Ep 221 When the Prodigal Becomes the Stander
James’ Story

Fight for your marriage podcast features testimony from James

James: Foreign.
James: Foreign.
Lori Lassen: M thanks for joining us for.

Lori Lassen: The fight for your marriage podcast with Charlene and Lori. This is a place
where you can find hope for your marriage through Jesus Christ. Hi, welcome to
another episode of the Fight for your marriage podcast. You're here with Lori and and

Charlene.
Charlyne Steinkamp: And you are going to enjoy this episode so much.

Lori Lassen: | know I, uh, We might sound like broken records because | know we tell
you that every episode, but honestly, we are just so thankful for the men and women
who come on and share what God has done in their life. And it just seems like each
episode that we release, we find a new favorite and then we go back to old favorites
and we, we just are excited to share what God's been doing in the lives of so many
different people. Today is a unique story because you're going to hear from James. He
is a prodigal that turned into the stander. And his testimony is going to encourage you

to really just never give up. And so | know you'll be blessed with what he has to say.



Charlyne Steinkamp: James did excellent. He. All the things he talks about, he talks
even about journaling. And | challenge you to listen to all the different things that you

can do and apply them to your life also.

Lori Lassen: Amen. All right, well, enjoy this testimony in this conversation with James.
James, thank you for being with us today. We're so excited to hear your testimony and
we love when we have men that come on and share what God's been doing in their life.

Um, so we're really excited to hear from you today.

James: Well, thank you for having me. It's a, uh, real honor to be here.

Lori Lassen: Wonderful.

Tell us a little bit about yourself and about your wife

Well, okay, tell us a little bit about yourself and about your wife.

James: So, yeah, so I'm, I'm from, uh, Eastern Washington. | m born and raised here.
Um, my wife is also from here. Um, we actually met middle of 2008 or so. Um, we both
actually work at the same job, um, currently. At the time she was dating somebody else
and she, you know, | saw her around and you know, | kind of knew who she was but
didn't really wasn't any pursuit of her or anything like that. And ah, a lot of listeners
might remember MySpace, the. Yes, the original, uh, social media platform. | can't
remember how | connected with her on that, but we connected one night and um, she
was sharing something, um, kind of deep thing that she needed prayer for. And the

thing that | thought was cool was on that platform you could, you could play actually



music and you could have scriptures and different things or whatever you, you Know,
wanted on the front of your page. And | just noticed, oh, you know, this gal's a Christian.
She's got this Christian music going. And. Oh, and | work with her. What kind of, uh,
brought us together right off the bat was I. | noticed we actually have the same birthday.
Uh, so, uh, yeah, so | was like, oh, this. This is cool. And then, so she had this prayer
request on there. And so | just reached and said, hey, you know, I'll be praying for you,
you know, and sorry to hear about all that. And, well, we kind of got to start talking on
that platform. We'd see each other at work, and | didn't know she wasn't dating anybody
else at the time. And then we. But we just started chatting. And then | realized later that
she had actually broken up with this guy because he wasn't a Christian. We kind of got
to know each other through MySpace more so than at work. At work. Which was, |
thought, kind of funny too. And then one night | just, um, | decided, you know what? I'm
going to ask her out. So | did. And, um, we, uh, closed down a local Mexican restaurant.
And | knew it must have been love because she is not a night person. We were up
really late. But, yeah, we really just got to know each other. She was just, uh. She hadn't
been saved too long at the time. She had been about a year, year and a half or so when
| met her. She was just a real go get her for the Lord. You can tell, you know, she just.
She just. Her life was completely changed and, uh, it really attracted to me, to her right

off the bat. And, um. So, yeah. Yeah.

Lori Lassen: How long. How long later did you get married?

James: So we, |. We. We married in 2010. November 2010. So we had about a little
over a year, year and a half or so before we. We got married. Um. And, um. Yeah, uh,
just, um. My parents loved her. My. My family m. Her family loved me. Um, it was really,
you know, things started off really good. And, um, you know, just, um. We just. | was just

SO
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James: happy to meet a nice Christian gal, you know, that if | could settle down with the

rest of my life, you know, and | think she felt. She felt the same thing about me. And, um.

Matthew says communication problems in his marriage caused by

financial problems

Lori Lassen: So, yeah, well, what happened that you started to see problems in your

marriage?

James: So we. | think communication was such a problem. Um, not. It wasn't. It was
kind of our personalities. So she's a very go getter. She's very bold, very
straightforward, very cut and dry kind of Gal. I'm very laid back, very easygoing. Um,
you know, we, we also had some financial problems. Money was, was a big issue for us.
Um, we were both poor with finances, um, going into the marriage and you know, it just
um. | was. Ended up being in charge of that and it just, it was. | had a desire to be better
at it. | wanted to be better at it. You know, | wanted to save for a house and you know, all
that stuff that you know, we were in apartment at the time and we wanted to get out of
that and. But we just, we, we were so foolish. We spent a lot of money on stupid things
and we were always going on vacations and doing you know, just frivolous stuff and.
And uh, we had a lot of times where we just, you know, we were just. It was causing
problems because we were having trouble paying the bills and doing you know, like that
kind of stuff and. Yeah, um, I think it, that was a, that was a real big one. I think just the
money end of it. But, but communication was, was off at times too. We would, you know,

there'd be times where she would, you know, share something with me that was on her



