Ep 229 You're Not Alone Testimonies from Connect
Groups

This is the fight for your marriage podcast with Charlene and Lori

Lori Lassen: M thanks for joining us for the fight for your marriage podcast with
Charlene and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage through
Jesus Christ. Hi, it's Lori. Thanks for being here for this episode of the fight for your
marriage podcast. I'm so excited that you're joining us today and | know that you're

really gonna love the sneak peek that we're giving you in today's episode.

Rejoice Marriage ministries invites you to pray for other people

I'll explain more about that in a minute, but | wanted to first thank you for praying for my
mom recently. If you're part of our Pray 24 list, we sent out a request that she was in the
hospital a couple of weeks ago with bronchitis and she is home and doing fantastic and
recovering from that. So thank you to those of you who were praying for that. If you
don't know what pray 24 is, that is our list of people who have stepped up and said, |
want to be a prayer warrior for marriages, for prodigals, for Rejoice Marriage ministries,
for all of it. And each month we send a list to our Pray 24 members that include prayer
requests for things that they can pray for for the ministry and request that you submit.
Some of those are even sent to the Pray 24 people so that they can be partnering with
us prayer. So if you love to pray for other people and want to be Included in this Pray24

list, you can sign up, we'll put a link in the show notes, and you can join us in praying for



other people. And if you have a prayer request, we would love to pray for them. So
please feel free to reach out to us. You can go to our website@rejoice ministries.org in
the corner you'll see a contact button and you can just simply contact us there. Several
of us on staff read over each of those messages and pray over them. And like | said,
some of them we share with our Pray24 team so that they can be praying for them as
well. So if you have a prayer request or even a testimony, if you want to share what God
has been doing in your life, um, you can visit us at the website and send that to us. We
would love to be able to, um, pray for you and be encouraged if you see God moving in
your life now with that, let me say God's moving in your life. | hope you're recognizing
that. | hope you realize that every day he is at work in your life and | want to challenge
you, especially in those seasons when it feels like you don't see him moving. You don't
see the answer to prayer to look for him because he is at work. And I, uh, don't know if
you like to journal, but it's a great way to remember the things that he is doing to protect
you and to cover you and to show you his presence. So start a note on your phone if
you want, or start writing it in your journal, or start writing it in your Bible, but really be
looking for God at work around you. Just a few days ago, | was out of town with my
daughter, and we had gone on a quick trip for her to have a procedure done. It was
chaotic travel from the beginning, but the day we were supposed to be heading back,
we had a flat tire on the highway and things did not go our way for several hours. And in
the midst of it, | was getting very stressed out about us missing a flight, about us being
stuck with no transportation, and all the things that we can be stressed out about when
the worldly things don't go the way we intend them to go. But when it was all said and
done, | was so thankful for the many ways that God protected us that day. | could have
lost control of the car when we lost the tire on the road. | could have gotten stuck on the
highway instead of being able to navigate to the exit. On and on it goes. My point is,
even in those days that are difficult, God's at work. So be looking for him and thank him

for the ways he protects you, for the ways he provides for you, for the ways that he, he



is working in your life. It will definitely change your mood if you do that.

Today's episode features three testimonies from members of our

connect groups

Well, today's episode, | told you was going to be unigue. We announced a few months
ago at the beginning of the year that we were going to be doing connect groups, and
they're online Bible study groups. We just finished our first session, and it was a
fantastic experience for the leaders, for us, for the people who were part of the group. It
was just such a blessing to see so many people connecting with one another, growing
in the Lord together and being able to share with each other through this connect
group. My mom and | did a zoom call with our leaders and with the members of the
connect groups just to wrap up the session and to spend some time with them. And it

was such a special
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time together that | decided we wanted to share it with you. So today you're going to
hear part of that zoom call that we did with our connect groups, and in the midst of it,
you're going to Hear three special people, share a little bit of their story and their
testimony. One is in a restored marriage, one is standing for his marriage, and one is
around the other side of the world and was part of our connect groups. And so each of
their testimonies are going to be such an encouragement to you. So | hope you enjoy
this episode. And if you're looking to get involved with connect groups at the end, I'll
give you more information on that. You guys, we're so excited you're here. We're

excited, um, to be able to get on tonight and talk for a little while.



We are praying for marriage restoration and healing this year

Um, before we get going, we're gonna just open in prayer and then we want to just
share with you guys a little bit, hear from you, hear from a couple people that are gonna
share some testimonies and, um, | hope it's an enjoyable time. So do you wanna open

us some prayer? Okay.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Lord, we just praise you and thank you for the connect groups and
the connect group leaders. And we just give you the praise and the glory for what they
accepted, uh, the responsibility to do. Lord, we are praying for breakthroughs. | have
prayed for breakthroughs for the last 30 years and | am still praying for many, many
more to come. That every year that we will just have marriage restoration and healing of
people that have opened the wrong doors of pornography and would be delivered and
set free from any bondage that any husband or wife have opened the door to. And we
are just praying that this will be a mighty year of, um, marriage restoration and healing.
And we pray for our children, the ones that have been involved. There's young and
middle age and young adults now, and we just ask that you would be with them and
guide them and direct them and believe in marriage restoration and believe mom and
dad are going to change and have their marriage family restored in the mighty name of
Jesus. As with God, nothing is impossible. Nothing. And we just give you the praise and
glory for all of these who have spent the time tonight to meet with us. We just give you
the praise and glory, bless their time tonight and return it to them with other blessings,
uh, this rest of this week. And we'll just give you the praise because, Lord, you are the
creator and you are the one that restores and rebuilds marriages on the solid rock of

Jesus Christ. In Jesus name | pray. Amen.

Lori Lassen: Amen.



Mary: Tell us what you learned about spiritual warfare through this

study

Well, thank you guys for being in this, uh, one. One of our guys that was on the pre
meeting we just had with our connect group leaders, Jim said beta test. Thank you for
being the beta testers. For these connect groups, they have been, um, a blessing. And,
um, they have been a blessing to us. And we've been hearing great reports about how
they've been a blessing to you guys as well. Um, okay, tell us, because we all just
studied the same thing. Spiritual warfare. Your story has a villain. So tell me in the chat
something that you learned about spiritual warfare, maybe that was new to you or
something that just through this study really stuck out and came alive to you. So in the
chat, let's see some of those answers, um, as to something that you've learned. And if
somebody wants to share out loud right now, you can click on the. Raise your hand so
Tim can see you. And, um, okay. Katie says, | love when he said that so many people
are walking out of their house each morning with just the helmet on, the helmet of
salvation. That is true. That is true. Um, Sunita said my bitterness was misplaced. The

devil is the enemy.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Um,

Lori Lassen: Joshua happens when life is going well. Also, let's see what else. Charlene
has been spot on this whole time. Jim says, Yep, she, she has been. We're going to talk
about what she's been doing for years and years. This little armor of God prayer that

she's.

