Ep 227 Richy’s Testimony A Husband Transformed by
God

This is the fight for your marriage podcast with Charlene and Lori

Charlyne Steinkamp: M.
Charlyne Steinkamp: M. Foreign.

Lori Lassen: Thanks for joining us for the fight for your marriage podcast with Charlene
and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage through Jesus
Christ. Hi. Welcome to another episode of the fight for your marriage podcast. This is
Lori and Charlene, and we are thrilled that you're with us today. Our guest is Richie,
and you're going to love hearing his testimony of how God has changed him and what
the Lord has been doing in his life as he is praying and fighting for the restoration of his
marriage. So | hope you enjoy our talk with Richie. Well, Richie, thank you for being with
us today. We are excited to, um, hear more of your story and what God's been doing in

your life and in your stand.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And we're thrilled to have you be able to encourage other people

of what you're doing, because nothing's with God. Nothing is too hard.
Lori Lassen: Absolutely.

Richy: Absolutely. Thank you, Charlene and Lori, for having me. This. This is an honor

for me because, like. Like we were discussing earlier, I've listened to all the podcasts,



and this is a tremendous honor for me. | was hoping one day | would get to meet you

guys. So here | am.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Here you are.

Richy: Here we are.

Lori Lassen: | love it.

Richie and his wife have been separated for 26 months

Well, Richie, how would you describe the season of life that you're in right now?

Richy: Um, it's very hard. Um, you know, my wife and I've been separated for 26
months, almost 27. Um, so the first Christmas that we were separated, we still did
things as a family. And, um, Thanksgiving, our anniversary is October 7th, so she
moved out October 9th, two days after our 23rd anniversary. Um, and when she moved
out, we still did things as a family. And that Thanksgiving, we went to Williamsburg,
Virginia. And then that Christmas, we actually drove to the Florida Keys. So, um, we
knew it was a long drive, and | was actually looking forward to it because | thought this
gives us a chance to be together. The kids, long drive. | would not drive again. I'd fly

next time. But it was.

Charlyne Steinkamp: A lot of miles.

Richy: Yeah. We got down to Jacksonville, and that was like, okay, we're spending the



night here. Then we continued on. I did not realize how long the state of Florida. Florida

was.

Lori Lassen: It's ridiculous.

Richy: Yes.

Lori Lassen: But pretty when you get there to the Keys.

Richy: Oh, beautiful. And we had awesome time. And so | was thinking in that season
there, | was like, | can almost feel like she was starting to connect back to me and the
kids. Right, right. Well, the last two Christmases. No, | mean, or to be two years, that
she's pretty much cut everything Off. And the only time | really, we do anything as a
family is on the kids birthdays. And so the last two Christmases and two Thanksgivings,
uh, I haven't seen her. And it's tough. Last Christmas was worse than this year. This
year was bad. But last year was even worse. I'll just. I. | was like lost. | just. Yeah. Um, |
remember Charlene, you. You talking about just spending time with the Lord and that's
what | did. And | prayed. I. | was like, lord, help me. And, and this is one thing | know in

the Bible, you know, says, he gives us peace that surpasses all understanding.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Richy: And he does, because he's given it to me a lot.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.



What was happening in your marriage prior to your wife moving out

What, um, led to your separation, what was happening in your marriage prior to your

wife moving out?

Richy: I've been thinking back on that. Lori. | can't pinpoint one thing. | know early on we
got married, um, she and | are kind of headstrong. | always blame it on my German
heritage on my mom's side. But we would have arguments. And her mom said one time
to us, she was like, I didn't think you guys have asked two years because, wow, we
would get in arguments. But then when our daughter came along, we had been married
three years and, um, things are going along okay. | thought we were. | thought we had a
happy marriage, to be honest with you. Um, and then, um, a couple of months before

