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Lori Lassen: Foreign.

Lori Lassen: Foreign. Thanks M for joining us for the Fight for your marriage podcast 

with Charlene and Lori. This is a place where you can find hope for your marriage 

through Jesus Christ. Hi, thanks for joining us for another episode of the fight for your 

marriage podcast. Well, I want to admit something today. I'm not a very patient person. I 

don't like change and I want things to change rapidly if they're going to change, 

because I do not want to be in the middle of waiting. Can you identify with that? Waiting 

is hard. Waiting on a promise to be fulfilled, waiting on an answer to prayer. It can 

sometimes be challenging. Right now, as Christians, we're all waiting on the promise to 

be fulfilled for Jesus to return. And we're in the middle. So the question we're going to 

talk about today is how do I trust God when he has made a promise, but I've not yet 

seen it delivered? Throughout the Bible, we see men and women who had to trust in 

the middle. They had to wait with faith while the Lord took them through a process. 

Joseph waited 13 years for his answer. Abraham waited 25 years. Moses waited 40 

years. Jesus waited 30 years to start his earthly ministry. But God used all of these 

men, and he's using us when we're in the middle of waiting. My pastor recently shared 

a sermon on Genesis 15 that really touched me and I knew that I wanted to share it 

with you. It's an in depth look at Abram and how he handled his weight. I really want to 

encourage you to grab a pen, grab your Bible, listen to this message all the way to the 



end. Don't grow frustrated thinking, well, I know all about waiting, so I don't need to 

hear a sermon on this topic. I really want to encourage you to listen to this and to be 

encouraged on how you can serve the Lord, how you can have joy, and how you can 

have peace when you're in the middle of the waiting. Psalm 27:14 says, Wait for the 

Lord. Be strong and let your heart take courage. Wait for the Lord. And so I hope you 

enjoy this podcast.

Matthew McDaniel: If you have your Bibles, open up with me to Genesis chapter 15. 

Going to continue in our study in Genesis this morning. Just a note. Some of the people 

you just looked at are heading back north in the next couple weeks. I've meant to say 

this the last couple Sundays, and every Sunday somebody comes up and says, oh, so 

we're heading back to the other home that's lesser than this home, obviously that other 

place, wherever that other place might be. But, uh, don't Forget to greet them, you 

know, if you know that they're getting ready to move. Offer a hand to help in any way, 

shape or form. Uh, but we appreciate the guests that come down. And, uh, we, if we're 

honest, sometimes appreciate you going away, especially when I'm driving. Not you, of 

course, I'm talking about the other people. Lord, forgive me for my bad attitude this 

morning. In all honesty, we really appreciate the season. I was just in the lobby realizing 

how fast the season went. Just so fast. I was like, I've just seen you for the first time and 

you're going already. So, uh, God is good. God is good. So we've watched Abram kind 

of grow in this new relationship with this God that makes promises. And we've hopefully 

mirrored ourselves in some way or at least reflected on our life in some way. The, uh, 

ways that were similar and dissimilar to Abram in this process. Remember, Abram was 

not. He didn't grow up in a Christian home, didn't go to Christian school. He was not 

versed in these things. This is a new God to him. A God who speaks and a God who 

says, go. Leave your family, leave your land. Leave everything that's comfortable and 

secure, and go to this place I'm going to tell you about, and I'm going to give you a land. 



And I'm going to make you a blessing, not just to those around you, but to all creation. 

All things will be blessed because of you. Just go, and I'll show you where to go as you 

go. And so Abram is learning and he's faltering. He was obedient to leave and leave his 

home and go to a new place. He faltered a little bit by running down into Egypt and 

trying to take matters into his own hands. But he came back valiantly. And we see him 

with, uh, with great heroics, rescue his family and the possessions attached to that. And 

then in this moment of potential compromise, he continues to give glory to God. And he, 

uh, pushes away the earthly reward that was being given to him by, uh, the king of 

Sodom. But still, in the middle of this series of great moves by God, there is this one 

lingering frustration that I think is bubbling
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Matthew McDaniel: up now in Abram's life. And that is God. You promised a son, and 

you have given me no son. You haven't given me a daughter. You haven't given me 

anything. I'm still without a child. And how could this promise be true if you haven't 

really come through on it? Yes, you've been good in these other ways. But this specific 

ways you have not provided. And it raises this question that many of us ask ourselves. 