heart and she was straightforward and I'm a kind of person that doesn't respond right
away. Like 1 like to think about things, I like to process things. And, and we would, she
would be sharing something and | would be quiet. | wouldn't be, you know, mhm.
Popping off or anything. And she would, she'd just get frustrated. Like, well, you're not
paying attention, you're not listening, you know, you're, you're just going off. And | would
be like, well just let me think about this. And yeah, but we would, we would go through
that and then there'd be. And times where it would just, you know, she would just kind
of withdraw after that because she thought | wasn't concerned about her issue or
problem or. And so uh, we, we would go through this cycle all the time and then there
was times where after we'd go through that cycle | would just give up. I'm like, well,
she's already thinks | don't care, you know, something like that. And um. So those two
things were really a uh, big, big thing and they, they snowballed into other things in our
life. You know, it. Those things cause some real problems with intimacy and, and you
know, uh, just um. You know, I, and the funny thing was I, | never really picked up on
any, you know, um, things that were going on. You know, I just thought this was normal,
like, husband and wife stuff. And | don't know if this is just a guy thing and we're just
ignorant, but, you know, | just never did, you know, and. And I, I've also been. Was the
kind of guy that | thought I could just fix anything, you know, | don't. | don't need
anything else. | don't need counseling. | don't need any of this or that or, you know, we
can just. We could just hammer this out. We can fix this. We don't need any, Any help or
anything like that. And, you know, and it. And in that season too, | was kind of a, um. I'd
say a lukewarm Christian. Very much so. I, | would, | would talk the talk, but | did walk
the walk. And you know, when you're. When you're married with somebody and you're
that close, it doesn't take long for them to figure that out. And | think after a while, after
a while, too, it was just, you know, | would say stuff and it would be true stuff, but it
didn't register with her because my actions never backed it up, you know, and that was

a cycle, I think we went through. Uh, for a while. Um, | was. It was kind of like the. The



parable of the sower in Matthew 13, you know, the guy that sewed the seeds on the. On
the thorny soil. You know, when the, when life's troubles and things came up, you know,
| just, you know, it was. | was unfruitful. And, um, that's kind of where | was. And | never
really saw the shift in her life, um, to few years later. And, um, but it would. Then it was

kind of a big, big thing after that.

James: Communication is so important in any marriage. If the

communication breaks down, then everything is lost

Lori Lassen: So you had mentioned that Amy didn't understand when you were
processing things. And | want to jump back to that for a second because just for our

listeners, for many people, that's seen as

00:10:00

Lori Lassen: rejection, you know, and two spouses are speaking basically two different
languages. And maybe you were not ignoring her or acting uninterested in it, but to her
it felt like a rejection because you weren't engaging with that conversation. We dove into
that a little bit in episode 216 in our interview with Drew Worsham, um, where we talked
about those differences. But that is just something that the enemy uses to just make a
bigger mountain of disconnect between a husband and wife because there's that
communication breakdown and, and we see that all the time. Um, it's so important. And
we tell our restored couples this to figure out your communication styles and then get
on the same page about it. Where. Uh. Okay, now, going into this, when your marriage
is restored, James, you guys are going to know that Amy likes to have you process

quicker. And if you can't process fast for that, and you need time to think about it or to,



you know, pray about it, then you have to say, | hear you, and | sympathize with you, but
| need to do this. And the communication. If. If the communication breaks down, then
that is, you know, everything is lost because you're just not talking to each other. So I'm
not surprised to hear that. | know many couples struggle with that. Um, was Amy aware
and praying for you? Was she, um. Because of your walk with the Lord, because you
were kind of being lukewarm, Was she encouraging you? Was she annoyed by where

you were at or what was going on, you know, when you were at that point?

James: Yeah, well, like, a lot of. | feel like I've heard a lot of testimonies of standards
that were the prodigal before that they were a stander. And that was my case, too. Um,
in fact, right before she left, probably the most heartbreaking thing that | heard was that
she said, you know, | just prayed and prayed and prayed for you, and you just never

changed.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

James: And. And that was. | noticed. That was the big part when I noticed she had just
kind of given up and quit. And, um. But that. That really started the process of me kind
of waking up a little bit. But m. She had gone so far. She had kind of drifted from the
Lord at that point. And | could tell, though, that that was where. But, yeah, no, |I. We
used to have this big brown chair in our living room. And, um, she used to do her Bible
studies and her devotions on this chair. And | know that was the chair that she was
praying for me on all the time. And after she told me that, | just. | had a hard time even
looking at that chair because | knew it was like. And she was right. You know, she was
absolutely right. You know, | was. I. | just focused on too many of the wrong things. You
know, | just didn't have my focus on the Lord, you know, and being in that season of

lukewarmness, you know, | had all this other stuff | was focusing on. And we were



constantly in debt. You know, we had to borrow from our retirement twice just to pay off
credit card debt. | mean, it was. It was bad. It was bad. And | was. | was. | was
constantly stressed out, and that was the other thing too is | never, | didn't handle stress
or conflict very well at all. I, | was very poor at. In fact, I'm still kind of a work in progress
on the conflict part of it. But, um, I, | didn't. And you know, a lot of times | would, you
know, kind of medicate. | would start drinking too much or, you know, just, just to calm
my nerves or the stress down. And that, of course, that never, that always caused us
more problems. And. Yeah, look, looking back on it, you know, I think, you know, just
that season was, um. You know, | just, | should have just been focused on the Lord and
the Lord was trying to get my attention. And | believe that the Lord allowed everything
that happened in our marriage to get my attention. And | believe it in the future it's going

to get hers eventually.

Lori Lassen: Yes.

James: But, yeah, I, | had kind of just lived that for, uh, quite a while. | had some ups
and downs in my, my walk with the Lord. I, | had some really good moments and some
really good mountains, but | also had some plateaus and | think the Lord was trying to
get me out of that cycle, you know, and, and | unfortunately brought those, those up
and down things into that, into the marriage. And | happened just to be in that cycle of
lukewarmness and in that, um, in that time. And that's when, that's when our problems,

| think, really, really, uh, happens.

Amy and | separated at the end of 2015 after three years together

Lori Lassen: How did he get your attention once you and Amy separated?



James: | would say, well, the fact she told me she was leaving was a big wake up call.