she met, this is in 2023, that
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Richy: summer, we were going out to eat and, um, | could sense something. Something
wasn't right. And she was driving and. And | said, do you love me? And she didn't say
anything at first. And she said, | don't know. And she started crying. She said, | don't
know if I'm going through a midlife crisis or what. And so then my. | was like, something
is going on here, right? And then, um, when she told me that she was going to move
out, um, and that she wanted a separation and divorce, it was like something clicked in
me that, like, it's like | felt the Lord say, richie, | need to draw you back near to me.
Because looking back on it, | could see where | was kind of drifting myself in my
relationship with Jesus. And looking, uh, back on, | absolutely was. And | came
downstairs and just got on my knees. | was like, lord, forgive me for. | just felt apathy

sometimes. Like | was just going through the motions. | was like, lord, | repented that I.



Forgive me for that.

Lori Lassen: Amen.

Richy: And | know | wasn't being the husband that | should have been to her and |
wasn't being the dad | should have been to the kids. And most importantly though, what
| kind of felt like flourished him. | was not being a spiritual leader, the family that | should
have been excellent. And it was like, okay. He woke me up to, to that. In that. When she
told me that actually. So then, um, that's where it started my journey to where we are

now.

Lori Lassen: Mhm. Did.

You had a situation where it was kind of like a quiet implosion

So you had a situation where it was kind of like a quiet implosion of your marriage is
what it sounds like. Some people have these big drastic things. Things happen, like
there's an affair, there's um, there's um, addictions of some kind or there's some big
event and other people just quietly drift apart because you kind of just get comfortable
in life and you find yourself drifting from the Lord, drifting from your spouse. And it

sounds like that might be what was happening in your marriage.

Richy: Yeah. And you know, she and | talked about it like our anniversary weekend, uh,
the weekend before she left because | had planned a anniversary weekend in the
mountains here. And | said, well, | guess we're not going. She said, no, we can still go.

So we went, well, that's a huge phrase. It really was. It kind of surprised me. And we



talked probably more in that weekend than we had in years. And one thing that we
talked about was, um, the kids, you know, when, when kids are growing up and they're
involved in sports and you're doing all this and all that. We just kind of got caught up in

that. And. And for me, | wasn't, | wasn't dating her.

Lori Lassen: Mhm.

Richy: Really at all. Looking back on it. And | should have been doing that. And she
looking like I could see, she's like, well, Richie, let's go do this. Or you know, this couple
wants to have dinner with us. Not always find some excuse not to go. Sometimes we
would go, | wish now, you know, | was like, wow, | should have really been doing more
with her and no one else. And um, but we talked about that, we talked about the kids
and she just felt like that, um, she wasn't, she never did what she wanted to do in all the
years we've been married and that she wanted to do what she wanted to do. And so
then | was like, okay. And this is before | knew anything about standing, right? So | was
like, | what, what the heck do | do now? Right. And | had heard people saying, you
know, let go and let God. And yes, | Remember listening to. | don't know if this lady was
a pastor or what, and she was talking about marriage, and she said, you have to let go
and, and give it to God. And, and to be honest with you, when | heard that, | was like, |
can't do that. | m. Was like, and. And it scared me because | was like, if | give it to God,
and I'm thinking back through the Old Testament, God's timeline and mine are not the
same. Right. I'm like, | was scared. | was like, | don't know how long the Lord may take

to fix this. And. And | still don't right
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Richy: now. Right. But yeah, and that scared me. That scared me. And | thought | had to



do something, but | found out it's not me now. | mean, it's the Holy Spirit, so.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Lori Lassen: Well, that's where it takes that faith, you know, it doesn't take a lot of faith
to say, okay, Lord, I'll give it to you, but I'm going to need you to wrap this up by next

Thursday and get it. You know, let me learn all my lessons by then.

Richie says God helped him make changes in his marriage over two

years

But through the journey, it sounds like immediately you saw God reveal things to you
about changes you needed to make in your life. And I'm sure over the past two years
that's been a continual process. What has God been doing in your life over the past two
years as you really drew a line in the sand and said, | am going to stand and fight for

this marriage. And what does that look like in your life now? How's that look different?

