as you had been trying to treat the problem right.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | decided that | was becoming a whole new, different person. |



know that the heart that going to the altar was a huge, big, line in the sand that | made,
that | was going to start praying for Bob regardless of the circumstances, regardless
what he was doing or where he was. Even though | was divorced, it did not make any
difference. | knew that | was married for life. And so | just, said, okay, Lord, it's you and

me, and your perfect will be done.

Lori Lassen: And you told dad that you shared with him that you were going to be there

praying and standing, and again, he thought you had lost your mind.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | actually called him Sunday night after the. After the second
service, because | had called him in the afternoon to come. | called him that Sunday
night, and | told him. | said, I've gone to the altar, and | said, | have repented of all that
I've done. I'm going to be waiting for you, and I'm going to be in my rocking chair, and

you may miss the best years of my life, but I'm going to be waiting for you forever.

Lori Lassen: So over the next few months, God really transformed you. And people
around you knew that you were now standing for your marriage to be restored
positively. You, in the midst of changing spiritually, were changing physically because

you were losing weight.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: Part of that had to do with the financial pressures that we were eating a lot

of macaroni and cheese and not eating big meals because, you know, divorce, finances.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | learned about fasting at that time that | had not done previously.

And so that is one thing that | did is as part of your.



Lori Lassen: Prayer life, you started.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah, | started fasting and praying, and that really made a big,

difference in my life. | could see God moving in my.

Lori Lassen: Life, and | know that throughout that season, you would see ups and
downs with, your relationship with dad, meaning that he was aware of what you were
doing, and he was kind of angry about it because he was living, in sin and the
relationships he was having with other people. And he knew that, and he wanted to be

in his sin and be left alone in that season. Right.

You would pray and then he would see effects of that prayer almost

iImmediately

And there were circumstances we've shared many times. One of them that sticks out to
me is that you, would pray things. Many circumstances that you guys figured out later.
You would pray and then he would see the effects of that prayer almost immediately
sometimes. But later, after your marriage was restored, you were able to share that and
connect those dates and see it. But one of the circumstances was you were praying
one weekend that he would not be able to have the other woman come up and visit him
for the weekend at his house that was out of town. And when she attempted to leave,
her garage door malfunctioned and just kept opening and closing on her car. And so
she didn't get to go up that weekend. And that day you were praying specifically, Lord,

block her from being able to
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see him. And God showed you many years later that it was blocked.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That particular weekend, without a doubt, | was praying all these
different prayers and scriptures with his name in it. And it was, | was just praying it, but |
didn't until Bob came home and he would open up my diary and start saying to me, oh
my gosh, | remember that. And he said, you prayed this. And so we, after, when he
returned, we, we saw the power of God that was blocking so many different things in his

life.

Lori Lassen: But, ah, that's an important point because at that time you were praying in
faith because you were seeing no movement, no evidence on what was happening, on

what you had envisioned.

Charlyne Steinkamp: In fact, Bob and the other person were starting to plan a wedding.
yes, they were very serious, very serious. And that was really when they. He, told me
and called me up and said they were planning a wedding and going to, get married.
That, really rattled me for a moment. But, And | was shocked, surprised. But then |
realized, go back to what the Lord and I've been doing and all the scriptures | was
praying and believing and what God had done to me. | realized that it doesn't matter.
You know, he's going, you're married for life. And so | just, said, lord, I'm going to not
look at this circumstance and I'm going to keep standing for that I'm going to be here

and that he's going to come back home someday.

Lori Lassen: Sometime while you were married, you had big swings and emotions
where there was great days and then there was days that were very bad. But also in
your divorce, you experienced those big swings because there was days that you would

get phone calls saying, can you please pray for me? Because | feel like I'm being



tormented by demons. | don't know if I'm going to live through the night because I'm so
tormented. At many times he was also suicidal and called you with Fears about that
thought. But then there were days that he would call you and say, please stop praying
for me. Stop, stop asking me to come home. Stop thinking this is going to happen. You
need to cope and you need to move on, because I've moved on. And so you had both
sides of the pendulum during that time that you were praying and standing for

restoration.