Um,

00:15:00

James: but | think | knew we had a, we had kind of a, um. And | won't go into the details
of what happened, but, uh, at the end of 2015, uh, she dropped a pretty major bomb on
me and something that happened three years prior to that, I, | won't, | won't go into
details on it, but it shook me up. Uh, it was very, very hurtful, very hard to hear. And um,
in fact we, I, | was just, | was so devastated, | couldn't even look at her or talk to her.
Like, I was just, | was just numb all over. Um, and so we, uh, at that point, you know,
and |, Even when she told me and I, after a couple of days of processing and | chose to
forgive her and | told her | forgave her, but I think she, she kind of started withdrawing
really then, and she actually moved into the other bedroom, you know, just, um. And
you could tell things were kind of just slipping away and, uh. Finally, February, the
following year, February 2016, she decided she was just gonna. She was gonna move
out and separate. And I, um, think that's when the Lord really started to kind of get, uh,
my attention that something's up. And you. | needed to wake up because this was
definitely serious. And so. But I'm kind of a slow learner, too. I. I'm. I'm kind of. And, you
know, and. And that. And that pride of | can still fix this was still there. Like, | can still fix
this. I still fix this. You know, but in the middle of that too, the Lord was like, hey, you
know, you need to get things right with me. And so | started that. That process of that.
And, um. But at that time, that whole entire year, it was hard. It was really hard. She was
drifting further and further from the Lord, and you could tell. And | was. We were in a
situation where she basically kind of just dumped the whole marriage on me.
Everything was kind of my fault. | was all kind of my. My doing. And | had try to humble

myself as much as | could and admit to my faults and failures and. And everything and.



But she's like, you know, basically, you. You need to fix this marriage. This is all on you
to fix. You need to kind of prove that, you know, we belong together, we're going to stay
married. And, you know, that's not ever going to work when two people aren't engaged
into it. It's just. But | did. | did try. And it just, um. | finally, um. After a year, and we did.
We had some, | mean, moments. We didn't even talk on our anniversary that year, you

know.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Wow.

James: Just. Just some. Yeah, it was just, um, you know, and I. | was just kind of in this
numb state for a little bit of it too. | was just so, like. Because | was still part of m. Me
just wanted to fix this myself, you know, | knew the Lord was getting a hold, trying to get
a hold of my life. He's trying to fix me. But, you know, that stupid pride that just, you
know, just like, I can do this. | can do this. | can do this. You know, it's just, you know, |
can. | can talk my way out of this. And that wasn't working. And, uh, I tried one last ditch
effort. February, uh, the following year, February 2017. And, uh, | sent, uh, her some
flowers and some chocolates and stuff at work and invited her to dinner for Valentine's
Day. And, uh, it did not have the, uh, the result that | was looking for to say the least it
was, it turned into a long, uh, drug out fight that whole day at work. And well, of course
all of the co workers and people that | know and she knows were all witness to it. They
knew we were going through stuff and it just, it, it fell apart. And that's when she, she
told me that she wanted a divorce. And, um, 1, | fought against it. And I, | told her even
prior to that, during the year we were separated, | said, you know, divorce is not on the
table for me. I'm sorry, | just, you know, | don't believe in it. | said, God hates it. | don't
want to be a part of this. You know, we need to fix this, you know, and, and so, you
know, she, and she was initially, | think when, even when she left and she separated,

she, she even said that too. She's like, a divorce is not something | want, something |



desire, any of that. But at that moment, um, after that thing, uh, with work and she just,
she's. I'm done. I'm out. I'm. I'm not. And I, we argued back and forth and I, | just said,

you know, |

00:20:00

James: don't, you know, you don't have to, we don't have to like each other right now,
but this is not the way to go. We. | just, | mean, | was really adamant and uh, she just
finally said, you know, well, | can't afford to get a lawyer. | can't afford to legally do this
financially if you're not gonna, if you're gonna fight this. But she said, I'm just gonna, I'm

just gonna start dating other people in front of you.

When did you start standing and praying for your marriage

Lori Lassen: Wow.

James: Married or not.

Lori Lassen: Married or not, when did you start standing and praying for your marriage?

When did you first hear about that?

James: You know, it's funny, | never really under. | never heard the term standing for
marriage. Um, | just, | knew right after. So after I, we finally ended up divorcing about a
month later and I, um, was just, | was in such a. Hurt, shocked. | had, uh. | remember
Charlene, you explained about EKG of emotions for one podcast. Yeah, mine was a,

mine was a seismograph. It was all over the place. And so | was, | was just all, ah, | was



just a hot mess. I. And, But | knew, you know, fortunately my, my parents are such godly
people and they really just started steering me toward the Word in prayer. Um, and, uh,
so | really just started to just get in the Word and | knew, you know, that | wanted to
pray for her and | knew that, okay, just because we divorced doesn't mean this is the
end. I, | was cognizant of that. M. And um, yeah. And so | just said, lord, I'll just press
start praying for her. | had no idea. Like | said, | didn't know what standing for marriage
meant. | had never, never heard that concept. I'm just like, well, God, | know you hate
divorce. You know, | didn't want to do. You didn't, | didn't want to do this. This was not,
you know, this wasn't me. But I'm just going to start praying for her. And so I'm, I'm a
mailman by trade at the time and | was just walking around my route every day, just up
and down the street, just praying for her and just over and over and over and over and |
just, and um, you know, it was, | just like, okay Lord, | don't even know where to go from

here. I'm just going to pray for her.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And the power of prayer is powerful though. Yeah. There's nothing

more. That's the best thing to do, is pray.

James: Mhm. It is, it is. And uh, that went on for a while. Um, and but where | kind of
missed the boat a little bit was spiritual warfare. Yeah, um, | didn't, you know, and | grew

up in a Pentecostal house. This should be like Theology 101.

Charlyne Steinkamp: You should have known.