Charlyne Steinkamp: That's on the Internet, she's been using.



Lori Lassen: Um, Vince says real life deliverance. Like the guy that had a demon from

his video. I've never experienced anything like that.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Wow.

Lori Lassen: Um, | don't really. | didn't realize how intense spiritual warfare was with
marriages for sure. Oh. You know, when | started this study, events going to what you
were speaking, I. When | was, um, probably 9th or 10th grade, my youth pastor called
my parents and said, can | pick Lori up? And he picked me and another girl from our
youth group up and said. The church got a call from a girl who was in a really bad spot

in downtown
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Lori Lassen: Fort Lauderdale, and he was going to minister to her, but he didn't want to
go by himself. So he took, uh, a leader and myself. And she was demon possessed.
And it's the only time I've ever seen a person that was possessed by the enemy. And so
in my mind for so long, | thought, well, that's what, that's what Satan does to people
that, you know, we don't realize that every day we're battling the enemy. We think it's
these big things that happen. And | know in Jonathan Puda's book, he says, now my
car didn't start, so did the demon get in there and, like, cut the wires or. | don't know,
you know, but we know that we have an enemy that wants to see us not succeed. And
SO, um, it. It's definitely something to, um, remember. Rhonda says, even after
restoration, the enemy won't stop. We will never be able to stop praying and interceding

for our families.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.



Lori Lassen: Which is called. Do you know what I'm going to say? Once a stander

always, uh, uh, |

Rhonda: use that line all the time.

Lori Lassen: Somebody. Somebody said to me one time, that is the most depressing
thought in the world. And | said, you need to shift your focus, because that is not
depressing. That is saying that | have learned how to pray and stand and fight for my

marriage, and I'm never going to stop doing it, but because | met.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And you can have others that you're going to say that to teach

them about it. And then you're going to create multiplication.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And your children, 1. | think are going to know for sure what you're

doing and that you're praying for them to put on the armor of God instead of you doing

it for them.

Lori Lassen: Yeah, you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: You put it on them and know that they're going to do it.

Lori Lassen: Yeah. Right. Let's, um. Lighthouse, raise your hands if you've ever had

somebody tell you or somebody speak to you about marriage restoration or standing

that you didn't really know was paying attention to what you were doing. Have you ever

had somebody come up to you and talk to you about marriage restoration? Mary



saying, yes. Um, you have no idea, Katie. You have no idea who's watching what's

happening in your life, your stand, your journey. And it may be a stranger, but it. They're
watching what's happening. Um, Becky says, as the original prodigal in my marriage, it
confirmed to me that | fell into a dark trap at the time. The prodigal has no clue that it's

actually the enemy. Um, that is the truth. That is the truth. Yep.

Our access to combat spiritual warfare is through prayer

Well, we've talked about spiritual warfare. Um, what is our access? We have access.
And do you guys remember from this week's study how our access to combat spiritual
warfare, what we have those weapons happen through prayer. Through prayer. We
have to be talking to the lord. Um, Ephesians 6, 18, and 19 is a verse that we just
studied. At the end of this session. | want to read it. And it says, and pray in the spirit on
all occasions. Don't pray in the spirit. When everything's going great and you're feeling
good. It's on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and Requests with this in mind, be
alert. Very important. And always keep on praying for the Lord's people. Pray also for
me that whenever | speak, my words may be given to me. So | will fearlessly make
known the mystery of the gospel. And that is our prayer that we have to be battle ready
Christians. We have to be, um, in communication with the Lord. It's not just about what
we're doing in our power, it's what God is doing through us. And we have to be paying
attention to what's happening up here. I'm so excited that some of our groups are going
to do, um, another study called Every Thought Captive. And really that is what we have
to do is be taking our thoughts captive because the enemy starts the battles with us
between our ears. You know, that little thought comes in, what are you doing? You're
crazy. This, your spouse is never coming home. Nobody is encouraging you. You know,

whatever it is, whatever those lies are that you hear, um, and we have to really be able



to combat those with this, with God's word by saying, that's going to, that's how we do it.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | want to challenge you to even decide to read a book of the Bible.
| don't know if you ever have tackled that, to read a book of the Bible regularly. And
then, um, I've, I'm doing two books of the Bible right now. | decided | was going to
become more of a reader. And uh, I'm going to do two, uh, at the same time. And of
course | have so much family around me. | was not a, um, a sacrifice. It was, it was

easy to do it when you think about it. And um, and I,
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Charlyne Steinkamp: um, am, I'm blessed. And you know, if the Lord still gives us
scriptures, | mean no matter how many times you've read the Bible, the Lord gives you
a scripture, but when he gives it to you at a special time, it's like, it's, he's waving his

hand at you and saying, this is for you.

Lori Lassen: It could be something you've read 50 times before, but today it's, it spoke

to you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: It's your situation. So, um, I, I would challenge you, if you've not

read books of the Bible, um, to, to start at some time and ask the Lord which ones he

wants you to do. You know, there's very many good ones and, but we read, you got to

Lori Lassen: be in the Word.

Charlyne Steinkamp: You got to be in the Word. | guess that's the secret. Even on the

phone. It doesn't have to be, you know, you can do we modernize your Bible?



Lori Lassen: Like it's, uh.

Charlyne Steinkamp: If you like your phone and do it on the phone.

Mary: Yeah.

Charlyne Steinkamp: But | would challenge you this year with that.

Lori Lassen: Absolutely. Because that's the first place where you think, I'm too busy

today. I'm, I'm. This is a discouraging day. I'm not going to pick up my Bible. I'm not

going to spend time. That's what the enemy wants you to do.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Right?

Lori Lassen: We're going to hear from a couple of our leaders. We're going to start with

Rhonda, who's going to just share for a few minutes some of her testimony and, um,

what God has done in her life.

Today is the day seven years ago that my husband came home

So, Rhonda, take it away.