Charlyne Steinkamp: When he made those phone calls, Laurie, it was like he would. It
was just like the Holy Spirit speaking to me and saying, I'm working on him and I'm
dealing with him, but don't give up. Because even though he's planning a marriage, a
wedding, and, and talking about marriage, it showed me exactly how to pray. And that

so encouraged me to, to get really committed to the power of prayer.

Lori Lassen: Yeah, | think that's a great tip. because when you, instead of getting
derailed, when you have news like that come and having it throw your faith off, it can
strengthen your faith. Because now you can say specifically, | know what they're dealing

with and | know how to pray.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: | know what the situation is. | know what to pray against. And that's the

Lord opening a door for you to be having things revealed to you positively.

Charlyne Steinkamp: When he would call up and say this, this, and this, | would say,
praise the Lord. | know how to pray more. And that is so important. So anytime that you

hear negativity, turn it to the positive, of, praying against it. Because that is what the



enemy is planning to do. But God is greater.

Lori Lassen: And honestly, throughout the two and a half years that you were apart, that
last time that you were apart, he was very consistent in that ebb and flow of saying, I'm
never coming home. If | ever did come home, maybe this would happen. Nope, I'm
never coming home. Well, if | did. And that was literally just the, the, enemy and, and

God at work in his life and him battling spiritually.

Charlyne Steinkamp: It was a spiritual battle. And when he would call up one dime
about this and then the other time be constantly the opposite, that it was so awesome.
That Lord revealed to me, you know, he is double minded right now. The devil is not
letting go of him, as easily. But don't you give up on praying, because I'm still dealing
with him and talking to him and, speaking to him. So that, that encouraged me because
he would say one thing and then he would call back and say, well, | really didn't mean

that, you know.

Lori Lassen: And | know part of it was also because while he was not living for the Lord,

he was living in sin, he was making choices and, and running from God. He was still in

church every single week.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: And he would, with the other person. With the other person and, you know,
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Lori Lassen: almost living together. But we're going to show up to church every Sunday



out of habit.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: But God was using those times to speak to him. | know one, Easter, he
said that he was at church and the sermon was about the prodigal son. And that's not

your traditional Easter service sermon, but God used that day to speak to him.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And that seeds that was so powerful when he called and told me
that, that he went and took her to church, and that on Easter Sunday that the pastor
spoke on the Prodigal Son. And | was just zipping my lips, but | was praising the Lord,
that the Lord was there with him and her to, say, this is the prodigal son. He needs to

come home.

You were not shy about sharing details of your divorce with others

Lori Lassen: And let me say that during this time also, you had a couple of prayer
partners, older women in our church, who were faithfully praying with you and for you.
And they would know more of the details.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Details correct.

Lori Lassen: But not in a gossipy way, but in a way of having them be able to pray

specifically. Right?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes. And | would really suggest you, pray about getting one or two



prayer partners that are in your church or that you know of that are, godly people that

would, pray for you because you need that additional prayers.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. That's such an encouragement.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, positively for you. And, it's just not me praying, it's, it's others

praying.

Lori Lassen: And you might know a person in your life right now who you can look at or
maybe even another couple and you see that they're godly couple. And you can ask
them, listen, here's where I'm at. Would you be willing to pray for us and to partner with
us and, and ask them to do it? They may not approach you about it, but you can ask
them if they would be your prayer partner. And so my point in saying that was that
despite a lot of, drama that was still happening behind the scenes when you were apart
and the late night phone calls you would get and the despair and I'm never coming back
and the you're not coping calls and the many stories, which if you've been around
Rejoice Marriage ministries for a while, you may have heard many of them, you were
not wavering and telling everybody in your life the details of what was happening. There
was friends at church, your co workers, the doctors that you worked for, knew that you

were praying and standing for marriage restoration. You weren't shy about that.

Charlyne Steinkamp: No. | told the doctors and the staff where | was working, because
Bob would sometimes pop in, literally, and want me to go to lunch with him at unusual

times.