James: | should have known. But | am a thick headed guy so it takes me a while. But
you know, it really, uh, you know, | just felt like | was suspended. My wheels in prayer,
you know, and I just felt like there was nothing happening about, you know, the little

information that | was coming my way with her. It felt like she was getting worse and we,



we didn't have any kids so communication was the first thing that went completely away.
And so we didn't talk for a while and um, you know, it just, | just. Fact | was, | was close
to quitting my stand a couple times, um, in that process. But you know, the Lord, | know
the Lord wants me to do this because he's. He sent people in my path to really
encourage me. | actually about three years in, um, | was at church one Sunday and the
night before | was just, | was just done. Um, | just told the Lord, | can't do this anymore.
This is too emotional. | can't, you know, the more | pray, the worse it's getting. Lord. |
just, just you know, 1 just, I'll pray for her. But I. You know, | don't really care about the
marriage. Just let me live bachelor, fabulous the rest of my days. | don't care. You know,
just. I don't. | don't want. | don't want anything to do with this marriage anymore. Just.
Yeah, cast her in the sea of forgetfulness with a jet Ski and let her zoom out of my head.
You know, I just. | don't want her. | don't want her, you know, | don't want to be thinking

about this anymore.

Lori Lassen: And, yeah.

James: Um, so.

One Sunday at church, God spoke through my pastor, almost verbatim

And I. And it was a very emotional, like, just, Lord, | just want to be done. And next
Sunday at church, God must have called my pastor, because he. He. | can't even
remember what the sermon was about, but pretty much everything that | prayed to the
Lord the night before, my pastor rebuked in that sermon the next day. | mean, almost

verbatim. It was. It was like | had a conversation
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with just him alone. It was. | mean, it was that the Holy Spirit. | knew that God was
listening because he definitely spoke through my pastor. And then after the service was
over, after being. Just getting the Holy Spirit beat down, | was kind of just sitting there in
the pew, and I noticed this guy was kind of looking at me throughout the service. And
after service was over, he came up to me and he introduced himself, and he just said,
you know, I. I look at. I, uh, sit in different spots in the church every, every Sunday. And
he said, you know, I. | just asked the Lord if | can pray for somebody. And he told me to
come talk to you. And | was like, wow. And so I. So he goes, well, is there anything | can
pray for you for? And I'm like, wow. And | just broke down. I just. | told. I. I just told this
poor man, | dumped my purse out. | just said, I. | let him have, uh, all the conversations

| had, the prayers | prayed the night before, my. Everything.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: And, you know. And, you know, | didn't really know exactly what he was going to

respond to, but it wasn't what | thought he was. And he just simply looked me in the.

Right. Straight in the face and just said, the Lord doesn't want you to give up on your

wife.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

James: And | was like. | just knew that that was God because m. | was done. | was

literally done. | just didn't want to do it. But the Lord sent that. And the funny part is our



church has grown so much. | have not seen him since. | don't know where he is. | don't
know if he's still going there, but that day, Lord sent that man. So he prayed for me that
day. Um, | went home and I just said, lord, that was obviously from you. | don't know
how to do this. | said, but we'll have to figure this out because this is obviously what you
want me to do. And so that really began my, my journey, | think, on my standing part of
it, like, the real standing part of it right there. And so | just started looking into podcasts
and different, um, just testimony. | just went on YouTube and just started just finding
anything. It was kind of amazing how | didn't find Rejoice until about two years after
that. Like, wow. | knew, | knew your material was there. And | just, | just started just, just
clicking on any video | could find of restored marriages and different things and heard,
heard some amazing, um, testimonies. And that's where | really first heard, um, the, uh,
term standing for marriage. And I, | had no idea what that meant. I, |, that was the first
time I'd ever heard that. And, um, but I, I actually got plugged into, um, a podcast from
some alumni from Rojoise, Tom and Amy Larson. Oh, yeah, um, did Purpose Marriage.
And | just started listening, uh, to some of their podcasts and was like, wow, this is like
what | need. And, um, they, uh, toward the end of it, Tom had kind of shared how
Rejoice had really helped him. So I, uh, as soon, as soon as the podcast was, was
done, |, | started listening to Rejoice and, um, the podcast that you, you guys put out
and the, and the, just the testimonies and, you know, the thing that really challenged
me and thing that | love about this ministry is that you guys just really hit on the word of
God. And that's what | needed in my life. | needed to get the word in me, and | didn't. |
knew a lot of scriptures. | knew a lot of different things, but I really needed to soak that
in me. And that really, I think, started pushing me forward in my stand and really kind of

got me going.

Lori Lassen: Yeah, that's neat.



It sounds like God has really transformed you in this time

It sounds like God has really transformed you in this time. And what, what are some of
the ways that he has, um, changed your life? Like what, what are, what is your life like
now that you're walking with the Lord day in and day out? Did you start getting into

Bible reading? What are some things that God's, uh, opened in your life?

James: | really got into journaling. Um, I'm not as good at it as I'd like to be, but |
actually, I have a full, full journal full of stuff from about 2017. | started journaling there.
I'm actually just started my second book of journaling. Um, you know, I'm just really, you
know, I, it's just, | made more of a conscious effort to be in the Word and in prayer every
day. You know, | used to think that | had to make these big long prayers every morning

and |, and | still,

00:30:00

James: you know, pray a lot and. But you know, the Lord has kind of showed me that |
can just pray little prayers throughout the day, little things. Um, you know, I've, |, uh, |
battled discouragement for a long time. Um, and in fact, within, I'd say the last year, that
was a real, um, hard thing for me. | was, I'm definitely a calendar watcher, you know,
Lord, you know, this is, this is, I'm getting, I'm not getting any younger here. You know,
when was this gonna happen, you know, all this stuff. And you know, but I, it really
finally hit me that all these, these things in our lives when we're standing for marriage,
you know, discouragement, circumstances, anxiousness, all those things, you know,
there's an answer in God's word for all of that. So | kind of just, | just kind of committed
myself to those things. And I, | knew discouragement was a big thing for me, so | was

like, | started looking up, you know, scriptures on discouragement and you know,



Deuteronomy 31:8, you know, | am the Lord your God. Do not be discouraged. Do not
be dismayed. Second, um, Chronicles 20, you know, which is my favorite passage in
the Bible, | just love that story. That was one, that a passage that the Lord gave me right
off the bat. And two times the Lord told, you know, Jehoshaphat and the people of
Judah, you know, don't be discouraged, you know, I'm going to be with you, you know,
and so within, I'd say the last year. And again, I'm a slow learner. So this takes this. I've
been, I've been between my divorce and um, my separation, I've actually been standing
longer than | was married. | was only married seven years. Yeah, so. So I've been
divorced for eight and a half and we were separated for a year, so nine and a half years.

