Ep 212 A Call to Persevere

Fight for your marriage podcast focuses on helping struggling

couples restore their marriages

Lori Lassen: M
Lori Lassen: M Foreign.

Lori Lassen: Thanks for joining us for the fight for your marriage podcast with Charlene
and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage through Jesus

Christ.
Lori Lassen: Hi.

Lori Lassen: Welcome to another episode of the fight for your marriage podcast. You're
here with Lori and Charlene, and we are excited to share, a unique episode with you.
Today's episode is going to be a little different than what we usually do. After spending
some time in the Word recently, | was really overwhelmed with grief, thinking about the
many prodigals who are running from God. But | was also overwhelmed by the great
weight that the men and women who are standing in the gap and praying for these

prodigals are carrying.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | can so relate to when Lori and | were talking about this, because

| walked that walk. And | know what you're feeling and the emotions and the thoughts



you might have and the attacks the enemy may give you. But God is greater. And God
has an awesome plan for your marriage restoration. So don't give up and don't be

discouraged, because God is in control.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely. And if you're that person who's standing for your marriage, |
want to speak to you for a moment. What you're facing and praying for the restoration of
your marriage is not easy. We talk about that, that all the time. But your life has been
turned upside down. Your children, your finances, your friends, your family. There's
been many areas of life that have been impacted by the choices that maybe your
spouse made alone. And in many cases, you may not have even had a say in the
matter. But these decisions were made, and now they impact your life. And now you're
left trying to figure out what's next. A few weeks ago, | grabbed my phone and I hit
record. And there are some teary moments. And more than tears, there was just a
message that was heavy on my heart. And | wasn't sure who was going to hear this
recording or if anybody would ever hear it. But after some prayer and reflection, we've
decided to share this with you. So it's not polished like our normal podcast. It's not
planned. You might hear my email dinging feverishly in the background, but I just
wanted to speak directly to a person who may need some encouragement today. You
might be in the middle of the battle, and this is for you. You might be in the battle of
restoration right now, and it doesn' like you thought it would. And this is for you. | want
you to know that you're not alone. God sees you. He's working. Even when you feel like,
you can't see him doing anything. He is working on your behalf. And | hope at the end
of this episode that you'll be feeling like you're standing a little bit taller. You're feeling
like your faith is strengthened, and that you, most importantly, have a renewed love for
the Lord and all that he's done for you, because he really does love you and care about

you.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, | want you to know that the Lord is with you every second of
the day, 24 hours a day. And you can just talk to Him. You can cry, you can sob, you can
do anything, you can yell, but you can talk to him because he understands what you're
going through. And he is your best friend, and he is your Lord, your savior, your
deliverer. We are praying for your prodigal spouse to be set free, and nothing is too

hard for God to do.

Lori Lassen: Keep asking God if the conversations and what he's been showing me this
morning are just for me, or if it's something I'm supposed to share. And there's things
that happen in our spiritual walks, things that God reveals to us that's just for us. Those
are things that we need to keep private. But today, my heart is so burdened for not only
your prodigals, not only your marriages, but for you as the person who's trying to stand
for your marriage. | don't know what God is doing in your life right now. | don't know if
you feel right now like you're on a spiritual high and things are going well and you feel
like you're seeing movement in areas where you've asked God to move, or if you feel
like | do right now. It is a heavy, heavy season of ministry. It has been a heavy few
months of ministry for us. We have seen the Enemy working overtime to try to cause
distractions. That's the word. I. | was trying to think of what the Word is like, Lord, what
is. What is happening? What is the purpose of all of this? And that's the word | keep

coming back to. It's distractions.
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Lori Lassen: And the Enemy is so good at causing those distractions in our life. | was
reading in First Peter, Chapter 5, and let me read you, if | can get my tears to dry up a
little bit, starting in verse 8. Be alert. Be of sober mind. Your enemy devil prowls around

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him standing firm in the faith,



because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the
same kind of sufferings. Here's our hope. Verse 10. The God of all grace, who called
you to his eternal glory in Christ after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore

you and make you strong, firm, steadfast to Him. Be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Lori Steinken: Christians need to be steadfast in faith