Rhonda: | try not to cry because I'm super emotional today. So, um, gosh, | don't even
know where to start. There's just so much, um. Today is the day seven years ago that
my husband came home. So | find it very, um, not coincidental that this is the day | give

my testimony. Um, but, um, 2018, well, 2017 is kind of the start of everything



happening. Um, knowing something was wrong, not knowing what it was. Um, then in
2018, 1 did find out that, um, my husband was having an affair with a co worker. And,
um, you know, my world was shattered. | was devastated. Um, but | feel like | had
already. Someone had sent me one of Charlene's devotionals, so | was already reading
them. For whatever reason, God was preparing me for what | was getting ready to go
through. Um, um, after | found out, I, you know, | told my husband | was not. | forgive
him. You know, | want to work this out. But the enemy had other plans and he ended up
leaving, um, for about six weeks. And so | just always let him know, I'm not ever going
to stop praying for you. | believe that God is going to heal our marriage and bring you
home. And | know who you really are. And. And I'm here when you're ready to come
home. And, you know, it was a lot of back and forth. And, you know, | want to come
home. | don't want to come home. And, you know, getting a lot of pull from the other
woman, of course. And he ended up coming home after, like, six weeks. Um, and then
he was home for a month. And it just, you know, | believe God brought him home at that
time because he would. If he wouldn't have came home, he would have taken a job that
would have kept him in contact with her because he was retired. And when he Came
home. He decided to not take that job. So | believe that's why he came home the first
time. | honestly don't know that either one of us were ready to do what needed to be
done. Um, but he ended up leaving again, um, for almost eight months this time. Um,
and | knew when he left that time that it was just. It was going to be a fight and it was
going to be dark and it was. Um. But I. | had my. I had my mom and | had a friend of
mine that would come over once a week and pray with me. Um, and one of the. My
friend gave me a word from God that she felt God had given her, saying that God was
going to heal my marriage. And she gave scripture, and it was out of Nehemiah about
building the walls and fighting with a sword in one hand and building the wall with the
other hand, that God was going to restore my marriage. But it was going to be work.

Um, and | held onto that. | held on to every single
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Rhonda: book and word Charlene said. | read my Bible like never before. Um, you know,
my husband got farther and farther away and was planning a life with this other person.
And, um, you know, | was. | know he was hoping | would just divorce him because that
would let him off the hook. But | made sure I let him know that | was never going to do
that. That | just. Like Charlene had said, I'm going to be waiting in a rocking chair on the
porch till I'm 80 if | have to. And, you know, he told me to stop praying for him. He was
never coming home. Um, he was planning a life with the other woman. Um, and | just
always told him that. | don't believe that's going to happen. | believe what God promised
me and his word does not return. Void. | learned those eight months were a time for me
where God worked on me too. Like, | learned how to read my Bible. | learned how to
fast and pray like | never had before. | learned how to hear God's voice like | never had
before. And, you know, now we will say, like, as much as we hate what we went
through, and | know he regrets it, like, we are such different people that | don't know we
would be the people we are, have the marriage we have now if had we not gone
through that. So it's. | always think of it as. It's the. The good that, you know, the enemy
meant for evil. It's what God brought good from it. And, um, he ended up coming home.
And, you Know, after almost eight months, um, seven years ago today. And, you know,
it didn't quite end the second he came home. But | never stopped praying, and | never
stopped fighting. And, um, finally, | think one night it just. God had had enough. And |
always imagine it as the lion roared that night and it was done. And, uh, that's kind of
when our healing started. And, you know, it's been a journey the last seven years. It's
been a lot of hard conversations and a lot of really just saying, God, | can't do this on
my own, and | have to trust you. And, you know, we've both done the work that we've
needed to do on ourselves with God, and we've done the work we needed to do with

each other and with God. And, you know, we're here seven years later, and I. It was



God's timing. It was truly God's timing because | wasn't expecting it. | was, you know, in

another state. | was visiting my daughter, and

Lori Lassen: he.

Rhonda: I, uh, didn't want to go because I'm like, what? You know, what if something
happens and he comes over? You know? And | remember God saying, like, you need
to go. Go see your daughter. And | went, and | got a text from him, um, at night, really
late, saying, it's over. I'm coming home. And | was like, wait, what? You know, | was half

asleep.

Rhonda says God brought her husband home seven years ago

But he said, you know, I'm coming home. And. And he did. And, you know, | know that
the first four or five months he was wanting to leave again, you know, he struggled
staying home, but | believe God brought him home in that time for a reason. And, you
know, here we are, seven years later. Our marriage is better than it's ever been. Um,
he's a different person, and I'm a different person, and our family is different. We're here
together, you know. Then like I. | said in our little group before our. Like, the enemy
doesn't stop. He doesn't stop because your husband comes home. He's been attacking
our family over the last seven years, like, but we've been fighting it together, and that's

been the amazing part. So, um, that was the total Reader's Digest version.

Lori Lassen: That is awesome. Um, and it. What you said reminds me of the verse in
second Peter 3. 9. And I. I'm sure you guys know this by heart, but it says, um, do not

let me start at verse eight, actually, but do not forget this one thing, dear friends, with



the Lord, A day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years Like a day. Verse 9. The

Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

And just such a reminder that God does not see time the way we do. And when we're

like, okay, Lord, spend this long and that long and 300 days, or how many ever. You

know, we have some day counters. We have some that
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Lori Lassen: are. You just can't look at it. You gotta just say, lord, I'm trusting you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Surrender.

Lori Lassen: Yes. I'm trusting you.

Rhonda: That's the hard part.

Lori Lassen: Yes. Rhonda, thank you for sharing that. That was awesome. And I. | just

love that God's timing is so perfect that, um, today is the anniversary of his return. And

that's. That's super neat.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Now, now you're excused to go get. Be with him.

Lori Lassen: Yeah,

Rhonda: or anniversary is next week, so we're going to celebrate.



Lori Lassen: | just want to make sure somebody took two anniversaries for the rest of

her marriage over here. Nice. She said, I'll keep celebrating.

Lori Lassen: That's right.

Charlyne Steinkamp: I'll never forget day.

Rhonda: | won't either. | have it in my calendar with some pray, a prayer hand, and a

heart. I'll never forget it.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Thank you. Thank you.

JP says Satan's trying to get us to not trust God

Lori Lassen: Awesome. Well, in one of the sessions, um, JP spoke about faith. And it's
a perfect segue after what Rhonda shared because he said Satan's trying to get us to
not trust God. And that's when we recognize what his agenda is. That's when we can
actually get our mind clear to be in the right frame of mind to understand. Because
when we have those days that we're spiraling, that's the days that the enemy really
attacks. But when we're focused and we're spending time in the Word, then we can
remember the truth of who God is. So JP said three things that Satan's trying to

convince you of. Number one, that God is not good. Do we all agree he is good?

Rhonda: Amen.

Lori Lassen: Um, yes. Very good. Very good. Number two, that God does not love you.



He would have died the same death on the cross if you were the only person that he
died for. And when you really just think about that and what he did, it, he loves you. And
so when those thoughts come in, like, God is not for me. He doesn't care about me.
Take those thoughts captive. The third thing he said that Satan's trying to convince you
is that God is not in control, that things are happening. We're going to talk about Free
will in a few minutes, things are happening outside his control. You know, he can't
change my spouse. Nothing's gonna. | mean, you might have heard that from people. |
know you heard that from people. There's no hope. Like, uh, it's too, too big of a
situation. | mean, and when you think about how ludicrous that thought is, the God who
himself came out of a grave after he was killed, that he cannot handle whatever stinker
your spouse is, he absolutely can. And when you, when you have those days where
you think, I, I don't know, Lord, uh, this is a big situation. | don't know. You have to
remember who he is and his power. So three things. God's not good. God does not love
you. God is not in control. Squash those every day with the enemy and remind him
daily. Guess who loves me. Guess who is in control. Guess who I'm serving today. You
know, not you, Satan. Um, I'm gonna share. We're gonna have Jim share next. Jim is
one of our connect group leaders. Jim is also one of our board members, and so he is a
treasure to us, a good friend of ours. And, and Charlene is a big fan of gems. Um, yeah,

he's. He's a blessing.