Lori Lassen: Right. And so they knew that you were praying and standing for

restoration, but they didn't know the details. They didn't know that he was involved with



another woman, that he was living with somebody, that he was living. They didn't know

those details because, those details don't matter.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: God can know the details. Your one or two prayer partners can know some

of that. But what that did is that protected his reputation.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: And you might think my spouse has no right to have their reputation

protected because they have done X, Y, and Z. That's for God to deal with, not you. You

don't need to be the judge and the jury of that. And that's what you decided.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That's what | chose you.

Lori Lassen: And you were not trying to protect him from the repercussions of the sins,

because that's unloving. If a person is in sin, it's loving to help them out of that sin.
Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: But you were trying to protect them going forward. And we all know the
person who just cannot let go of what someone else did. And they were not maybe the
person that was wronged, but they cannot see past what they did. And so you were

trying to help that not be an issue going forward.

Charlyne Steinkamp: The word is that. That so many people get stuck right now is



sometimes it's the forgiveness.

Lori Lassen: Right.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Forgiveness is key in marriage restoration. And you have to
choose to delete all the garbage that went on in your marriage and not bring it up in
your remarriage or your restoration process. You have to choose that. We don't go

backwards. We go forward in what the Lord is going to do.

Lori Lassen: And that was a healing process for us as children as well, because | was
in middle school, my older brother was in high school school, my younger brother was
in elementary school. And so we all had three different opinions of what was happening.
I've shared before, | was very excited when the divorce happened because | thought,
we're gonna have peace in the house. We're gonna go back to having fun in the house.
We're not gonna have the fighting and the arguing. And | could care less that they were

divorcing. But then it hit me that
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Lori Lassen: | was now the person at church that had parents divorced and | was the
person who had a dad that was living for the world and what do | want my life to look
like? And one thing | remember when | started to come around to supporting your
stand was thinking, when | get married, if both of you have remarried, are we going to
have a front row full of parents because you guys have all remarried and will everybody
get along at my wedding? And that's not the thought most 14 year olds have. But that's
the one thing that | thought about and that started softening my heart towards my dad

and being willing to accept, | agree that if your remarriage happens, that | would be for



that. Because you have to admit that there's things that everybody has their own
experience. So what children go through, what your in laws go through, they have a

different relationship with that prodigal and they have to adjust as well to their story.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And | think what you also faced is that you had to go every other
weekend or as many children, you share the children and with a spouse. And that
meant for our children, it meant they had to go up a few miles away, several miles away,

leaving.

Lori Lassen: Home for the weekend and leaving your friends and your activities.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And that is what happened to you guys is that you would end up

having to go up there overnight and.

Lori Lassen: Stay, which built the bitterness because we none of us wanted to do that.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Bob was wavering between wanting to follow the Lord and surrender

his will

Lori Lassen: So as things continued progressing in your stand and you were seeing him
wavering between wanting to follow the Lord and surrender his will and his life to the
Lord fully and him wanting to live in sin, and | say surrender his life to the Lord. He
made a profession of faith as a teenager, but he had walked away from the Lord in that

he was not pursuing Christ anymore. He was not living for him. He did not want God's



impact in his life. He did not want God say in his life, he wanted Bob say, he wanted to
live for Bob. And so I'm not saying that he lost his salvation. I'm saying that he turned

his back on his relationship with God.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: And so as that progresses, we're into 1987 and the days of having
conversations that are more about, well, if | ever did come home started ramping up in

that year.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct. For a few months | started noticing that he was changing
and the way he was talking about the children and when we had conversations about
finances or anything, | could see a change in him, a softening of his heart. And | was

saying, thank you Lord. | can see, of at least we are not fighting or disagreeing.

Lori Lassen: But | remember as much as you would See a change on one day, the next
day the rubber band would snap and he would say, but don't think what | said yesterday

is ever going to happen because | am never coming home.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes, Bob used to say to me, get your hopes up because I'm never
coming home. He kept always saying that just to. | think the enemy had him saying that
to keep me, having to rely on the Lord more. not on what | see and hear with Bob, but

with, believing what the Lord had spoken to me about to do.