And that is, can God's promises really be certain if the circumstances in our lives are 

saying something else? How can God's promises be certain if the circumstances are 

saying something else? Anybody in that situation in their life? I believe in God. I trust in 

his promises. I trust in his power, his provision, his deliverance, whatever it might be. 

But yet I still see unmet promises. How can I still trust this God that makes promises 

that he is not keeping or hasn't yet? It's a question that we wrestle with. And I think 

again, as we've seen throughout each of these chapters, chapter 15 will give us, uh, 

another opportunity to watch Abram, see Abram's relationship with God. And maybe 

encourage ourselves in the process as we learn to trust in the promises of God, even 



though we don't necessarily see them playing out in real time.

Genesis chapter 15 is one of the most significant biblical chapters

So look with me at Genesis chapter 15. We'll start in verse one together. After these 

things. The Word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision. Fear not, Abram, I am your 

shield. Your reward shall be very great. But Abram said, o Lord God, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless. And the heir of my house is Eleazar of Damascus. And 

Abram said, behold, you have given me no offspring. And a member of my household 

will be my heir. And behold, the word of the Lord came to him. This man shall not be 

your heir. Your very own son shall be your heir. And he brought him outside, and he 

said, look toward heaven and number the stars if you're able to number them. And he 

said to him, so shall your offspring be. And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness. And he said to him, I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of 

the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess. But he said, O Lord God. O Lord God. 

How am I to know that I am to possess it? And he said to him, bring me A heifer 3 

years old. A female goat 3 years old. A ram 3 years old. A turtle dove and a young 

pigeon. And he brought him all these, and he cut them in half. And he laid each over 

against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And when the birds of prey came 

down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. And we say this is very, very str. True. 

The story is going on as the sun was going down. A deep sleep fell on Abram. And 

behold, a dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord said to Abram, 

know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will 

be servants there. And they will be afflicted for 400 years. But I will bring judgment on 

the nation that they serve. And afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 

As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace. You shall be buried in a good old age, 



and you shall come back here in the fourth. They shall come back here in the fourth 

generation. For the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete. And when the sun had 

gone down and it was dark, behold a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. On that day, the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, to 

your offspring, I will give this land, or, excuse me, to your offspring, I give this land from 

the river of Egypt to the great river, to the river and the river Euphrates, the land of the 

Kenites and Kenizzites and Kadmonites and Hittites and Perizzites and Raphael and 

Amorites and Canaanites and Girgashites and Jebusites. There's a question, a, uh, 

concern, a doubt, a reaffirmation, a restatement, a visual, tangible sign. God is making 

a covenant with Abram. And in that, he promises something that he will deliver. And 

we're going to see a lot of different things about this covenant. Jesus. Genesis chapter 

15 is one of the most significant chapters in all of the Bible. It's the core of our belief 

that salvation is by faith comes out of this passage. For weeks I've been saying Abram 

is the Father of faith, but he was not yet father of faith. He becomes the father of faith in 

this very chapter when it says, and he believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness. The passage that's drawn out In Romans chapter 4 and Galatians 

chapter 3, and other passages where Abram is this one who is the seed of blessing 

through his faith goes to the nations, including all that comes to us in Christ. It's, uh, an 

incredibly significant passage.