Charlyne Steinkamp: He is a blessing.

Lori Lassen: And he, behind the scenes, not only leads a connect group, but also
because of serving on our board, gets to pray for you guys and understand what's
happening in the ministry. And so, um, he is not only walking through this as a stander,
but loves each of you guys and is. Is so for you men especially and ladies that are

walking through this. So | asked Jim to just share for a few minutes and, and we kind of.



| kind of gave him a question. | said, do what God tells you to do. But here's kind of a
guestion. I'm going to go with it. So I'm going to give Jim the floor for a few minutes to

share before we move on to our next section.

It's an absolute honor to serve on the board at Rejoice Marriage

Ministries

Jim: It's an absolute honor to serve on the board at Rejoice Marriage Ministries and, uh,
to be able to connect. You're like family, and you have been for, I'm going to say the
number 15 years now. So, you know, it's been a long stand and | do have to say how
encouraging it is from a male standpoint to see all these female faces and to think our
wives could be in. In the position that you're in right now at some point in time. And
that's been our prayer as men, you know, moving in our stands for some of us for a very
long time. Some of us for a very short time. But it's very encouraging to see all you
women, uh, and | don't know if the other men feel that same way. | hope we do. But

what was the question you gave me? Laura, do you remember what you asked me?

00:30:00

Lori Lassen: How do you stay focused on your stand when the enemy comes against

you

Jim: and the enemy comes against you? Let me tell you, the enemy does come against
me, and, uh, it's crazy how the enemy can come against you in so many different ways.
Um, I'm, um. Thank goodness I'm not giving my testimony, because, Rhonda, you did

such a great job. And it was this short. Mine always ends up being, you know, it's a



couple hours long, you know, so it's like. But | will say as soon as | connected with
Rejoice Marriage Ministries, and it wasn't that long, I, um, think my wife left in February.
No. Yeah, it was in February. No, she left in January. And in the first week of February or
second week of February, | found Rejoice Marriage Ministries through a friend of mine
at church who had plugged into Rejoice, um, way early on in his separation. And when
I. When | saw the Standards Affirmation, and | don't know if. If you all have read that
and have had. Had that a part of your stand, it was exactly what | needed. | was seeing
a Christian counselor at the time. There was so much chaos going on. And he, uh. In
one of the sessions, in the final session that we had, he looked at me and he said, well,
it sounds like your wife is moving on. Maybe you need to, too. And | was like, wait a
minute. You know, what did you just say? And | was, like, totally devastated by that
statement. | walked out. I, uh, connected with my friend from church, and | said, what is
this marriage ministry thing you were plugged into? And can you send me any
information? He sent me the Standards Affirmation, the link to the Standards
Affirmation. | printed that out, and | brought it the next morning to that counselor, and |
said, tell me this is wrong. Give me something scripturally that goes against everything
that this says. And he. Of course, he couldn't do that. So | knew it was scripture that |
needed to be where | needed to be. And so, like, one of the first books that | read,
which is crazy now I think about it, was Hosea, the Wayward Wife. And | was blown
away that God had me open up Scripture for really, the very first time in My life, um,
and, and it was so pertinent to my set of circumstances. And then very shortly after
that, I, | had, | think | had had a conversation with Charlene one time and | don't know
how that happened, but she had talked about a grounding verse, like a verse in your life
that grounds you and for me. And I'm going to read my grounding verse if | can not cry.
But, um, it's Isaiah 55 and maybe everybody knows this verse, but | had never read this
verse. And it's Isaiah 50, heaven. And it says this. For my thoughts are not your

thoughts, nor are my ways your ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher



than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than
your thoughts. For as the rain comes down and the snow from heaven, and do not
return there, but water the earth and make it bring forth bud that it may be give seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth
mouth. It shall not return to me void, but it shall accomplish what | please, and it shall
prosper in the things for which | send it. And it blew me away to read that because my
thoughts were not his thoughts. His ways are not my ways. And | was trying to, you
know, heal my marriage. | was really pushing forward to try to get my wife to come to
counseling with me. And, and then 1 just, it gave me this peace going. He's in control.
His ways are very different from mine. And | just need to surrender to his ways. And
from that moment on, it became a totally different stand for me. And | knew in that, in
that 10 day period when | was locked into a hotel room with my dog in the Bible and
God, uh, had transformed my life. | believe that was saved in 2003. But in 2012 when
this event took place, | finally surrendered. And | knew that | was born again. Like, like
completely changed and my thoughts were changing. Scripture was jumping off the
pages at me and it still does to this day. So I, | say that, to say this, if that can happen to
me. And | was not the spiritual head of my house. | don't know if you're catching that,
but | was definitely not the spiritual leader of my house. I, | feel like I'm a miracle in a lot
of ways. And the way | look at it is if that can happen to me, it can happen for my wife.
And it's not, it's not in my timing, it's in God's timing, you know, and that's the prayer,

that's our prayer as uh, standards is for God to change for the Holy Spirit
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Jim: to enter their lives as he has entered ours. And, and so yeah, that's, that's how |

fight this battle on the dark days, you know. And the enemy is definitely gonna, | don't, |

don't know how long we, we've all been doing the standing thing, but | believe it's a life



chosen thing that God has presented to all of us. We're chosen to do this. It goes so far
against culture that it's gotta be from the Holy Spirit, it's gotta be from the Lord. There's
no other way. You can't fight this battle without Christ. There's, there's just no way. Um,
and so I'm, 1, look, I, you know, count it all Joy when you fall into various trials. | really
believe that about standing. We need to count this as joy in our lives. He's chosen us
and | mean that sounds crazy and I'm passionate about that but | really believe that his
timing is perfect and yeah, it's been a long time but I, | kind of stopped counting the
time because the joy that | get out of this, especially like this, these groups and being
able to communicate to other fellow Standards, it's just, it's a powerful thing and it's
been a blessing, an absolute blessing. Like these connect groups. It's amazing to me
that, you know, now we finally have a tool to be able to connect around the world. And |
just think that we're in, we're on the right track. | really, really believe we're on the right
track. And so I'm so grateful for Rejoice Marriage Ministries. | can't tell you how
Charlene and, and her family have changed my life. | would drive to, to California all

over again just, just to hang out, you know.

Lori Lassen: Jim lives in North Carolina and we did a Rejoice on the road in California

and that crazy man got in his car.

Jim: Let's read Isaiah 55 together. If you have not read it in a while

Jim: | did 55 covenant trucks is what | counted.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Well, that was God, that was Lord.