Lori Lassen: And | found a letter, that was written a month before your remarriage, that
he wrote to one of your bosses that you had gone to a dinner at his house and invited

him to go with you. And, go. Several couples were there and he agreed and went with



you a month before your remarriage. Now, you had no idea this was going to be
happening, correct? But in that letter where he thanked your boss for having you over
for dinner, he mentioned that the Lord is doing a great work in our marriage. And so
even when you're in the middle of this situation where you're praying for restoration,
you're legally divorced and you're having the days of I'm coming home. No, I'm never
coming home. He's writing letters like this because God was working on him behind the

scenes.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Laurie, | don't even remember him writing that letter until we found

it.

Lori Lassen: It's just evidence that you have no idea what is happening.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: There's one day in particular you really had no idea what was happening.

And that was on July 7th when he came, to your office and invited you to go to lunch,

which was unusual because he lived almost two hours away and should not have been
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Lori Lassen: down in your area. But he showed up, invited you to lunch and, and as a

double minded person, lovingly took you to his girlfriend's favorite restaurant for lunch.

Charlyne Steinkamp: At a very, very fancy restaurant that | would, we would never have

been to, we would never go to.



Lori Lassen: | remember him explaining his thoughts that day to us after the fact. And
he shared with us what he told you when he picked you up. It wasn't the pleasant lunch
you necessarily thought it was going to be. He took you to the other woman's favorite

restaurant, which is awkward.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Very awkward. | was shocked. | almost, | almost wanted to say,
well, let's go to one that you don't know that she doesn't go to. Yes, and, but he says, I, |
know you've never gone to this restaurant. This is the Expensive area of Fort

Lauderdale. And he said, but I. So he says, | want to take you there.

Lori Lassen: And so then before you go to the restaurant, he says, | have one other
suggestion. Let's go to the courthouse and I'll get a marriage license and you can tuck it
in your Bible and you can call it a win. But know that that doesn't mean I'm coming
home. But what | need you to do if | get you this marriage license is to stop praying for

me because | cannot handle the conviction I'm under. What was your response to that?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, my goodness. When he said all of that, and I've m. Told you
that story and you, you've heard it so many times, is that, oh my goodness. | said, |
can't do that. | said, | love you too much. | will never stop praying for you. And he goes,
well, | just, | am, feeling such torment lately. | just feel such torment. And | said, bob,

that's the Holy Spirit talking to you to come home.

Lori Lassen: And that shows you the double mindedness of a person who's running
from the Lord. Because in hindsight, if he would have gotten a marriage license with
you, he would not be able to get a marriage license with the woman with whom he was

planning a wedding.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: And so he was very double minded at that moment.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Very double minded that day. And, and, and | didn't say that. And,

bring it to his attention.

Lori Lassen: So this is pre. Being able to text somebody and say, can you pray for me?

Because | think something's happening. So it was you and God that day?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Lori Lassen: And at the restaurant you excuse yourself to go to the bathroom and you

had had a lunch of hearing all of the reasons he was never coming back.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: you go to the restroom and you return from the restroom after taking a little

prayer break in the bathroom.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes, | did.

Lori Lassen: And he says to you what?

Charlyne Steinkamp: When | got back to the seat, Bob said to me so strongly, | have

had God speak to me so long loudly here that | cannot deny it. Charlene, you've got to

listen to what I'm saying to you. God has said to me, you need to get married today.



Can you call the pastor and ask him if he's available to marry us this very afternoon?

And | said, bob, | want to get married in my wedding gown. I've got it in the bedroom.

Lori Lassen: And you had been. | have been losing weight. And you had cleaned it and

it was hanging in the closet, ready to go.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And the kids knew it and saw it and they knew What | was
planning on to be ready whenever. And | said, bob, I've got my wedding gown to get
remarried in church with and it'll be a celebration of our church and all what has
happened. And he said, oh, Charlene, | cannot go in front of a whole church and, and
get remarried like that with all that I've done. So he says, | just want the pastor to
remarry us and we'll get back together and I'll move back. But it's going to take me a
few weeks or months to get, where | work to get out of that situation. But | want to
marry you now because | know God said you are got to get remarried now and you are

married.

Lori Lassen: And so that afternoon you called the three kids and said, whoever can
make it, show up to the church at 2pm and we'll meet you there and we'll let you know

what's going on. And | think two of us made it there.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Lori Lassen: And you got remarried. You had called your doctors that you worked for

and said, I'm going to be gone longer because my miracle is happening. So you took a

long lunch and.