Genesis chapter 15 begins with a warning to Abram: Fear not

In light of all of those significant pieces to this passage,
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I want to think of it in terms of that beginning question. How do I trust a God that 

promises but is not delivered? How do I trust a God that is promised but is not 

delivered? I see three things that I want to focus on in our time this morning from 

Genesis chapter 15. The first is that God sees the faithful heart God sees the faithful 

heart. It says, after these things. The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision. Now, 

this is a little bit different than what we've seen before. We've seen God speak to 

Abram. We've seen God appear to Abram. This seems to be a vision. Would be more 

like a dream or some kind of a visualization in a daydream or something like that. God 

speaks to him in. In a way that is real to Abram. It's real communication. And God says 

this. He says, fear not, Abram. I am your shield. Your reward shall be very great. I love 

that in the middle of everything that Abram had just experienced, the author or the 

writer begins with after these things. What are the after these things? The after these 

things are. God called you out of Ur. God called you into Canaan. There were 

Canaanites in the land already. Uh, God provided for you, uh, in an odd turnabout way 

through the middle of disobedience down in Egypt. He brought you back to the land. 

He, uh, led you through to divide with Lot. Lot went one way, you went the other. He 

gave you strength to defeat the enemies and bring back everything that was stolen. 

After all of these things, the Lord God speaks. Most specifically after Abram had just 

turned down great possessions from the king of Sodom, God comes back to Abram 

and says, fear not, Abram. I just love that God knows his name. Fear not, Abram. I am 

your shield. Your reward shall be, uh, adequate. Your reward shall be somewhat 

sufficient to maybe meet some of your needs in the near future. No, your reward will be 

what? Very great. Very great. This word from the Lord is a message of peace. It's a 

message of protection, and it's a message of provision. I don't know about you, but I 

like these kind of messages. For me, uh, I've told you before about my personal, uh, 

relationship with the idea of God's peace. Peace is really, really valuable to me 

internally. Where do we see peace? We see peace and fear not. Now, uh, most often 



when people interact with God or angels or anything holy in scripture, their reaction is 

fear and trembling. They want to fall down and hide. They want to get behind something. 

They want to run and escape. God begins with fear not. Is it just that Abram saw God 

and was afraid of him? Or was Abram concerned about the lack of promise fulfillment? 

Or was he concerned about what would happen now that armies are around him? Is he 

going to be able to defend himself again? God speaks peace. Fear not, Abram. I am 

Your shield. Love that I am your shield. Uh, and when you are using a shield, is the 

shield in front of you or behind you? Front of you. Unless you're attacking. Then it's kind 

of over this side. Right. But I think of this idea of God ever before me, which requires me 

to follow behind him. Right. It requires us to see where God is and position ourselves 

behind him. Why? I am your shield. I am your protector. I will go to war with you. I will go 

before you so that you do not need to be afraid, but provision also. Your reward shall be 

very great. The promise. Problem with these words is that they have not entirely come 

true yet for Abram. And Abram responds, which is kind of interesting in itself that God 

speaks and Abram actually talks back. Now, he doesn't sound sassy in the passage to 

me, it's not like he's, well, you haven't given me anything. There's a little bit of edge of 

that, a little bit later. But right now he's like, lord, what will you give me? What will you 

give me? For I continue childless. And, uh, the heir, if you're talking about the heir of my 

household, it's not even one of my own. It's a man from Damascus, Eleazar. He's the 

head of my household. Is he the heir of all things? Behold, you have given me no 

offspring and a member of my own household
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will be the heir. There's a question, there's an honest dialogue which is a model for us. 

We should have honest relationships with God been challenged even in my own life, to. 

In my prayer time, to be just being truthful, truth telling with God. I just got you see, my 



heart.

Abram receives correction in chapter 12 about his promised land

Anyways, that image of, uh, some thoughts connecting in my brain, the image of 

Revelation 19 with Jesus eyes on fire, reminds me that Jesus sees through you. And 

there's fear in that. And there's comfort in that. At the same time that my God does not 

worry about what I'm trying to hide because he sees into myself. And I can be open 

with him. I can rest in him. He's my shield. He is a penetrating fire as he looks into me. 