Richy: Yeah, um, the first few months, um, and then I told her, you know, you know,
what | was trying to do. And I, | felt like she was probably thinking, yeah, right. Uh, that's
never going to happen. He's never going to change. Because she actually came to one
of my. We were seeing individual counselors, um, for a little while, and, um, my
counselor said, well, why don't you invite her to Richie one time and come and to. With
you to one of our sessions? | said, okay, | can ask her what she didn't want to. Well,
finally one time she said she would. | was like, great. That turned into a nightmare. |
mean, it just. And. And to be honest, my counselor said something in there that he

probably shouldn't have, because when he said, | was like, oh, this is not going to be



good. And she just unloaded, you know, she's like, | don't see how a man can, uh,
change, and blah, blah, blah. And I. Her Point of view, she's probably right, you know,
And I'm thinking to myself, well, it's not me. It's the Holy Spirit that changes people.

Right?

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

Richy: And.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Correct.

Richy: But when | left that session, | was like, | give up. | was like this. There is no

saving this whatsoever. | mean, that | was. | hit bottom after that. And | was like. And to

be honest with you, | can see how people that don't have the Lord in their life, how

some people say, | can't do this anymore. | just want to give up on everything. Right.

Lori Lassen: Yep.

Richy: And thank God he talked to me before that, and | knew. | was like, okay, Lord, |

give it all to you. | give you my marriage, my kids, my life, everything.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Richy: I, um, can't do anything. And just even going to work was a chore just to, uh, do
anything. And then I didn't want to come home, you know, | didn't want to be in the
house here by myself. Um, so. But the Lord, um, over. Over the months and. And last

couple years, it's been a process, and he's really calmed me down from. He's really



helped me zip my lips, as Charlene used to say. | mean, he really has done. That's

probably the biggest thing he's done for me. Me, because | had a picture once.

Charlyne Steinkamp: I. | always had to have the last word, so.

Richy: Absolutely.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Really? God really said, you zip it. Stop.

Richy: Me too, Ms. Charlene. I. | really wanted to get that last word in, but. And. And to
zip them was really hard to do. But I. | had a picture in my mind one time of Jesus, you
know, when he was standing before, uh, when he's on trial, you know, and he just. He
kept quiet. And | was like. | was like, you know, he. He. He was perfect. You know,
they're throwing all these lies and accusations, but he didn't say anything, and he knew
what he had to do, and he just went with it. And I'm like, I'm not Jesus. But | was like,
you know, | can learn to be quiet and control my emotions and give it God because he'll
get me through it somehow. And he has. He really has. But, uh, I've started getting into
the Word more and really the Old Testament, because the Old Testament has really
come alive to me in the last couple years. I've read it before, but reading some of the
stories in there of people that are waiting for different things, and, | mean, these people

went through a lot of stuff, and they waited a long time.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

Richy: But God was faithful to. To get on through it. So that's still my hope is I'm. | feel

like I'm kind of still. I'm, um, standing with Moses between the Red Sea and the

Egyptians. I'm like, yeah, Lord,
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Richy: open to see. You have to let me go through it to the other side.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, that's a good prayer.

Do your church family support your desire to see restoration in your

marriage

Lori Lassen: Does your wife know that you're fighting for the marriage still, that you

desire restoration, or what is she thinking?

Richy: Oh, absolutely. She knows. I've told her. | told her a lot in the beginning. Uh, not
so much anymore. Um, yesterday, um, as | said, after | signed that agreement, | came
home and prayed about it, and | sent her a text and | said, hey, | signed the agreement.
And | said, | don't agree with any of it, but I, you know, | signed it because that's what
you want. And | said, but I. I will continue to pray for God to heal and restore our
marriage. | was like, not only our marriage, but our family. | said, because this involves
the kids too, you know, and. And | said, they don't want this any more than | do. And.
But, yeah, no, she knows. And. And so do my relatives. And | don't think they grasp it.
And. And | guess years ago, if somebody came up to me and said they were standing
for their marriage, I'd been like, what the heck are you talking about? You know, | mean,

really?