You remarried at a doctor's office and the staff celebrated with you

Charlyne Steinkamp: They said, and | told them | was going to get remarried. And they
said, okay, then we're going to have the reception at our office, 5 o' clock, bring Bob

back to the office, and we are going to have a wedding reception.

Lori Lassen: And so that afternoon, the. One of the pastors who really didn't have much

encouragement or hope for your situation was the one who remarried you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Lori Lassen: And, you went back to a doctor's office break room and they had a grocery

store cake
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Lori Lassen: and the staff that was there celebrated with you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes. And with balloons. And they were so excited, because I'd
been speaking that to them, for over two years that I'm praying for Bob to come home.
And then they saw it and that for them to do that reception, which is the icing on the

cake.

Lori Lassen: And let me add, you were not speaking, you were speaking it and that they
were aware of it, but it wasn't a daily or even a weekly discussion. You had a quiet,

strong faith.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: And they knew that you were resolved that | made mistakes in my

marriage and my husband made mistakes, but God is greater. And so it wasn't even

something that was brought up frequently with them.

Charlyne Steinkamp: No.

Lori Lassen: But they knew the status of your life and what you were standing for.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes. And. And for them to, say to me instantly, then come back at

5.

Lori Lassen: O' clock to celebrate.

Charlyne Steinkamp: To celebrate. That meant so much to Me. And | know it was just

the Lord having them do that, because it was just showing Bob and | that it was a

wedding.

Lori Lassen: And you know who it meant more to was probably to dad, because it was

the first. First acceptance of him being accepted back into a fold of his old life.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes. | mean, he, knew those doctors very well, but then he

disappeared.

Lori Lassen: Right.



Charlyne Steinkamp: And they didn't have any, communication with them. And for them
to do that and open their arms at that time with the staff, it was, it was just God
orchestrating it. And it is just. It just made Bob feel like, the wall was knocked down

completely.

Lori Lassen: Right. And so that was an exciting day. And a day from my vantage point,
honestly filled with excitement but hesitation, because | had one eye on him and | was
ready for him to mess up, to say, no, you haven't changed at all. And it didn't take long
for that to happen. | think it was within a day or two that | saw him do something very
minor. And | reminded him, you're not going to be any different. This is going to be just
like it was. And that was my shortsightedness as a teenager, not understanding the
progressive work that God was doing in his life. That, evening, he had to make a phone
call the night you got remarried. And he had to call the other woman and say, | won't be

there for dinner tonight because.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Because | married Charlene this afternoon at the pastor's office.

And she was stunned, shocked. But, she said, | always knew this would happen.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And when Bob told me that's what she said. It just made me want
to shout hallelujah, praise the Lord. Because she knew, knew that. She knew that there

was never God's hand on that. What they were doing. It was, adultery.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. And so the healing began. The. The next phase of marriage began.
And it was not just a honeymoon season, but it was a season of growing together and

learning how to live as a new couple and not be. Bring the old into this new season of



marriage.

Bob felt shame and embarrassment for things he had done to his

family

But the, real test came a few days later when it was Sunday morning and it was time to
go to church, where we would go every single Sunday. And dad, was involved in a
different church out of the area because he wasn't living in that city at the time. And you
were still involved in the home church. And despite the pastor having remarried him a

few days before, he had said repeatedly throughout the two and a half.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Years, | will never go back to that church.

Lori Lassen: Yes. He felt shame. He felt Embarrassment. He worried that maybe you
had shared all of the details of his sin with multiple people there. And I think he felt
shame and embarrassment for the things that. That he had done to his family.
Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes, | agree 100%.

Lori Lassen: And so he said, | will not go back to that church. And so when the
discussion happened, what. What would you like to do for church today? And you were
open to going anywhere he wanted to go that day.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: He said, no, we're going to go back to our home church.



Charlyne Steinkamp: And that just. I. | know they. He was doing it, | believe, for the
children, for going. Continuity, go back to their classes in church. But | think it was

showing me that the Lord had touched him, had made him realize that
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Charlyne Steinkamp: so many people have been praying for him over at that church.
And, | think he was just willing to go back and say, I've come home. The prodigal has

come home.