Jim: Uh, and it's not, it's not COINCIDENTAL that Isaiah 55. So, | mean.



Lori Lassen: Well, Jim, you talked about the standards affirmation. | asked him if he
could pull it up. Um, this is on our website. If you have not read it in a while, maybe we
could just read it together. He'll unmute us and it's going to be a little loud and chaotic,
but let's read it together and Just be reminded, you know, of this declaration that. Of
what we're doing, you know, in standing. And even some of you are, uh, that are in this.
This group have a restored marriage. But let's just declare out loud what we're doing in.
In standing. Um, so Tim will unmute or you can unmute yourselves. | don't know if Tim

has to do it.

All right, so let's start. When Jim was talking, when we all got

married, we made a covenant

All right, so let's start. | am standing the healing marriage. | will not give up, give in, vow,
give over till that thing takes place. | made a vow. | said the words. | gave the pledge,
gave aring. | took a ring. | gave myself. | trusted God and said the words, meant the
words. In sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy. For better or for worse, for richer
or for more, uh, in good times and in bad. So | am standing now and will not sit down,
set down, slow down, calm down, fall down, look down or be down, Breakdown is torn
down. | refuse to put my eyes in outward circumstances or listen to the prophets of
doom, or buy into what is trendy, popular, lenient, easy, thick, thrifty or advantageous.
Nor will | settle a cheap imitation of all things. Nor will | seek lower God's standard, twist
God's will, rewrite God's word, violate God's covenant, accept what God hates, namely
divorce. In a world of I will stay pure, surrounded by lies, will speak the truth where, uh,
hopelessness abounds. Will God, where revenge is easier, bless instead of. And where
the odds are stacked against me. | will trust in God's fullness. | am a stander, will not

acquiesce, uh, compromise, quarrel or quit. | have made the choice at my face, entered



the race, the word, and trusted God. For all the outcome, |

00:40:00

will allow neither the reaction of myself, the urging of my friends, the advice of my loved
ones, economic hardship, or the prompting of the devil to make me let up, blow, um, up.

Blow up, give up. My marriage is healed. Amen.

Lori Lassen: Amen.

Charlyne Steinkamp: But you know what? When. When Jim was talking, when we all
got married, we didn't say for, uh, for better, for we may. Most of us may have said, what
the. Some version of that. So we made a commitment that altered. With pastors, all your
friends and family members. Why do you think that we should not continue on,
regardless of the circumstances? Because God is greater. And we made a vow in front
of all our family or friends. Or we might have gone to the courthouse and even got

married.

Lori Lassen: And don't you let me say to that. Some people say, well, we got married at
the beach. Well, we got married by a judge. Well, uh, we got married. We weren'tin a
church. It does not matter. You made a covenant. When you stood there in front of
whoever married you, you made a covenant. So don't let the enemy say, well, that
beach wedding doesn't count. It counts. If that is your covenant spouse, that. That

counts.

Charlyne Steinkamp: You said that day.



Lori Lassen: Covenant.

Charlyne Steinkamp: You made that covenant that day.

Lori Lassen: Yes, absolutely. | hope, | hope that you feel like you can run through a wall
when you hear that. Standards affirmation. Because | know that's Jim's reaction the day
that he, you know, handed that over to somebody. And just to be reminded, you know,

what a reminder that it's not easy, but this is what God has called you to do.

Tim: Dana asked the question, how do | settle seeing marriage is not

restored

Jim, you segued me perfectly, um, into what | just want to mention somebody had
asked a question. Dana asked the question, um, how do | settle seeing marriage is not
restored? And let me answer this. Um, first of all, it might be a while. Uh, it might be a
while your, your stand. Unless your spouse is no longer alive, you can't say that your
marriage is not going to be restored because you don't know if they, they have passed
away. Then you can say, God didn't restore your marriage. That's okay to say that. But
you cannot say, well, I've waited X amount of time, and God hasn't done it. So I'm
moving on. Because he's. He's not going to restore my marriage. No, that is you
choosing your timing. And that's not what God wants to do. He is for marriage. Um,
Matthew. Yes. Matthew 19:4 says, Therefore what God has joined together, let no one
separate. No one. So not another woman, not another man, not another job, not an
addiction, not pornography, not whatever. Fill in the blank. Let no one separate. And
when we're walking through this, Jim said it perfectly. Faith is displayed in difficulty.

Right. When things are going well and you're cruising along on autopilot, that's when it



can be. We get a little, little comfortable in our faith. And we get a little comfortable. You
know, maybe | don't need to pray as much today. Like, um, I'm coasting, everything's
good. But when we go through difficulty, that's when we see God do the most work in
us. Right? I'm. Day after day, | hear people say | was the one who was changed first.

That's your testimony. You were the one that, that God said, you're a stinker, too.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah. What were you thinking of getting a divorce?

Lori Lassen: Yes.

Charlyne Steinkamp: What part of the Bible did you not read?

Lori Lassen: So we. It's like we have to look at ourselves and say, lord, how do you want
to change me? And, um, God allowed you to be in this battlefield because he is
sovereign. Okay, the definition of sovereign. You hear the word sovereign a lot. Absolute
authority. He has not lost control of one prodigal. And this, this. This situation is slipping
out of his hands. He is sovereign. And so this battlefield that he has placed you on, go
read Job. Some people, when we were doing the read, reading through the Bible last
year, | was talking to a couple people and they were like, | hate reading the book of Job.
It is just so painful to read. It's actually one of my favorite books of the Bible because |
can identify with some of the things Job goes through where you're, like, going back
and forth like, Lord, really? Are you. Are you serious, Lord? And then your friends that
come alongside you, that maybe aren't the best of friends, and really try to get you
tripped up on what you're believing. But look what God allowed to happen in Job's life.

And this battlefield that you're on, God is using

00:45:00



Lori Lassen: it not just to watch you suffer. He gets no glory. He gets no, no glee from
watching you, you suffer. But he is using this and can use this for his kingdom. So, like,
Jim said it perfectly. You guys are so special that you did not just walk through struggles
in your marriage and every marriage. First Corinthians 7, | say it all the time. Every
marriage is going to have trouble. God. God tells us that you're going to have struggles
in this marriage. It's hard to bring two people under the same roof and expect them to
live together and to, uh, serve the Lord together. It. There are going to be struggles, but
there's a way to fight those struggles. And God is using each person that has said, | am
going to stand up and I'm going to fight for this marriage to make a difference in the
world. And you may not see it yet. You may have nobody that has come to you and said,
hey, would you pray for my marriage? I'm going through something, or I'm so
encouraged by your faith. Um, one of our podcast guests a couple of episodes ago, um,
James said, well, Jim, a different gym said that he was in church. I think it was Jim who
said this to me that he was in church and asked God, you know, where should | sit? |
just, you know, wanna or no, a man did that. Tim, I'm sorry, I'm getting the story wrong.
He was in church, devastated one Sunday, and a man who floated around and sat in
different places just would pray, lord, where do you want me to sit today? And that day,
he sat where Jim was, and he, after the service, said, hey, is everything okay? And Jim
just unloaded on this stranger and said, no, and. And told him what was happening.
And he prayed for him. And it renewed Jim's faith at that moment that he needed it. And
he never saw that man in the church again. Never again. And so God. God loves you
and will send those moments. But, you know, in. In, um, the Bible, he says, ask for
wisdom. So ask him for wisdom. Ask him to give you his wisdom on those days where
you're like, | don't know what's happening? And | can't take it. Because Jim shared with

us so perfectly how God had changed him.