Lori Lassen: Yeah. What about your church family? Um, | know you're involved at your

church, so do they agree and support your desire to see restoration in your marriage, or



where do they stand?

Richy: They do. And I've only told just a few people. Um, and to be honest with you,
when this first happened, | was just, like, ashamed, embarrassed. | didn't want anybody
to know, you know. And, you know, obviously our pastor knows. There's a. There's a
couple people that know, but. And to this day, | don't know who knows and who doesn't
know. Obviously, some people see that we're not together, but we have two services
and there's always kids worship. So, um, | don't know who knows now, but if somebody
comes up to me and asks me, I'll tell them m. But I'm not going to broadcast it. I'm not
going. Anybody. Just saying what if they come up and ask me, | will tell them. Um, but |
think they're supportive. But I've only got one friend that really understands what I'm
talking about when | say I'm standing. And he is like, a hundred percent for it.
Everybody else, | think, is kind of like, | don't know how, if they know how to process

that.

Lori Lassen: Mhm. And that's awesome that you have that one friend that you can
confide in and have as your prayer partner. And you know, one thing we tell people, this
is not their journey, this is your journey. And so while it's great to have people who
support you, you, um, may not know this side of heaven how many people are just
sitting back and watching what you're doing and watching the stand you're taking and
quietly, you know, praying for you and quietly supporting you and just waiting to see
what God does. Because we hear that time and again and where people just say, you
know, can you tell, um, me about what you were doing? Because I'm going through that
now in my marriage. So it really speaks volumes to co workers and to church people
and to friends and family. Um, even if you don't see that support right now, I'm glad you
have the one person. But know that they're watching and that they are seeing what

God's doing in you.



As you've talked about how God has changed you, loneliness can be

very lonely

Um, as you've talked about how God has changed you, | know that it can be very lonely.
Especially we just are coming through the holidays and like you mentioned, Christmas
is difficult to go through when things look different in the family or when you have, uh,
kids that are with another spouse, maybe you're alone. What are some things you do to
kind of protect your time and to not fall into the depression that may happen or fall into
temptations that may come when you get home from work and you're coming home to
an empty house and your life looks different than it did maybe years ago when you and
your wife were going to, you know, school events and things like that. What do you do to

protect yourself?

Richy: Yeah, so I've always been kind of a runner. So, like, if the weather's nice, I'll go
out for a run or I'll go for a walk and, and really, really more walking now, even at night,
because sometimes, you know how the enemy would throw those darts and you start
thinking about, like, I gotta go for a walk and, and I'll go walk around the neighborhood
at night. And it helps me clear my head, you know, And a lot of times when I'm walking,
I'm praying, you know, about different. But, um, and usually when | get back to the
house, | feel a lot better. | was like, lord, thank you for the Lord. When I've asked for
peace, He's. He's always given it to me, sometimes it's like instantaneous. And one time

| was really in a bad way and | asked for it and it was like within an hour he had given it
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Richy: to me. But | was like, thank you, Lord, for, for doing that. | was like, | know you're

hearing me. | know you're hearing me.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Richy: Um, but that, and um, just doing things, you know, around the house. Um, | like
to, you know, work in the yard or whatever. | just try to stay busy. You know, I, | used to
like, watch sports. But, you know, when this happened to me, my priorities in my life got
rearranged. That, uh, you know, a lot of things | used to like to do in the past, | was like,
| have no desire to do them anymore. You know, and really | like to listen to podcasts of

people that are going through what I'm going through or have been through it. Mhm.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That's.