Lori Lassen: And | think that he wanted to slip in that Sunday and slip out and not have
it be a scene. He did not want any attention drawn to the situation. He was excited and
happy about what was happening, but he still had a shame that he was carrying with
him. And back then, that's when, churches used to have, like, open testimony time. And
so that Sunday morning, they had said, does anybody have something they want to
share? That day, he popped up and shared with his church family what had happened.
For those who did not hear it and told them that he had come home. And he thanked
them for praying for him for those two and a half years that he was away from the home.
And he got his opportunity to apologize to the church family for anything that he had
done and any negative impact that his actions had had on them as individuals. And it

was a day of healing.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes. And that, Laurie, for you to remember that and for you to
say that just fills me up, because | had no idea. we've been to that church, and you and
| have been. And all the kids have been at the church, and we knew what they have
those, do you want to. Anybody want to share a testimony? But never would | have

thought that Bob would have stood up in front of a church just after we just got



remarried so soon, so quickly that | knew that. | knew that was the Lord showing me
that he was touched and transformed and repentant. That was spectacular for our

whole family.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. And so it didn't happen how you expected. you say often that it was
suddenly, and your remarriage was definitely sudden. | mean, it was between appetizer

and dessert that things changed.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And, you know, | wanted to say that so that all of us remember
that your circumstances may, you may have a, picture a different way of restoration than
actually God is going to do it. Be open minded. | know that you think, you are thinking,

how will they come home? It's going to be the Lord's way and the Lord's plans.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. And even though you had a sudden remarriage, you had some steps

towards that healing that was happening in the months leading up to it.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: Where there was a, you know, softening in his heart and a friendship and

relationship being built again. And so | know many people contact us and tell us that

they have that friendship happening right now. And some are very encouraged by it.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: And some are very frustrated because they think, | don't want a friendship,

| want my spouse back.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Lori Lassen: But it's, it's part of the healing that happens. And the next part of healing is
very important part is going into your restoration and your remarriage. It's not like it was
before. And you don't want to go back to the old habits. And so for you specifically,
because you had changed so much spiritually, you now saw that you didn't have as
much time with the Lord, which is something a lot of people complain about. Once their
marriage is restored, they have all the time in the world when their spouse is not living

under the same roof to listen to teachings and to spend hours in the Bible and pray.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Kids, go to bed. You all went to bed. And | would be able to stay

up, read the Bible for one or two hours at night. Now my husband is home and | don't

have that. and | had to change my.

Lori Lassen: You had to readjust.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Readjust to my hours of having time with the Lord.

Lori Lassen: But then | know it's something that he noticed even after he came home, is

he saw a difference in you. He has shared it in the books he's written and the, the Bible

studies that he's taught. But he said that he could no longer her get a reaction out of

you. So the way things were before he.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Could push my button is what we used to say.

Lori Lassen: And he knew what to do to get a reaction and then to make you mad and

make you react. But you were sold out to God and you were not having that reaction.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: So that began years of healing in your marriage.

You had not prayed for your marriage prior to your divorce

And you always had a phrase that you would say, say to people when their marriages

have been restored.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Once a Stander. Always a stander.

Lori Lassen: And what did you mean by that phrase?

Charlyne Steinkamp: | meant that forever you are going to be praying and for your
husband or wife and for never. And having a personal relationship separate at, a time
where that you can be with the Lord and
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Charlyne Steinkamp: still have a close relationship with him.

Lori Lassen: Well, one thing you realized is that you had not prayed for your marriage
really ever prior to your divorce. And so just because you were remarried and you got to

the point that you got what you had been praying for was not the time to let off the gas

pedal.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Lori Lassen: And praying, because the enemy, when a remarriage happens is not any

less.

Charlyne Steinkamp: The devil likes to. The devil likes to shoot some more fiery darts

around.