Mhm. So I, I'm a really slow learner. But we're all a work in progress.

Lori Lassen: Yeah, we're all a work in progress.

James: Amen. Amen but within the last year, you know, one of the things that uh, has
been so good and I'm just so thankful to the Lord for is I've. As I've been trying to put
more and more of these scriptures into, into my, my head stuff. M. When these
moments, especially of discouragement, uh, come, you know, it's almost like the Lord
slows those moments down and just says hey, is that for me? That's not from you. Oh,
by the way, I, I'm the Lord your God. Do not be discouraged. Do not be dismayed. You
know, and I've had recently with my job. Um, so my, my wife actually um, she works for
the same job as | do and um, | have been praying for an open door, a communication

for a long time.

Lori Lassen: Share that with our listeners. You've had years of no communication at all?

James: Right, Right. Well we had, we've had texts and a few random phone calls over

the years. Yeah but we, there'd be times we'd go a year, year and a half without talking



and it was almost all work related stuff. So yeah, uh, we're both uh, postal employees.
Um, and um, so we uh, but had no communication, very little. And so I've been, I've
been praying and praying and praying for that. And um. And you know it was kind of
funny. | didn't really feel a call to share about my stand with her. Even though | kind of
wanted to. | didn't feel that, like that urging, that nudging to do that pull up a little over a
year. About a year and a half ago | kind of really felt um, like God really kind of wanted
to open that door a little bit. And so, and | had been praying for opportunities, work
related, other way, you know, ways related to have that communication be open. And so
I, | found out about a year and a half ago that uh, she was going into management with
our, with our job and with our job. It's um, that the opportunities for us to work together
when she's in management actually really opened up. And so, so | was really just
pressed on the Lord to okay this, this might be an open door here. And so | took a day
of uh, prayer and fasting at work and | uh, I just said you know what, I'm just going to
call her. And so | did. And uh, | called her and um, she was very nice, very friendly to
me and uh, | said, you know, | congratulated her on her management position and this
was last July. And uh, I uh, just said um, you Know, you being in management now and
me, um, in the craft, you know, our opportunities to work together, um, you know, they
might. It might happen. And she's like, yeah, | know. And I. | thought about that too. And,

you know, I just said, you know, | just want
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James: want to reiterate with you that. And just make everything clear that, you know, if
you. We work together, that, uh, I will maintain professionalism. I'm not going to bring up
any of our garbage or any of our past or anything like that. | said, I'll just, you know, be
a, you know, just a model employee and. And, you know, I'll. I'm not gonna make life

hard for you, basically, is what | was trying to get. But I. | was.



James says he met his new boss for the first time in six years

| was asking the Lord about sharing something about my stand. | didn't know exactly
how the wording was going to go. We hadn't had a lot of communication. She was with.
She's with another person still currently with this other person. And. And, um. So I. But |
said, um, you know, | said, amy, you know, there's something | do want to share with
you. And | said, um, you know, we haven't seen each other and at this point, we hadn't
seen each other in person or talked in person in over five and a half years. So it's been.
It was a. It was a long time. And so | said, you know, um, we haven't seen each other in
a while and, um, you know, it's going to be awkward enough working together after all
this time and everything. And | said, but one thing you need to know about me, and one

thing you'll notice right off the bat, is I'm still wearing our wedding ring.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | knew you were going to say that. And | never took mine off.

James: Well, | took mine off for a while, but I, um. I got convicted after reading one of

Bob's books.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Praise the Lord.

James: | put a. Put a bet, put that back on with all of her wedding pictures, too. | had
taken those down for a while. But | said, you know, | told her, | just said, you know, my
wedding ring is still on. | said, I'm not going to beat you up about my convictions on it or
why I'm wearing it or any of that kind of thing. But | said, um, you know, | welcome a
conversation with you about it whenever you're ready to have that conversation about it.
And it got kind of quiet on that end of the phone. And, um. But, you know, she was

really, um, nice and very friendly. And so, um, fast forward. Um, uh, so that was last July.



So this June, um, I had actually taken a new job in the post office. And, um, one of the
stations | picked up, | showed up as my. It's my very first stop of the day. And, um, | walk
in to just do my. Do my thing. And | heard this voice out of the corner office say, hey,

James. And, uh, looked over and it was her.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

James: This was. This. This was June of the June of this year. This is the first time I've

seen her and talked to her in person in six years.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

Charlyne Steinkamp: What a God moment.

James: Oh, man. It's something | had been praying for for so long. In fact, it was. | was
so shocked, | couldn't even say anything stupid. Like, | just. | was like, uh, I, you know,
you know, like, hello. And. But she was so nice and so, so professional. And, uh, you
know, uh, and it's. And so she. Yeah. And so she's like, well, I'm gonna be. I'm gonna
be, uh, be the supervisor at this office for a while. And I'm like, oh, okay. All right. And so
the last few months, um, it's. She's actually been my boss a couple different times at my

job. So she was running this other office and she was my boss at times too.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

James: Yeah. And, um, you know, my job right now being as stressful and as hard and

it's a lot of stuff going on with it. She was thrown in the middle of that stress and chaos

and some things. She's had some really, some challenges with that too. But the really



beautiful thing is I've been able to serve her in the workplace. I've been. I've gone out of
my. Got out of my way to help her out. I've gone, you know, | volunteered on my days off
to help her out. I've got gone, you know, above and above and beyond. And, um, you
know, | just, um.You know, our conversations are still mostly work related. You know,
they're nothing. She's. She. She kind of pumps the brakes when it starts getting
personal a little bit. But. But, um. But I've noticed in the last couple of weeks she's
actually really warmed up to me and we can actually, we can actually joke and talk
about things. And, um, I'm just grateful to the Lord. In fact, | told the Lord when | first
saw her there, | said, lord, | don't care if all | get is a hello, how's your day? Thank you

for opening this door of connect. Of, uh, communication, you
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James: know, because you can, you can use a hello for your glory, you know, And | just.
| just. That was my, my purpose. And I'm just. I'm grateful to the Lord for opening up that

door and. Yeah, you know, it's huge, so. It's huge. It is huge.