Richy: That really helps me more than anything. And, and to read the Word. And |
remember one time, you know, as | was listening to, to podcasts, um, people would say,
well, you know, they always had a verse, right? And | was like, lord really hasn't given
me me specifically a verse. So one night, um, | went to bed and | was laying there and |
had my Bible beside me and | said, lord, | would really like for you, | want my own verse
that | can tell somebody. And the room was pitch black. So | just picked up my Bible and
| stuck my hand in and opened it up and | got out my flashlight and, um, the heading for
this is Jeremiah 31:21. But the heading of my Bible reads repentance and restoration.
And that was the first thing | saw when | turned on the flashlight. And it's repentance of
restoration. And verse 21 says, Set up road markers for yourself, establish signposts,
keep the highway in mind, the way you traveled. Return virgin Israel, return to these
cities of yours. So when | was reading that, | was like, well, what exactly is that saying
to me? So | highlighted it and | even put like notes in my Bible here. Like the date that |
did this was like April 15th of 2024. But | kind of took that as is. Well, first of all,

repentance and restoration was the first words | saw when | turned on the light.



Charlyne Steinkamp: I'm thinking the same thing. | am God speaking loudly.

Richy: It was because | laid there in my bed laughing. | was like, lord, | asked for it and
you showed it to me. And | was like, you showed it to me. And so. So sometimes I'm
going through a tough time and I'm like, man, this. This is tough. Do | give up or not?
And | was like, well, you know, the breakthrough could come tomorrow and | give up
today. Then I've missed it. But then | always think this was like, lord, you show me that
night. Repentance and resurrection. I've got to keep my eyes on you, keep my hope in

you. Because | don't want any woman. | want my wife.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. Yes.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | can remember looking and praying for scriptures like that for. For
a long season. Not a long season, actually. Mine was short compared to others. But |
had been standing before | made it, knew what | was doing, you know, uh, praying for
Bob. And, uh, | tell you, when God speaks like that, it just thrills your heart. And | want
you all to, uh, cry out to the Lord and then say, lord, I'm going to read the Bible and say,

speak to me. Because he wants to speak to his children.

Richy: Absolutely. And when you think about it, when you think of God of the universe,
right. And how big and powerful he is, he heard me that night and he showed me that.
And | was like, | felt very humble because I'm like, the God of the universe showed me
this and he loves me and he cares for me.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes.

Richy: Try to remember that. That sometimes when | feel like responding to someone in



an angry way or whatever, | was like, | gotta. | gotta get back over here, keep my eyes

on Jesus. Right.

Charlyne Steinkamp: M. Right, right. And | want to say to everybody, this can happen
for you today, right when you're listening to this. Or you can go in bed and cry out to the
Lord whenever you want to start crying and seeking the Lord because He will answer

and speak to you and change your life in so many different ways.

Lori Lassen: Mhm.

Richie, in my Bible, in that area, Jeremiah says we need time

Richie, in my Bible, in that area, In Jeremiah like 29 to 31, | have written, we need to

give God
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time to work while we're in exile. And that goes along with the timing of what you're
saying. God sees us and he knows he's working. Like, he's already proved to you how
he's working in your life, how he's changing you. And had you not walked through this
and not gone through this stand, where do you think you would be spiritually? | mean,
you might not have surrendered to the Lord and said, lord, | repent of my apathy and

my relationship with you.

Richy: Absolutely. | think about that too, Laurie. | was like, if this had happened, yeah,

we're gonna be worse off with him than | was then. Right, Right. Um, what would that



have done to my family, to the kids and everything, if | had continued in that. And | know
people have said that, like, when they walk through this walk, as horrible and terrible

and painful as it is, they wouldn't trade it for anything.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.