Lori Lassen: Yes. So you still wanted to pray for your marriage, and you did. And that
healing process of continuing in prayer and the healing process that happens for
moving forward, you know, there. That's all a process. We're not trying to say that you
get remarried and life goes back to the white picket fence and everything is good.
There's healing that has to happen. Healing from sins that took place while you were
apart, healing from past things that you had been through. There's forgiveness that
needs to be extended. There's coming together to figure out how are we going to
recombine our finances, how do we parent together again when I've been parenting by
myself 90% of the time, how do we handle this now as a couple? And so that's all a

very big and long journey that you started on.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right. And the marriage restoration, the healing goes on forever.
But your marriage is rebuilt totally on the solid rock of Jesus Christ. And both of you,
Bob and | both changed and both, did so many different things after we got restored.
And the biggest thing is that happened. Bob had a very big desire to write and to warn

other people about what he did and what he should not have done and to give them.

Lori Lassen: Hope and to let them know that they've not done anything beyond the

reach of God. Whatever they've done, whatever mess they've made, they've not gone



too far.

Charlyne Steinkamp: I'm 100% correct.

Lori Lassen: Well, | remember when you were standing that he was. And some of
those, battle moments, he would say, if | ever came home, | would write a book and
warn others called prodigals, do come home. And | would tell them what God did, but

I'm never coming home, so that's never going to happen.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes, he used to say that.

Lori Lassen: But if | did. And that's. That's the extent of the double mindedness you

were dealing with at that time.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That is 100% right.

Lori Lassen: And he came home and a couple years later, he wrote that book called
Prodigals do Come Home. We still have it in print today. And he compared the journey

of a prodigal spouse with the prodigal story in the Bible.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Lori Lassen: And he gave that book to another marriage ministry. A friend at another
marriage ministry, he said, | wrote this book. Do what you want with it. | want people to
know that there's hope. So take this manuscript and, and you have my blessing. And
they turned around and said, you need to print this and you need to start telling people

yourself and start a marriage ministry. And that's what birthed Rejoice Marriage



Ministries was that first book. And then he went on to write 17 more.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes. And the thing is, | admire the, the man in that, ministry that

literally said, no, this is your story and you need to write it.

Lori Lassen: God used him to change a lot of, trajectory of things and, and impact a lot
of lives for many years. And, | would say if dad, was sitting here with us today, he would
share every ounce and probably more of this story because he, for years before his
death, said, | don't want anybody to worry about the badness of Bob. | want them to see
the goodness of God. And he didn't care about people hearing the, sins that he was in
because he wanted them to know that God had done a work in his life and restored his
life. And so | know he would give his blessings to this testimony, if he were sitting here

today.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, yes. And he would love to tell stories about when he was
gone and then what God did to him and touched him and changed him so quickly and

suddenly.

Lori Lassen: Well, thanks for sharing your testimony with us today. It's nice to have you

on the other side of the microphone today sharing this with us.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, this is. Thank you for letting me go down memory lane about

the restoration of our marriage.

Lori Lassen: Well, I hope this episode was a blessing to you, and | hope that you will

share this with somebody



01:00:00

Lori Lassen: you know, you may know, someone who's struggling in their marriage,
someone who's divorced, somebody who's going through separation, and share this
episode with them as encouragement for them to see that there is hope for a hurting
marriage. If you would like to get ahold of that first book that my dad wrote, wrote,
called Prodigals, Do Come Home, it's still one of our best sellers many years later,
that's available in our bookstore and then | also want to suggest that many parts of the
story you heard today and the testimony you heard had to do with spiritual warfare. And
they at the time just did not understand what spiritual warfare was, how to battle the
enemy. that was a very big part of it. When the enemy came in to steal, kill and destroy
a marriage, there was no battle because the enemy was able to slip in. He had nobody
fighting him. And so the book, your story has a villain by Jonathan Pakluda, the subtitle
is Identify spiritual warfare and learn how to defeat the enemy is a powerful tool that is
available today and can help you if you are seeing the enemy come in into your family,
into your marriage, to help you really understand the power that we have in God to
defeat the enemy. So thanks for joining us and we would love to hear your restoration
testimony. So we'll put a link in the show notes if you'd like to share what God's done in

your family as well.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen. Thank you, Lori.

Lori Lassen: Thanks for joining us today as we proclaim that God heals hurting

marriages. Take time to visit our website@ rejoiceministries.org for additional resources

for your marriage.
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