You guys, we need to be steadfast. We need to be Christians who are not being tossed
by the things that are happening around us in the world right now. Christians who are
not tossed by the words that you heard your spouse say to you this morning. Christians
that are not tossed by the divorce papers that might show up on your doorstep this
afternoon. We need to be Christians who are standing firm in the faith because we
know that God is in control. He is in control. And | am so burdened for people who are
right now lacking in their faith. And | understand it. Listen, | get it. | totally get it. |
understand the days that it feels like you don't know what you're doing. | was telling my
small group at church last night, | lead a group of 11th and 12th grade girls on
Wednesday nights and we were going through a psalm last night and | said to them, do
you understand the days where we're saying, lord, | believe, | believe, but help my
unbelief? And we are living that dichotomy of two different things. Like, yes, I'm Lord,
I'm with you, I'm strong. | thank you for what you've done for me, but also help my
unbelief. And I think we need to be a people that gets back to understanding the basics
of our salvation. God owes us nothing. He owes us nothing. In fact, what we are owed
by God is, is eternal damnation because we were born sinners. | talk about that all the
time. | have a beautiful granddaughter and | have another granddaughter on the way.
And they are amazing human beings, but they were both born sinners. We are born

sinners. God owes us nothing. But what God did is he saved us. And because of his



saving grace, this passage in 1st Peter 5 rings true. The God of all grace who called
you to his eternal glory in Christ, he will restore you and make you strong, firm and
steadfast. We have to stop living defeated and living like people that don't know what
tomorrow holds. And I'm not talking about tomorrow on the calendar in 2025, talking
about eternity. We need to be people that are more looking towards eternity and we're
not worrying about what's happening right now. Do not be distracted by this battle that
is happening right now. Don't be distracted. Let me Tell you we have been distracted as
a society and as Christians and, as a ministry. Rejoice Marriage Ministries. My mom,
my dad, when he was alive, me. We love and honor and adore each person that is part
of Rejoice Marriage Ministries. Each person that listens to the fight for your marriage
podcast, each person that reads the fight for your marriage devotional or any of our
other devotionals that we have. You are a special group of people. Do you know why
you're special? You're special because something has happened. The enemy has come
in and he has caused problems in your marriage. The enemy has come in and he has
tried to destroy your marriage and destroy your family. And you have taken a, step
stand. And you have said, not today, Satan. You are not going to win this battle. You are
not going to win my marriage. I'm going to stand here and fight. And on those days

when you are girded up and you've put on that armor of God and you feel
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prepared to battle the enemy, and you say, no matter what happens, Lord, | trust you.
No matter what happens, Lord, | believe in you. No matter what happens, Lord, | know
that you are with me. Me. And then what happens? The wind blows and something
happens. It's a phone call. It's a divorce paper. It is a text from your spouse, or it's
realizing and fixating on the fact | haven't talked to my spouse in months, in years.

Whatever happens that blows that wind and then you're tossed and your faith withers



and you're distracted. We cannot be distracted. And I'm telling you today that Lori
Steinkamp Lassen has been distracted because the enemy has been distracting.
Rejoice Marriage Ministries. He's been distracting us as a ministry, trying to say, focus
on this, focus on this, focus on this. And instead we need to be focused on Jesus. And
I'm telling you that Jesus did enough for each of us by saving us. He died on the cross
for us. | don't even want to take a hangnail for somebody, much less die on the cross for
them. Do you understand what Jesus did for you? How much he loves you? And I'm
asking you today to shift your focus, to shift your focus, to be so heavenly minded that
you are not tossed when those winds of circumstances come. You are not tossed when
the battles come, because they're going to come. You're not tossed when the waters

rise and it seems like you're going to be overtaken. You're not tossed back and forth.

Rejoice Marriage Ministries encourages Christians to stand up for

their marriages

| want to read to you from Jude. And in my Bible, the title of this is A Call to Persevere.
And | hope today that you feel called to persevere. People write to us all the time, and
they say, how do | know if I'm supposed to stand for my marriage? How do | know if I'm
supposed to not give up on nests? Open your Bible, go to the Internet browser of your
choice, and put in there, what does the Bible say about marriage? Go do a study on,
what God says about marriage. Go ask him to show you where his purpose is for your
marriage and your family. God created marriage. God created the family. God created
your spouse. And you have the special opportunity right now to stand up and to stand in
the gap for them. And they may not even realize you're doing it. They may not even
realize that they need to be prayed for, and they need somebody to fight for them. But

right now, you get the chance to fight for them, and that is such a special place. No, we