Richy: And | used to think, uh, what are they talking about? But now | can honestly say
that, yes, I'm with them on that. | mean, | am. Um, because the bigger picture is we
need everyone to come to Jesus. Right. Because time is short, and we can see that in
the world today, things are not getting better. Right. And they won't get better. We. We
need to keep our eyes and focus on Jesus. And that's really more important than. Than
my marriage or. Or anything like that. But, um, you know, but our marriages are also a
reflection of Christ in the church. And not really understand that before, you know, but |

do now.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

Richy: That, um. And. And I've also understood this as well in the Old Testament is |
often wonder, like, when God was heartbroken because of Israel, whoever they were,
you know, they just turned their back over and over again, which is, uh, we all have.
Right. | remember one time | was praying, | said, lord, you understand what it's like to
be heartbroken because you've been. Your heart's been broken billions of times over
history because there's been billions of people. We've all broken his heart. We've
always wanted to do what we wanted to do. Right. And we broke his heart. | was like,
you know the pain, Lord, and just help me through it. And, um. And Charlene, uh, you.
You talk about praying sometimes. I've prayed. | was like, | don't know what else to say.

Right. So | printed off your prayers. You know where you.



Charlyne Steinkamp: Awesome.

Richy: Where you read them with your, um, spouses.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yes. Oh, | love those. Yes.

Richy: This thing's about worn out. But | was like, I'm not getting a new one. | like this
because it's old and it's falling apart, but when | can't think of anything, | pull that out. M.
And | pray it. And | do feel better as soon as | start praying, because when we praise
God, it just takes our mind off everything else and puts it on Him. Right. And I love that.

And that has helped me. Gosh, that has helped me a lot.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah, I've heard that before. Because even when we're at the
beginning and seeking the Lord and trying to grow and grasp what he wants us to do,
you don't know what to pray. And | just, when [ finally said, lord, just tell me what to
write down to have other people pray so they have words to be able to cry out and then

they'll. Then the Lord will do the rest.

Lori Lassen: Nothing better than the Bible to pray.

Richy: Absolutely.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. If you're like Richie and you feel like you have run out of words to
pray, you're not alone. It's something that my mom walked through when she was
standing for marriage restoration. And many people say that when they've walked
through a season where they have just had the same prayer over and over, they feel

like they don't know what to say anymore. And that's where we have turned to



personalizing scripture and just praying God's word back to him. What better thing to
pray than to use the Bible to pray and to ask God to take those words and to make
them true in your life. And if you'd like to have a copy of the book Prayers for Victory, it's
filled with a, uh, dozen scripture based prayers that cover a variety of categories such
as prayers when you're afraid or prayers that will break generational bondage prayers
for your finances. So whatever you're walking through, there's prayers that will help
guide you straight from scripture and through your prayer time. You can go to the show
notes and there'll be a link to where you can pick up a copy of Prayers for Victory

Scripture prayers that you can personalize.

Richie, what would you say to somebody just beginning their stand

Richie, what would you say to somebody who is just beginning their
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stand? Maybe they just, you know, received news, their spouse just moved out, they're
just figuring this out. What would you say to them that a person that's maybe feeling

overwhelmed and like, this is going to be too hard for them to do.

Richy: Yeah. Because. And | was there. | was there. Um, turn to the Lord, read the Bible,
read the Old Testament, but find, you know, Rejoice Marriage Ministries. Right. | mean,
really, that is an encouragement to, to, to listen to the podcast and to get the, um, the

devotions and the Saturday testimonies, which I love those things.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And Amen.



Richy: I get those. And just to spend time with the Lord. Because | mean, really, | was
like, | felt my life was over with. | was like, | don't know. | just, that's like, lord, take me
out of here now. | can't, | can't do this. But he is faithful to come in and walk with us and
get us through this, as tough as it is, is. And he's done it for me and I'm still in it, still in
it, don't know when you are, you are when it's going to happen. But | have hope and

belief that he will make it happen at some point in his perfect timing. But I'm still.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | was going to say that his waiting.