Jim: He.



Jim Gratton spent ten days in a hotel room being broken by God

Lori Lassen: Jim's had a couple episodes with us. Tim might be able to put it in the
chat, the podcast episodes that, um, Jim has done with us, Jim Gratton has done with

us. But God used put him in a hotel room. How many days, Jim? Eight, nine, ten days.

Jim: Did you say ten days? It was ten days.

Lori Lassen: Ten days of Jim in a hotel room and God breaking him and breaking him
down. And, you know, we all maybe didn't go in a hotel room for 10 days to get broken
by the Lord. But through this journey, he says, | want to strip away Laura, um, Marilyn,
Nicole, Christine, John. I. | don't want you to lead. | want to be the head of your life. And
so if | can use this situation to get in that spot where | need to be, that's what I'm going
to use. And so it might not feel like a privilege or an honor, but | want you to shift your
thinking. Say, lord, this is where you've put me, and this is what you've allowed. I. Some
of you guys know that my daughter Ashley has walked through a lot of medical
problems. And even in the past three months, she's been in the hospital, like, four times.
Like, it has been a trying three months. And recently, uh, my husband and | said to her,
do you get mad at God? Like, do you get bitter and angry? Like, lord, why will you not
just heal me? Why is this happening? And she said, no, this is what God has allowed.
So what is that going to solve? Solve? And | said, well, | mean. | mean, that's a good
point, Ashley. That's. That's very accurate. But it's just so easy to shift our focus and
say, lord, you've Allowed this. So | don't like it. I. And he can accept that when we say
that this is not what | want. I'm not saying we celebrate on the divorce papers and say,
okay, Lord, here, you know, we can be upset. He can handle that. But we have to shift
our focus and say, lord, you're in control and you're allowing this, and | trust, trust you

for that. So, okay, I'm talk too long. But read, um, Luke 22:31, please. Um, God allows



Satan to test us to increase our faith. He allows that, just like we were talking about in

Job and the head.

Charlyne Steinkamp: The header, uh, is Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial. And the Lord
said, simon, Simon, indeed. Satan has asked for you that he may sift you as wheat. But
| have prayed for you that your faith should not fail. And when you have returned to me,
strengthen your brethren. But he said to him, lord, | am ready to go with you both to
prison and to death. Then he said, | tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day

before you will, uh, deny three times that you know me.

Lori Lassen: So

00:50:00

Lori Lassen: verse 31, Satan has asked that he may sift you as wheat. The sifting, and
that's the process. Um, Psalm 13 was in my devotions today. And this. Go read this. I'm
sure you've read it before, but read it tonight before you go to bed. David saying, how
long, Lord, will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face and from me?
How long must | wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
Have you ever felt that way? Like, have you said those same words? Like, lord, how
long? How long? How long will my enemy triumph over me? Look on me and answer,
lord, my God, give light to my eyes, or | will sleep in death. And my enemy will say, |
have overcome him. And my foes will rejoice when | fall. Here's the shift. Here's the shift
you need to do. But | trust in your unfailing love. David saw that hope was coming. My
heart rejoices in your salvation. | will sing the Lord's praise. So he's been good to me.
And that is the thing we can. We can say to the Lord. Lord, are you sure about this? Is

this what you really want me to do? And then we need to not get stuck there, and we



need to have that butt moment where we say, but, God, | trust in your unfailing love. My
heart will rejoice in your salvation. | will sing the Lord's praises because he's Been good
to me. So. Psalm 13. Okay, we're running out of time. Sorry, you guys. It's so fun being
on with you guys. | hope you're enjoying it. Um, circle those butts. Mary says | love it.

Circle those butts. Yes.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Lori Lassen: We don't just get stuck in that first part. Um, okay.

One question Kristen asked was about free will. We talked about that

a little bit

One question Kristen asked was about free will. We talked about that a little bit. Um, my
husband has free will to say no. | have bigger | faith bigger than the size of mustard
seed. But my husband has a free will to say no. Can you share how I can biblically look
on this and not carry doubt? And that's a question that is hard to answer. Answer. But
let me just share a couple verses. Ephesians 4:18. Um, and the ESV says they are
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them due to their hardness of heart. So when you read that verse,
you can think, oh, there's no hope. Right? My spouse's heart is hard. His life is
darkened. Her life is darkened. But Ephesians 2, 5, and 6 has the answer. Even when
they were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace, you have
been saved. Guess What? That Ephesians 4:18 refers to you as well. At one point, you
were darkened in your understanding. You. You didn't know who God was. You were

alienated from him because of your hardness of heart. But God. Circle the but for Mary,



please. But God. Okay, um, verse 6, Ephesians 2, 6. And raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly place. If he can do it for you, why can he not do it for
your spouse? Your spouse does have a free will. You have a free will. You can put your
hand on the stove top, but you know what is going to happen. And your spouse has that
as well. They have that free will. I, um, found a quote from John Piper that | think sums
this up well, talking about the sovereignty of God that we talked about before, that he
has absolute authority. We cannot understand God's ways. But let me read this quote.
Um, John Piper says the Bible teaches that God has ways that we do not understand
and that he knows. Knows how to govern all things, including the human will. He
created us, by the way. Don't forget that he, um, governs all things in such a way that
we are truly responsible, truly accountable, and he, at the same time, is truly sovereign.
He is sovereign. Don't forget that we should be thankful for this sovereign grace,
because without it we would be utterly hopeless and the bondage of our spiritually dead
hearts. So yes, your spouse does have a free will, but they also have a God who is
sovereign. And they have people like you, like us, like your friends, your family, your
prayer partners praying for them. So don't get wrapped up in that free will. They have a
free will to do it. The prisoner in a cell tonight has a free will to walk around that cell. But
those walls are holding him where he is because of that boundary. And God is the one
who can knock those walls down. So don't get, don't get stuck on that free will. Um, this

is where faith

00:55:00

comes in. Luke. Let me read one more verse. Um, Luke 18:19. 18:19. Okay, get ready
because I'm about ready to tell you. No one is good except God alone. That's what
Luke 18:19 says. No one is good. So even when we can get on that part and think, well,