But Abram's asking honest questions. You haven't. You've promised, but you haven't 

delivered. Where's my son? Is Eleazar the one A son had not yet been given. I love that 

word. Yet a son had not yet been given. Now you and I are an advantage over Abram. 

Abram didn't know the end of the story. You and I do, right? We Know that in due time, 

Abram, through Sarai, his wife, will have a son that will be the bearer of the blessing. 

And we'll learn about him in the weeks to come. But at this point, Abram had not yet 

received the promise. He again, maybe like he did going down to Egypt, he was 

thinking he was going to take matters into his own hands. And well, Eleazar is the best 

I've got because he's the leader of my household. I give him as the source of this 

blessing and God steps in to correct and to clarify. God is interacting with Abram, which 

I love. God is not a God that just speaks out. He interacts with us. That's why prayer is 

so vital. That's why prayer is so important to the way that we live. But Abram receives 

correction and he receives clarification. The correction is in that next verse. In, uh, verse 

four and five, the word of the Lord came to him. This man, he doesn't even give his 

name. This man shall not be your heir, uh, but your very own son shall be your heir. And 

then God graciously gives him something to see. Remember in chapter 12 when God 

says, you're going to go out from your land, you're going to go into Canaan. This is the 



land I'm going to give you. And Abram gets there and he sets up the altar and he seeks 

after the Lord. And what does the Lord God say? He says, goes out, this is your land. 

Then later he divides from Lot. He says, this is your land. Look at what does he say? 

The sand of the desert floor. If you can count the particles of sand, that will be like the 

number of offspring you'll have. Now you can only see sand during the daytime, right? 

So God has given Abram a physical reminder that every time he steps out of his tent 

and he's annoyed by the sand on his feet, he can remember. God is going to provide 

offspring as many as those are. Those sand particle are. Now it's a nighttime. And God 

says, go outside, look up at the sky. And what does he see? Countless stars. Now he is 

a sign by night, a physical reminder. Every time Abram looks out, steps outside and 

looks up. I did this last night. I was walking my dog annoyed me. At 10 o' clock at night, 

I'm walking out in the grass. Cause we don't have a yard, so we gotta wear leash them 

and walk them out every time. So I'm standing there in the yard and I'm looking up and 

there's like four stars in the sky because there's too much light pollution and all that 

stuff, all the astronomy stuff. But I'm looking up and I'm saying, four. I'm like, wow, I've 

got four kids, so that's fitting. But promise is not for me. The reality is you and I are one 

of those stars, right? We are the promise offspring. We are. It's a forever declaration 

through the sand and through the stars that God does and will satisfy his promise. He 

will provide for him and Abram's. In this moment of decision, and in this moment, his 

heart is revealed. His heart is revealed. And Abram believed God, and it was counted to 

him as righteousness. And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted it to Abram 

as righteousness. The Lord God saw into the heart of the faithful heart of Abram. And 

Abram in those moments, or maybe this was an overflow of what had been working in 

his heart up to this point. He trusts God to keep his promise, which is the thing that you 

and I need to do as believers. We need to trust God to keep his promises. This passage 

becomes central to so much of what the New Testament teaches with regards
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to our relationship with God through faith. We believe that by faith we are saved, not by 

works. It's not that we do enough good things to be good enough. We trust that God is 

good enough to make us good. And we rely on his work, which is through Jesus Christ. 

And Abram believed God, and God credited him as righteous.

Nehemiah says God sees Abram's faithful heart in chapter nine

I was reading recently in Nehemiah, in Nehemiah, chapter nine, there is a. One of my 

favorite, uh, occurrences. I'll say occurrences, because it happens multiple times when 

authors in the Bible give us a history of what God has done through the ages. I love 

reading. There's some psalms that are that way. There's some prayers throughout the, 

uh, Old Testament that are way. Uh, Stephen's sermon in Acts, chapter seven is that 

way. It's like a retelling of the great story of God. And I always get encouraged because 

I love the big story of God, because sometimes I get spun around the axle in the little 

story of my part of God's story. But this is what Nehemiah says as he's recounting the 

faithfulness and the sinfulness of his people of God's people. In Nehemiah, chapter 9. 