Richy: Exactly. So that, that's what | would say is really to. And if you don't go to church,
find a church, you know, accept Jesus number one. If you don't know Jesus, as you say,
because that really changes things. Um, and, you know, if you're a man, find some, um,
Christian men to hang, uh, with. One thing | started doing, um, during my season is we

have a Friday morning men's Bible study group at a local restaurant, like at 6, 6, uh, 30

on Friday mornings. That has really helped me. | go there and there's maybe a dozen of
us, 12 to 15 guys. And we just have breakfast, we talk, and then we do Bible study.

Right?

Charlyne Steinkamp: Awesome.

Richy: Ah, so, yes. And. And | found out a couple weeks ago that one of the guys, he
mentioned when we asked for prayer requests that he's having problems in his
marriage. So | told him after, when we left the restaurant and | actually gave him you
guys. | was, hey, check out Rejoice Marriage Ministries. | was like, that would really help

you. That's a good place to start, right?

Lori Lassen: Yeah.



Richy: So just find something ministry related.

Lori Lassen: That's awesome. You know, we were talking beforehand how, um, people
look at you like you've got three heads when you say, oh, you know, my wife left, but I'm
standing and fighting and praying for this marriage to be healed. Because like we were
saying earlier, when a, ah, marriage falls apart, the world tells us, okay, we just move
on. Like, you can get a second spouse or third spouse or a fourth spouse and you just
keep, you know, you just keep going until you find happiness. And what you're doing by
standing and fighting the enemy for your marriage is so important. Um, because you
made a covenant the day you got married. You made a vow to your spouse. And
regardless of what words you said, uh, whether you use the traditional words or you
wrote your own vows, you committed that day to your, to your spouse saying, I'm gonna
be here, whatever that means. If you end up in an accident and paralyzed, I'm gonna be
here. If you end up, you know, sick, I'm gonna be here. If we end up broke, I'll be here.
And when one spouse walks away from that, you have a choice. Are you gonna give up
or are you gonna fight for them? And so what you're doing is so important. And, um,
you know, you. Like | said, you may not know who's watching, but the line that you've
drawn for your. They're not married yet. But as they go into marriage and choose
spouses and they get into a season where they have to choose commitment over what
they're feeling, they can think back to what they saw dad do. And it's so important. And |
hope you realize that, you know, in our family, we now have great grandchildren that,
um, will know what great grandma Charlene and great grandpa Bob went through. And
it's not about how great they were or what they did, but what God did through them
because they were surrendered to him. And so | hope that you realize that, Richie, and
to all of our listeners, that you realize that as well, that God can do far more. You know,
you cannot see what is happening in the world because of your stand. And so | hope

that encourages each person to continue to just fight and not give up on it.



Richy: Absolutely. Um. In October, it was our 25th wedding anniversary. So | was

thinking. | was like, | can't let this day go by. We're not saying

00:35:00

Richy: anything. Right. 25 years. | texted Renee that morning and, happy anniversary,
you know, and. And kind of same thing. | was like, you know, I'm still standing for my
marriage. | said, m. | said, um. | said, | love you now more than I did 25 years ago when
we got married. | was like, | love you more than two years ago when this whole thing

started.

Lori Lassen: Wow.

Richy: And | do, because the Lord has put that on my heart. He's changed me to realize
how important marriage is. And. And I've met with some folks in our church before that,
you know, this is the most important human relationship that we have is the husband,
wife relationship that falls apart. And | know this. Everything else can fall apart. It's like a
ripple effect when you throw a rock into the pond or a bomb going off. And | told my wife
this one time, uh, this doesn't affect just me and you. This infects everybody that we

know, Right?

Lori Lassen: Absolutely.

Richy: You know, marriage is holy, and it's important. So on our 25th anniversary, | was

like, you know, | didn't get a response. | wasn't expecting one. But | was like, | can't let it

go without.



Richie's marriage was restored 25 years ago

25 years is a long time. You know, even though we're not together. M. And.