The crazy part on the other end of this, and | feel like I'm living

The crazy part on the other end of this, and | feel like I'm kind of living in a soap opera a
little bit. So the person that she's, she's with currently, uh, he works at the end of my
night. And | didn't know this at all when I. And somebody, one of my co workers pointed
this out to me. And, um, you know, | just, uh, it was. It was kind of amazing. And I.
Because | had been praying that they, you know, they would break up and the Lord
would separate them and all this time, and | just. | didn't know if they were still together

or not. | hadn't heard. You know, | was. I'm off her social media feeds and everything, so



| don't really know what's going on in her life. Um, he's on the other end of this. So I'm
literally praying coming and going to work these days because he's on the other end of
it. I actually haven't spoken or talk. Talked to him yet. It's. It's kind of a big, big facility
and we're usually really busy at that time of night, but, you know, But | found myself

praying for him too.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

James: At the end of the day, you know, he doesn't know the Lord. He needs Jesus too.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That's right. Yeah, that's right.

Lori Lassen: On our website, we have a resource with a, uh, scripted prayer that you
can pray for the other person because it is important to pray for them. And who knows
what his personal situation is. He might have a spouse that's waiting for him as well. So.

Absolutely pray for that other person.

James: Yes, yes. Well, you know, I, I look at it like, you know, Jesus died for this person
too. You know, he doesn't know why he's in this. He just thinks he's in love with my

spouse. He's just in this relationship, you know, he's completely. Doesn't. Doesn't know
anything about the covenant of marriage or any of that, you know, And. But one thing |
have found by just praying for this guy every day, there is no. There is no anxiousness.
There's no, there's just. There's just peace. And | see him on the work floor all the time.

| just, | just say a quick little prayer, Lord, just Say m. Just save this man. Save this man.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

James: And you know, uh, and, and nothing going into, you know, the Lord's timing. You
know, there was a, there was a time where | was really frustrated that | didn't feel like
the Lord was really answering prayer. You know, | was, want this door, both
communication to open. | wanted all these things to, and I, there was all these times
where | thought, oh, here Lord, this is an opportunity. Here Lord, there's an opportunity.

And none of it happened until now. But, but you know, the Lord's timing is so perfect.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: You know, he is, he is not slow concerning his promises. And | look back about
even, even a year and a half, two years ago, | probably would not have been ready to
be in the situation that I am now spiritually. | can, | can honestly say that I, I, I still
probably would have been discouraged, anxious, probably would have stuck my foot in
my mouth multiple times. | mean, | know, | know | m, know myself. And | just, and | can
look back at it now and | can just say, lord, thank you for your perfect timing now, for
putting me in this, in this situation now when you, you knew | was ready now you knew |
wasn't ready then. Thank you, thank you Lord for that. You know, and I, | am just great
grateful for God's timing. And you know, it just reminded me, you know, uh, you know,
he is, he is the author and he's the finisher of our faith. He, he is writing our story. | want
him to have the pen and pad to my life and just say, you know, you, you direct, Lord, this
is your timing. You are long suffering. I'm thankful that he's long suffering in her life, that
he is gracious in her life. | want, you know, you know, Bible says that he doesn't punish
us as our sins deserve. You know, | don't, | don't want ill for her. | want her to come right
back to the Lord. And that's going to be in his timing. And I'm just, you know, it just, I'm

just so thankful that God, his grace and his mercy just brought me to this place where |



am now. And I, and, but | can go back and look and see like, okay, yes, this was the
right time. This was, mhm. You know, that time wasn't the right time. You weren't ready
for that. And then now going forward, when | pray for her, when I'm seeking answers to
prayer, I'm like, lord, | know this is in your time, but you've proven that you've answered
prayers, and you've proven that you answer prayers in your time, and that's so
00:45:00

James: important. And, uh, I'm just grateful for God's grace and long suffering and
mercy in my life to. You know, because |. There were times | was. | was just. I'd get
frustrated, stubborn, and I. There were times | felt like | was hanging onto the stand
with, like, kung fu ninja grip.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah.

James: You know, I'm gonna. I'm gonna do this. | know you want me to do this, Lord, but.
Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah.

James: Yeah, but his. His timing is so perfect, and it's so.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely.

Do you ever wonder where you would be if not for Christ

Let me read a, ah, scripture from 1st Peter 3 that came to mind when you were talking.



Um, verse 14 says, but even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. Do
not fear their threats. Do not be frightened, but in your hearts revere Christ is. Lord,
always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. And it sounds like God
has transformed you to the point where that's what you can do now with your
interactions. And that's such a test. Testament to his movement in your life over the past
few years, um, do you ever wonder where you would be if you had not started standing

for your marriage and not, um, had this encounter with Christ where He's changed you?

James: Oh, absolutely. I. I think I. I'd still be going through the motions as a Christian,

probably.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: Um, in all honesty, | don't think, you know, it's amazing how God uses the hard

things and hardships in our lives to draw us to Him.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: Because He. What He. He desires that relationship with us. And. And some of
those hardest things that we go through in our lives are the things that have, uh. You
know, we lean into the Lord. He really just meets us where we are there, and he desires
that. And |. The Lord brought me to a place when my marriage ended that | didn't know
what to do. That's why | think I'm so thankful that he gave me 2nd Chronicles 20 right
off the bat. You know, Jehoshaphat. Talk about somebody that was up. Up against it.
You know, he. You know, his Judah was about ready to get wiped out. You know, he. He

prayed the ultimate, you know, prayer of desperation. You know, that's where | was, you



know. And, uh, | love what it says. It says, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord.