don't want you going through marriage problems. No, we don't want to see destruction
in the family. But it has happened, and God has placed you in a place where you have
received the knowledge that there is hope. There is a way to fight for this. There is a
way to battle the enemy for the family. There is a way to make a difference for
generations to come because of the stand you're taking. And so I'm asking you today
instead of looking at this as the poor me. I'm the person who has to sit by myself in
church. I'm the person who doesn't have a spouse at home tonight. I'm the person that
doesn't know what my spouse is doing and instead say, lord, | have the opportunity to
pray for them and to wait and, to watch and see you moving. | hope you've listened to
the last few testimonies on the podcast that we've shared, and the way that they have
seen these people have seen God move in their lives because they are spending time
with the Lord, not just with other people. And let me speak to that for one minute. | know
we need each other, you guys. One of the biggest, distractions is isolation. You need
people in your life who can encourage you and can pray with you, and it might be one
person, and that's all you have. And you might not have that person yet, and keep
praying and asking God to give you that person. But more important than that person is
that you are spending time on your face before the Lord. You and Jesus alone. You in
his word, getting to know him better. The biggest goal of Rejoice Marriage Ministries is

that we
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teach people what the Bible says, that we teach people that there is one way and is
Jesus. It's not all about a marriage being restored. It is about you and your spouse and
your family knowing who Jesus Christ is. The Bible tells us he is coming back for his
people, and we need to be ready. And I'm afraid that we're living as people who don't

think about eternity, and we don't think what tomorrow holds. And we need to be people



who have an urgency in our spirit for those around us who don't know the Lord. And
that may include your spouse. Your spouse may know the Lord, but they have deceived
themselves. Right now, living in sin, thinking that the choices they're making will have
no consequences. There are consequences. It grieves Jesus, but there are
consequences to sin. And so today, I'm asking you to get right with the Lord. | don't
know what that means for your life. | don't know what that means for where you're at. |
don't know if you need to do like we saw in that movie the War Room years ago that
was so popular, and build a place in your house where you are going to start listing
your prayer request and those answers to prayer. And it's a place where you can be
free of distraction and spend time with the Lord. But I'm telling you, we have an enemy
that is out to seek and to kill and to destroy. And we as Christians need to stop being
tossed by the waves and the winds. And we need to be people who will stand up. And
so today, if you're standing and praying for your restoration in your marriage, praise God
that he has selected you for this time, for this role. He has allowed this. Nothing has
happened outside of what the Lord has allowed. And so we don't always understand
what he's doing and why he's allowed things to happen. But when we're walking
through it, we can trust that he will not leave you. He will not forsake you. He will not
abandon you. He has called you to this, and he will use this. And so let me read this. |
started to read it. Let me read it. From Jude, A, call to persevere, starting in verse 17.
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus foretold. They said to
you in the last times, there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.
There are people who divide you who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the
Spirit but you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in the most holy faith and praying
in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt. Save others by
snatching them from the fire. To others, show mercy mixed with fear, hating even the

clothing stained by corrupted flesh. To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and



to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy. To the only
God our Savior, be Glory, Majesty, power, authority through Jesus Christ our Lord,
before all ages, now and forevermore. Amen. Keep fighting for your marriage. Keep
fighting for your family. Keep praying and seeking the Lord for those who don't know
Him. M and keep sharing with others because | can tell you you are making a difference

and we are not going to be distracted by what the enemy is trying to do.

Rejoice Ministries has a great resource to help struggling marriages

Lori Lassen: Well, | hope you enjoyed that tear filled message from my heart to you. |
want to just make you aw of a resource we have that | think would be a blessing for
each of you. And it's a book from Max Lucado called you Were Made for this Moment.
And in it he helps you understand the struggles that you're going through. He
encourages you when you feel like you don't know how much longer you can hold on.
And he reminds you that when life seems off the rails, the minute you bow your head to
pray is the moment that God lifts His hand to help and he will take you through the story
of Queen Esther as He reminds you that God is in control and that your heart will stop
aching. So if you'd like to pick up a copy of this book, you can use the Code Moment M
M O MM E NT and get a discount on that book because we'd love to have it in your

hands so it can encourage you. Until next time,

00:20:00

Lori Lassen: keep fighting for your marriage. Thanks for joining us today as we proclaim

that God heals hurting marriages. Take time to visit our website@ rejoiceministries.org

for additional resources for your marriage.
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