Lori Lassen: And you know what? You have no idea what that meant to her when she
read that. And. And sometimes you may not get a response. | know People say, | sent a
card and | didn't hear anything. That's okay, because later on you might hear, you know,
that message you sent me three years ago? God, really use that too. So just be
obedient to what the Lord prompts you to do and keep, keep showing that unconditional

love to your spouse. For sure.

Richy: Right. | like some of Bob's books because | read four of them and | just finished. |
read on the Prodigal Perspective again for the second time. Uh, finished it last night, as
a matter of fact. Um, you know, Bob was such a blessing, | know, to, to you guys. And,
and, and it still carries on to this day. | mean, me, I'm reading his book and getting the
devotions, you know, the emails, um, that he did. And it's such a bless that, um, | hope
people that, uh, are getting married, thinking of getting married realize how important it

is that we're. Marriages are going to face tough times.

Lori Lassen: Yeah.

Richy: And | told my daughter that. | was like, whenever you get married, | was like,
there's gonna be tough times. | don't say that to scare you, but you got to be prepared.

You know, it's coming. You can handle it. Keep the ward in.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right.



Richy: But if you kind of go into unprepared and something hits you out of left field,
then, you know, a lot of people say, okay, | give up. Um, I'm moving on. This is too hard.

That's not the way to do it.

Lori Lassen: No, absolutely. There's going to be times you have to choose commitment
over love, because that feeling of love may not be there one day, and you have to
choose. I've committed to this. Now let's do the hard work so we can get back on track.
So right now you're doing that hard work alone. And it takes two people to have a
marriage restored, but it starts with one. And so you're that person right now that's

starting and, you know, praying and interceding. So | think that's awesome.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And being an example to other people and men, like you said,
um, when she starts coming around or suddenly like it happened with Bob and I, that
we got remarried, the Lord touched him immediately when he said to take me out to
lunch. And. And then he said, okay, you know, and then we got married that very
afternoon. And, um, nothing is too hard for the Lord to do. We just have to keep
surrendering our hearts and lives to follow his will, his way. And let us never give up on

the power of God to do that. He can do anything Amen.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely. Well, Richie, thank you so much for taking time to share with
us. Um, | know that your testimony is gonna encourage men and women and we cannot
wait to hear the follow up of what God is doing in your life when your restoration
happens. I'm excited to hear about that. And | know that God's going to continue

moving in your relationship with him.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And | pray that you would. The ones that have listened to this

today would really take a time later today or tomorrow, and, um, whenever they hear it,



that they will seek the Lord and say, lord, what is your will, your way? And start, um,
reading the Bible more and seek his will and follow his steps. His steps is absolutely,

um, the perfect way for his. For his Direct your life.

Lori Lassen: Yes, absolutely.

00:40:00

Lori Lassen: Thanks, Richie, so much.

Richy: Thank you.

Lori Lassen: | hope you enjoyed this episode with Richie and | hope that it encouraged
you and gave you the motivation that you need to continue standing and fighting so that

you see God move in your life.

Richie recommends the Prodigal's Perspective to help you pray for

prodigals

One of the books Richie mentioned that has ministered to him was the Prodigal's
Perspective. And it was the book that my dad wrote where he wanted other prodigals to
know that there is hope. He wanted to tell you that regardless of what it looks like, you
can understand what the prodigal that you're praying for might be facing. So if you've
ever wondered what they're thinking or why can they behave this way, or why do they
act one way when they're in front of me and then they go back with another person and

act another way? This book gives answers to some of those questions. It'll open your



eyes to your spouse's present way of life. And you'll be amazed at how my dad
encourages you that there is a way out of the sin and encourages you to see that there
is hope. God can do anything to change a person. So if you would like to get a copy of
the Prodigal's Perspective, you can use the coupon code Richie R I C HY and save on
this book today. Until next time, keep fighting for your marriage. Thanks for joining us
today as we proclaim that God heals hurting marriages. Take time to visit our website@

rejoiceministries.org for additional resources for your marriage.
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