You are the Lord. Excuse me? Uh, you are the Lord. You alone, you have made heaven, 

the heavens of heavens, and with all their hosts, uh, the earth and all that is on them, 

the seas and all that is in them. And you preserve all of them. And the host of heaven 

worships you. You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur 

of the Chaldeans. And you gave him the name Abraham. You found his heart faithful 

before you. And you made with him the covenant in giving to his offspring. This faithful 

heart is the heart that God sees. Uh, I don't know about you, but I want a faithful heart. I 

am entirely unfaithful in many other ways, but I want my heart to be faithful. God, see 



my faithful heart. See my faithful heart. I love that God sees Abram's faithful heart. He 

credits him as righteous. He sees his faithfulness and attributes righteousness to it. For 

him, salvation is by faith, not by works. The rescue of God is by faith, not by works. If 

you have a faithful heart, God sees you. He sees into, um, that place. We need to allow 

him to do that. Allow him to foster that great faithfulness in us. Even God sees a faithful 

heart. Secondly, God strengthens the questioning heart. Even though God had spoken 

to Abram in this vision, even though Abram had responded with questions of his own, 

even though God had responded and said, no, look at the stars. That's a guarantee of 

the offspring that I'm going to give you. There are going to be many. Your reward is 

going to be very great. Abram still has questions about how, why. And the Lord speaks 

again in this. He comes again to Abram, and he speaks more and again, similar 

message. Peace, protection and provision. Look at verse seven. And the Lord appeared 

to Abram and said to your offspring, I will give this land. So he built an altar to the Lord 

who, uh, had appeared to him. I'm in the wrong chapter, Verse 7. And he said to him, I 

am the Lord who brought you out from Ur, the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 

possess. And Abram's question in response was, how am I to know? How am I to 

know? The question is a real question, right? It's a real question. How am I to know? I 

hear your words, God. I have learned to trust you because you've been faithful for this 

short relationship. Some of us have been walking with the Lord longer than Abram's 

been walking with the Lord at this point. I have seen your work. But how do I know? 

How do I know? It's a very similar question to the question that Gideon asked. 

Remember, when God comes to him and says, gideon, you go and defeat the 

Midianites. Now, um, Gideon was just a guy and a small little village. He said, you go 

and. And you defeat the Midianites. And Gideon says, how do I know? I got an idea. Let 

me put a fleece on the ground and make the fleece dry and the ground wet. And then 

make the fleece, uh, wet and the ground dry. And God did. Why? Because Gideon 

asked the question, how do I know God wanted to give him a sign? Very similar 



question to what we read in Isaiah, chapter seven, when Ahaz is told, look for a sign, 

and what will the sign
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be? The sign will be Emmanuel. A virgin will give birth to a child, and his name will be 

Emmanuel. God with us. Very, very similar to the question that Mary herself asked God, 

how could these things be since I am a virgin? Remember that story? And it's not even 

Christmas, and you remember that story. Good job, huh? In some ways, it's similar to 

the question that Thomas asks after the resurrection. How will I know until I get my 

fingers in his hands and put my hands into his side? How will I know? It's a question we 

oftentimes ask, and God is gracious to answer. And he answers with a reoccurring word 

of peace and protection and provision.