I'm over here sitting on my holy high horse and waiting for my prodigal to come out of



the slums and come back to me, none of us there but for the grace of God, it could be
us, us back in that situation. And so we have to remember that, that God is sovereign
and that he is in control. And Gracie said my two year old keeps asking for her dad. And
you know what, whatever age your child, your grandchildren, your nieces, nephews, talk
to them on that age level. | was 14 when my dad left and aware of things that were
happening and | did not know one iota of what was really happening behind the scenes
because | didn't need to know it as a 14 year old. It was between my parents. So
Gracie, tell your daughter that God loves her and that her dad loves her and keep
reminding her of that and fill in the blanks for where dad is not. Okay, you don't have to
have parents pitted against each other, but you can represent and, and speak highly of
her father even if he's not there. And pray with her and teach her to pray for her dad,
that dad would be safe, that dad would come visit and, and do that with her. Um, she is.
Yep. John said she is loved no matter what. She is loved and that's what you get to
teach her. And | have a two year old granddaughter and she is so smart. But let me tell
you, even as a two year old, um, Gracie, she is going to pick up on what you're teaching
her. So start teaching her about who Jesus is and the love of Jesus and he will fill in
Those gaps. He will fill in those gaps. | had a hard stop because | really want to respect
your time, but if you guys give me five more minutes, we're going to wrap up. I'm going
to let Josie, um, and | hope I'm saying that right, Josie asked me if she could have 60
seconds, um, that she just wanted to share something that God laid on her heart. All

right, Josie, take it away.

Charlyne Steinkamp: I'm, um, here. Oh, thank you so much. Ah, Lori, for this
opportunity. My goodness, | didn't expect it, but yeah, | just want to thank you, um, Lori,
for everything that you've been doing. And | want to thank, you know, the board and
Rhonda, um, with all the lessons we've done. But the reason why | asked for this

opportunity, | just wanted to speak to Charlene.



Mary Josindaba thanks Charlene Steenkamp for her obedience

Charlene, my name is Josindaba from South Africa. It's 3:00am M. Right now. | think it's

half past three. It's four o' clock actually in the morning.

Lori Lassen: Oh, Josie.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Josie, you have made my. You really sacrificed.

Jim: Bless you.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And you. And they. You heard the alarm.

Charlyne Steinkamp: | stayed up.

Lori Lassen: Oh, you stayed up.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Oh, that's a good idea.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Yeah. Charlene, | just want to thank you for your obedience. The

reason why | wanted to speak today is because | wanted you to know how far your, uh,

obedience has reached.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Praise the Lord.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Here in South Africa, in a very small town called Vanderbilt Park,

a girl who was born in Sharpeville had your testimony. And most of all, | want to thank



you because your obedience gave your husband, Bob Steenkamp, an opportunity to

speak to our standards. That has been a life changing testimony for me.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen. Amen.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And | thank God for it. So, yeah, thanks a lot. Lori. All of this has
just been life changing. Your father's testimony spoke to. To everything that I. All the
guestions that | had about the prodigal. And last week's message was the most. |
haven't spoken to my husband in three years. And | read last week's devotional from

your dad. You know, the Bible talks about a great cloud of witnesses.

01:00:00

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen M that are cheering us on in Hebrews 12. And | almost
could see your dad saying, you write that message. You write that Valentine's Day
message. And after three years, | wrote my husband and a happy. It was his birthday on
Valentine's Day. His name is wow. And | couldn't do it, you know, for the past three
years. But after reading that devotional, | felt the strength to write that message. And |

just want to thank you, Charlene, for obedience. Your suffering was not for nothing.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen. Oh, my goodness, | love that. Oh, I love that. And | know, |
know Bob's devotionals and his books he's written. Uh, he shares very. He's very open
and everything and honest. And that's the one thing that | think touched so many
people, is that he didn't. He told the truth and Amen. And all the stuff that you get

tempted to fall into a trap, but.

Lori Lassen: Oh, Josie, thank you. You get the, uh, distance award for, uh, furthest



Away. And | want to say something | never share my parents testimony with. You know,
talking about the day that God got hold of my mom'’s life that Sunday at church where
she said, okay, Lord, I'm. I'm committing to you without people saying, she had such

faith. She had such faith. And you know what? You have that same faith.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen.

Lori Lassen: You have that in you. And some days it might feel weak and you might
think, | can't do it. And whatever you're facing, because | know there's more than just,
um, there's more than just marriage struggles happening. There's financial struggles,
job struggles, struggles with prodigal children. | know there's a lot happening. But you
have that faith. And so just like we came through this study talking about, um, the
spiritual warfare, you have to just remind yourself that, Lord, you in me is giving me the
strength to do this. And so there's people, like | said, that are going to be changed
because of your stand, because you are on this battlefield for the kingdom of God. And
you have been chosen. Moses, Noah, uh, go down the list, Paul, all the people that
were chosen, go read your Bible. All the people, the nothings that were chosen, and
God used them to do great things. And he has chosen you and is going to use you to
do great things for his kingdom. And so do not get discouraged. Don't give up on what

you're doing, even on those hard days.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Amen. Uh, amen.

Lori Lassen: Okay, John said we got till 9:05 and it's 906 and so I'm going to push it.
John said we can go to 9, 10, and then we're going to do a hard stop. But here's what
I'm going to do. | have four minutes and I'm gonna ask you guys. I, um, want to just see

four people raise their hand either physically or click for Tim. And I'm going to give four



of you a minute each to close us in prayer. And | want you guys to, um, Pray for us. And
then mom or |, one will close out at the end. But Kate, Rhonda, Mary, Jim. And then
we'll close. We'll go in that order. And, um, we'll. We'll just have a few minutes of prayer,

you guys. Okay, so Kate, start us off, and then Rhonda, Mary, Jim.

All right. Lord, we just thank you for this beautiful fellowship

All right.

Lori Lassen: Lord, we just thank you for this beautiful fellowship that you brought
together, Lord, that even though, even tonight, myself, | came into this feeling
discouraged, feeling alone. The devil truly does love to take us down and. And, um, hurt
our thoughts. But, Lord, you come in and you just give us fresh. You give us, um,

refreshment for our.

Charlyne Steinkamp: Our souls.

Lori Lassen: Just like you talk about in your word. That, um, the gathering of believers is
really beautiful. You designed it, you gave it. You, uh, gave us the gift of one another. So
| just thank you for bringing us together, Lord. And | just pray for each spouse that's on
the call that's still standing. | pray, Lord, that you would just give them fresh
encouragement in their heart and their soul, bring the scripture to mind that they've
read, even if it was years ago or yesterday, that they would hold on to the truth and they
would act in it. They wouldn't just hear the word and walk away, but they would. That we
all would stand in it and we would act it out, Lord, that we would walk in it. We'd walk in

the calling that you've had for us, uh, that you have in store for us. Lord, we just thank



you for taking us this far. Even though there's been many days. We've all felt like we
can't make it another day, but your grace has been sufficient and it's taken us to
tomorrow. And so we thank you for that. We thank you for the. The goodness and the
provision and that. The grace you've given to us, Lord. And we just ask for more grace,
new mercies every morning. That tomorrow when we wake up, we would stand
stronger. We would have more love, more mercy, more grace from heaven to pour out

into our spouse, Lord, just thank you, Lord. Amen.