Lori Lassen: Yes.

James: And when | read that, | was like, you know, What, Lord? I'm going to resolve to
inquire of you because | need that. You know, | know you're trying to get, you're trying
to get my attention. And at the end of that, that beautiful prayer that he prayed is. He
said, lord, we don't know what to do, but our eyes are on you. And that, that ministered
to me so much, um, at that time. And, uh, you know, | just said, lord, | don't know what
to do. | don't know what to do. My marriage is over. My, My life is upside down, but my
eyes are going to be on you. Yeah. Amen. Amen. And, you know, it's just, um, I'm, you
know, | would wouldn't wish what happened to me, you know, on anybody. I, you know,
[, the, the things that | went through in my life, the, the ups and downs of my marriage,
uh, you know, if I could. We obviously can't turn back the clock and make changes and
anything like that, but, you know, | would, | wouldn't trade what the Lord has done in my
life, through my failure, through my brokenness, through all the struggles that | had in
my marriage and in the season of my life for what he's done now in me and what he's
continuing to do in me. | wouldn't trade that at all. And, um, you know, | just, I'm thankful

that he loves me enough.

Sometimes God allows the things that he hates to accomplish the

things he loves

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah.

James: You know, to allow. Allow something. You know, one of my favorite quotes is



from, uh, Johnny Eareckson. Tada. And she said, you know, sometimes God allows the

things that he hates to accomplish the things that he loves. And he said his word. His

word says he hates divorce. He hates it. He hates it. And he allowed me to go through

something that he hates.

Lori Lassen: Mhm.

James: To accomplish something greater and bigger.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: And that is what, a testament to our, to our God, you know, that he, our perfect,

sovereign God that hates something. Yeah.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

James: He said, I, I will. I will allow you to go through this because | have something, |

have something greater for you at the other end of this.

Lori Lassen: | love it.

James: | just, you know, it's just, uh, it's such a. Just. | mean, it just, it warms my heart

even when | think about that, because it just, uh, you think of how perfect and sovereign

and all good our God is to go
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James: against something that he designed in the beginning, you know, marriage. And,
and then we as, as broken people screw up and break and go against everything that
he designed it to be. And yet at the end of it, he's like, yeah, | have something better for

you through this.

Lori Lassen: And | had a plan.

James: Wow. Yes. Yes. Yes, he did.

James, what would you say to men struggling with spiritual warfare

Lori Lassen: Well, James, | know your testimony is going to touch the men and women
that are listening to this, and our time is coming to a close. But | want to ask you, before
we close, if you could just, um, give us some input on how you get through the days
that are long. | know for many men especially, because they can tend to be more, um,
reserved sometimes, and they don't want to go to church alone. They don't want to get
involved in community activities, and they end up isolated. And so what would you say
to the men today to encourage them if they're struggling with that? What has helped

you?

James: Well, the first thing | would. | would tell any stander in general, um, embrace
spiritual warfare. Um, get into the word. Get into it. Um, you can. I'm amazed that |
actually stood this long without embrace. Fully embracing it. It's the grace of God. But I'll
tell you, you will go through emotions all the time. You're going to go through ups and
downs, discouragement, anxiousness. Pick an emotion. You will go through it. Embrace

spiritual warfare. Um, JP Pakuta's book that you guys have in your bookstore.



Lori Lassen: Yep. Your story has a villain.

James: |, | can't recommend that book enough. Go get that book that. I'm gonna go

back and reread that. But, um, you know, as far as you know, and, And I'm like this too.
I'm. I'm kind of an isolation guy too. I, | found, um. My. Found myself, um, in that too, but
find, um, you know, a prayer partner. You know, I, I'm very, I'm very fortunate. | have two

really good friends of mine that have been with me on this journey for a long time. I.

Lori Lassen: Awesome.

James: My family, My family's been, um. They don't know all, Every detail, but they've
been praying for me. They know I'm praying for my wife too, but. But | would just, you
know, find that, um, find that prayer person. You know, there's even, ah, groups on
Facebook. There's standing groups on Facebook. Reach out to social media. Um, yeah,
[, um, I, I'm, I'm in one right now. Um, through. Well, uh, Jason Carver, uh, guess that,
that you had. Yes. Danny, supernaturally, he's. He's got a Facebook group and there's a
lot of. There's a lot of men on there. You know, | would just. There's so. There's so many
resources online today, um, that are so good and | just say reach out and, and, um,

look, the Lord will help you find those people. You know, you ask for it.

Lori Lassen: Yes.

James: Pray for it. Yeah. Just give it to the Lord. And, but yes, | know how men are. And
we're like, yeah, I'm not gonna, I'm not gonna open up. I'm not gonna do this. You know,
I'm, I'm, that, I'm that way too. It took me a long time. If you, if you would have told me

five years ago I'd be doing this, I'd be like, not a chance.



Lori Lassen: Sometimes you have to just take that first step and then think about it later.
You gotta just step into it. You know, ask that, that other man that you see at church,
hey, would you pray for me? Or that friend you had. | just had somebody approach,
approach me and say, would you help mentor me? And so be willing to go to a godly
person and ask them to pray for you or to mentor you or whatever you need, you need

to reach out to people.

With the Internet, you can really click and find help with your marriage

| love that.

James: Right. And I've actually, it's kind of funny. I've even just by wearing my wedding
ring, I've actually been able to share my story with people too. You know, people that
aren't even Christians, you know, so, you know, people, people watch, you know, they
know that I'm divorced and I'm still wearing a wedding ring. And they're like, why is that
guy doing that? You know, you just never know. You just never know. And, but, um,
yeah, there are, there are so many resources, especially on Facebook. There are
Facebook groups, uh, withstanding people that are standing and praying for their
marriage. | would just recommend getting yourself plugged in, um, to that, um, there's,
you know, I, 1, | just thinking that, Charlene, you started this ministry over 30 years ago
with no Internet, and, and no, no, you know, and you were just doing this in a pastor's

office, you know, and | just think, wow.