01:05:00

Rhonda: Lord, we just thank you for this night, Lord, where we can all gather from all
over the world, Lord. It's just a miracle in itself. And | thank you, Lord, for Charlene and
Bob, and for giving them, Lord, the strength to share their testimony with all of us, Lord,
to be obedient. And that you gave each of us, Lord, that ministry when we needed it the
most. God. And | thank you for each person in this group. And | ask God, uh, that you
would just strengthen each spouse that is standing. That you would strengthen them,
that you would give them hope, Lord, that you would show them who they are in you,
God. | pray, Lord, for strength. | pray for hope, Lord. | pray for miracles and
breakthroughs, God. | pray that you would be with every spouse, Lord, that is
represented in this group, Lord, and all through this ministry. | pray that you bring every
prodigal home, Lord, that you would turn hearts to flesh, God, that you would open
eyes and give clarity and minds, Lord. | pray God for every marriage, Lord, that is right
represented, that you would just bring restoration. God and | thank you, Lord, for who
you are, Lord, that you never leave us, you never forsake us, that you fight for us, God, |
thank you for your grace and your mercy, Lord. And | pray, Lord, that you would just
meet every single need, Lord, that is in this group, God. | know there are many, God.

And | know, Lord, there are times when we feel like we can't go on, Lord, and that the



attacks never, never cease to seem to stop. God. And | just pray, Lord, that you would
fight for us, that you would give us strength, that you would give us hope, Lord, that you
would show us and remind us how to use the weapons that you've given us, God and |

thank you and | praise your name, Jesus. Amen.

Mary: | thank you that you are so, so good to us, Lord. Um, in Psalm 92, it says, um, it
is good to give thanks to the Lord and to sing praises to your name almost high, Lord,
Help us to declare, in verse two it says, help us to declare your loving kindness in the
morning and your faithfulness at night. | think so many times how we, um, fall into bed
and think, Lord, of your faithfulness in all of this, regardless of what it looks like,
regardless of what the circumstances look like, Lord, | just agree with all the prayers
that have been prayed, Lord. And Lord, I just pray that your Holy Spirit would seal all
the encouragement from, from this, um, gathering today to the hearts of those that are
that are listening. And, Lord, | just thank you in advance for what you are doing, um, in
each marriage represented here, Lord, because you love us, Lord. You are a covenant.
You keep covenant, Lord. And Lord, where would we be without that, Lord? This
standing has taught me that, Lord. And | know you're moving in our hearts, um, to. To
heal and to change and transform us, Lord, while we wait for our mates. And as Jim
said, that gives us confidence for praying for our spouses. And so |, Lord, | just, um,

thank you and praise you for who you are and what you're doing in Jesus name.

Jim: Your heavenly gracious Father, we thank you for the mercy that you've shown us in
our stands, um, when we do falter and stumble that you are still present in our lives,
that you continue to buffet us, uh, especially in our covenant spouses. Lord, we the
representation of Christ and his church and to know that he would never leave his
bride, his church when he does, on the day that he finally separates from his church,

that's when we as standers can do the same. Lord, we know that that'll never happen.



We just appreciate and understand covenant like never before. You have, you have
posted this in our hearts as standards and we know that we are called. Lord, | just
continue to praise you for that calling in our lives as standards. Lord, | just ask you to do
the same for all the prodigals that are out there that are wandering, that may be lost,
who have, have stiff armed you with regard to um, the calling on their life to turn and
first and foremost back to you, um, in relationship to their salvation. Father, uh, God, we
just, we know that it's possible that you are sovereign over all these circumstances that
we find ourselves in. We know that our children are hurting. We know that it's, it's

pressure on them that is um, sometimes overlooked. And we, we know
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Jim: know that that exists no matter the age. Father, we just ask for those hearts to
remain soft and that we as standards can be the stone that you've put in place that they
can rely on before they understand the covenant that you've created before with their
mom and their dad. Lord, we just ask that you continue to bless, rejoice marriage
ministries and the commitments that they've made and to prosper them in the future so
that this ministry just grows and abounds and speaks truth about separation, divorce

and remarriage. We love you Lord, and it's in Jesus name that we pray these things.

Lori Lassen: Amen.

Charlyne Steinkamp: And uh, Lord, we just love you. We praise you and thank you for
all these people that have joined in this new uh, connection groups and we just give you
the glory and honor that they have been so successful and, and they've grown and, and
have you speak to them in different ways. We give you the praise of that and Lord, we

are asking that you would touch all of these men and women that have been so



touched that they will be say, lord, use me. And if you have the Lord, send them
somebody that is having marriage problems that they can go up to them and they, they
can connect them to, to the ministry, but connect them to what they have learned and
how they have grown. So Lord, we are praying this year as always, and especially in
February, the love month that we are praying for hundreds and thousands of prodigals
around the world. And not just prodigal spouses, but ones that are in church going to
church, but they just have not been saved by the Lord and, and they're going with their
family. So Lord, we pray for salvation for all the marriages and to be all that you created
them to be. The success in marriage and the devil is trying to destroy it. But God is
greater in all areas. So Lord, we thank you for all the testimonies we've heard tonight
and we just thank you for um, everybody that has shared. But Lord, we ask that you
would bless these people, people, but bless all hurting marriages and have them find
you or m a messenger that would come and find um, this ministry and other ministries
that believe in marriage restoration. Nothing, nothing is too hard for you. And we just
give you the praise and Lord, we thank you for every one of these people and every
one of them has a special prayer request and it may be different than what others are
praying. And we, | just ask that you would touch them all and you would encourage
them and speak to them and they see an answer to prayer because we've prayed
tonight in unity and we just give you the praise. Lord, may they have a blessed, blessed
February, but may you speak to them and show them that you're giving them a new
word or a new, um, person to speak to about marriage restoration and to God be the

glory. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

If you're interested in joining the connect groups, let us know

Lori Lassen: Well, | hope you enjoyed that conversation that we had together. It was



really such a fun evening and so fun to connect with the people who were on that call. If
you're interested in joining the connect groups and would like to be placed on a list so
when they reopen, you'll get information. You can go to our website at rejoicing
joyceministries.org and click on contact and let us know that you would like information
when the connect groups start again. And we will be sure to let you know when that
happens. Until then, keep fighting for your marriage. Thanks for joining us today as we
proclaim that God heals hurting marriages. Take time to visit our website@ah

rejoiceministries.org for additional resources for your marriage.
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