Lori Lassen: You know, mailing, mailing cassettes, mailing cassettes out every month,

and look what God has done.



James: Yeah.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And you don't give up. And that was one of the things, is that, you

know,
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Charlyne Steinkamp: marriage, uh, even 30 years ago, with circumstances that the
church would almost say, you have this excuse, you have, uh, this hole that, uh, could
be a, you could maybe get divorced. And that's how | ended up getting divorced, you

know, know is now with.

Lori Lassen: Now with the Internet, with, with the resources, you can really click and

find help with that.

James: Amen. Yeah. Amen.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Nothing is too hard for the Lord. Nothing.

James: Nothing.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Is too hard for the Lord.

James: Amen. Amen.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. Well, James, thank you for sharing your story. | cannot wait to see

what God does in your life and in your wife's life. And | cannot wait to have you both



back on sharing about your restoration story.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Positive.

Lori Lassen: And uh, keep journaling all those answers to prayer because God is

moving when.

Let me interject about journaling because, James, Bob,

Charlyne Steinkamp: Let me interject about journaling because, James, Bob, uh, about
six months, uh, after he came home, he said to me one, uh, one day, I've got a favor to
ask you and | want to want you to think about it, but | would love to read all your
journaling. And | go, you know, you know how you journal, you share, write everything
about yourself and all. Uh, and | said, oh, wow, | don't know. | said, that was really bad
times in my life. | don't know if you want to read all about that, you know, you know what
you were doing. And | was praying. And he goes, no, | really would like to do it. And |
prayed, | said, and the Lord said, let him read what you were doing. And it really
humbled him. And he says, | know why | came home, because | know that you just gave
it your all to wait no matter what | was doing. And he says, and | was doing a lot of bad
things | shouldn't have been doing. So journaling is very, very good for you. And in the
future it will also touch, show your husband or wife the love and commitment you had to

your marriage.

James: Amen. Amen. I've actually thought about that Charlene a few times too,

because I've, I've had some pretty honest entries in my journals too.



Charlyne Steinkamp: | did too. | did too.

James: And | was like, well, but you know, | think when, you know, when she does read
those, because |, I'm believing and trusting the Lord is going to restore this marriage. |
have full confidence in the Lord on this. But when she is ready to, she's ready to read
that stuff, she'll be in a place where she's able to understand it and, and it won't be hard
for her to read. You know, it is, right? And, and um, no, but that's, I, I, |, the honesty that
is in my journals. Um, but you know, that's, that's such a good thing. Ah, journaling is
such important. | think that's why it's so important is, you know, we're able just to get,
get, get those things out on paper and we can go back and look at those things later
and see where we were at those particular times in our lives and understand and no, I,

[, I'm really glad that the Lord prompted me to start doing that.

Lori Lassen: So | love that. Well, James, thank you for sharing. | know your story is

going to bless so many and, um, we appreciate you.

James: Thank you guys so much for having me.

James shared with us about telling his wife he was praying for their

marriage

Lori Lassen: Well, | hope that you enjoyed our conversation with James. | know that we
really enjoyed talking to him and getting to hear from him. And it's unique to hear about
a prodigal who was once the person being prayed for that is now the person that is
standing and praying for their marriage. And | hope that you walked away today just

standing taller and more resolved than ever to just stand in the gap and to fight for your



spouse. | want to hit on two topics that we talked about in today's episode. The first one,
James shared with us about telling his wife that he was praying for the marriage. And |
want to encourage you, | know some of you do not have communication with your
spouse. You may not know where they live. You may not know their phone number. Pray
that God would open the door for you to be able to share that you are praying and
standing and fighting for your marriage. It does not need to be a secret from your
husband or wife. Tell them that you desire to work on this marriage. Tell them that you
want to forgive them. Tell them that you have been changed because of God and that
you want to go into this marriage with a new place. Do it because God will use that to
possibly soften their heart. And so | really want to encourage you that if you have a way
to text your spouse, if you have a way to write them a letter, pray that God would open

the door for you to be able to do that, to just share with them that you're
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Lori Lassen: praying, you're standing, and you're fighting. The second thing | want to
share with. It seems like every episode I'm mentioning this book, but it's a great book.
Your story has a Villain by Jonathan Pacluda. If you can pick up that book, it is a great
read about spiritual warfare and about understanding what the enemy is doing to try to
bring discouragement and to try to break up marriages. And so grab a copy of that
book. You can get it at our bookstore. I'll drop a link in the show notes for you. And |

know that it will change your life. So until next time, keep fighting for your marriage.

Rejoice Marriage Ministries is seeking donations as we wind down

the year



Lori Lassen: Hi, it's Laurie. | hope you're enjoying this podcast. | know that we have
enjoyed so much this past year in producing so many new podcasts and creating the

content that | really think is resonating with.

Lori Lassen: So many of you.

Lori Lassen: We appreciate your support in listening to the podcast and we appreciate
your support, um, in subscribing to receive them and sharing the episodes with other

people. We have had a phenomenal response from people who have really committed,
communicated to tell us how much it means to them. As we wind down the year, | also

want to make you aware of where you can donate if you would.

Lori Lassen: Like to support the work that we.

Lori Lassen: Do here at Rejoice Marriage Ministries. You can visit rejoiceministries.org
and right on the top of that page, you can donate your donation if it's being mailed,
needs to be postmarked by December 31. We are so thankful for all of you, you who
give sacrificially. And we know that according to the scripture, the Bible says that your
first fruits, your tithe, should go to your local church. And that is what we have always
taught at Rejoice Marriage Ministries, and that's what we encourage you to do. So we
understand that when you're giving to us, you're giving from above and beyond your
tithe, and we appreciate that. And we look to see how God will continue to multiply the
gifts that are given so we can continue to minister to people. Thanks for joining us today

as we.

Lori Lassen: Proclaim that God heals hurting marriages.



Lori Lassen: Take time to visit our website@ rejoiceministries.org.

Lori Lassen: For additional resources for your marriage.
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