Abraham never sees the promise fulfilled on this side of glory

O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess this question underneath all of this 

for us also, is, is it possible to know something that you haven't yet seen? Is it possible 

to know? It's possible to believe. But is it possible to know as a believer in the Lord God, 

who is the one that rescues people out of lands and plants them in other places? I 

know God will keep his promises. I may not see the promise ever fulfilled, as we'll see 

in a moment. Abraham never sees the promise fulfilled on this side of glory. But I know 

that God is a God who keeps his promises always. So if you have not yet seen it, 

continue to trust the God that made it. Why? Because you'll get through. And he will 

provide. He always does. He always does. As we grow to know God more and more, 

and as Abram is growing to know God and God more and more, God is strengthening 



him through his questions. He's affirming his promise. He's affirming his covenant. He's 

reminding Abram of his. Of the character of God. And so that as he's standing in this 

moment, stuck between, uh, the life that he's seen behind him and the promise that's 

left in front of him, he's standing in the center. And what does he have to do? He has to 

trust. He has to trust that God has been faithful, and he has to Trust that God will be 

faithful. And lands in that tension, lives in that tension, which is the tension that you and 

I live in almost daily. Promise made, but not yet promise made or kept. This is where we 

live. This tension in the center. But God strengthens those hearts that question God, 

that pursue Him. The Lord is going to provide tangible promises, and that's what he 

does in this situation in particular, not only has he given him the stars in the heavens 

and the sand on the shore, which is. Or the sand on the desert floor, but he gives them 

another very odd, peculiar, tangible, uh, sign for us to read about and learn about. And 

it, uh, has to do with these animals. And so Abraham Abram gets this tangible 

experience. It's a fully inversive. What's the word? Is it inversive when you're in 

immersive? Immersive. It's an immersive experience. So God gives them a list of 

recipes. You got to get these animals and cut them in half and lay them on the ground. 

And it's a bloody weird situation. And we're looking at this from the outside saying, this 

is the strangest, little, bizarre, maybe Halloween night kids prank thing. Can we be 

honest about that? It kind of sounds like one of those weird Halloween night prank 

things. Right now. Young people in the room, m. You're not allowed to steal animals and 

cut them in half and lay them out. This is God's doing. God's setting the stage for a very 

tangible picture of covenant. And, uh, the symbolism behind it. If you had time to go 

through and read all the research on it, uh, there's this idea of cutting a covenant. There 

was actually a physical ceremony where things were cut. And in that this covenant, this 

promise was made. God is setting the stage through something very, very tangible to 

show Abram that God is for real in this covenant. And God is going to, uh, enact this 

promise with him and he sets the stage. God is so good at times to give tangible. Well, 



God is good all the time, but sometimes his goodness is shown by giving us tangible 

pictures of what he's doing in real time. And we've got to capture those pictures, uh, 

those moments. Uh, we've talked about memory stones, we've talked about ways to, 

uh, reflect on God's goodness in your own life and capture those moments. Because 

God but proves himself faithful in the past so that we can trust him, uh, in the future. 

And then we just need to rest in Him. So Abram gets this stage set. Animals are there, 

and he, in a random parenthetical thought here he chases the birds of prey away, which 

is good, because they would have had a feast there.
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We've seen God seize the faithful heart. We see God strengthening the questioning 

heart. Now we see God securing the waiting heart as Abram is just waiting, waiting, 

waiting. It says the sun went down on the day, and Abram fell into a, uh, deep sleep. In 

fact, a very, very deep sleep. And it was dreadful darkness. And in the dream. So we've 

seen God appear to Abram physically, in appearance, in his voice, in a vision. Now in a 

dream, in the night. And he says to Abram, know for certain. I, uh, wish God at this 

point would have said, abram, I'm going to do this. Just trust me. In just a short time. 

Sarai, your wife's going to have a son. I know she hasn't had any children yet. She's 

been barren. But she's going to have a boy. You're going to name him Isaac. And these 

are the signs I'm going to give you specifically for that. But he doesn't. God tells the big 

story. He tells Abram about how this big plan of God's, uh, redemption is going to play 

out in time. And he tells a story that stretches way past Abram's life in the middle of this 

deep darkness. Animals cut up and spread out on the lawn. Know for certain that your 

offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there. And 

they will be afflicted for 400 years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they 

serve. And afterwards they shall come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall 



go to your fathers in peace, and you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall 

come back here in the fourth generation. For the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

complete. And then God visually, uh, kind of moves through this covenant, these 

animals to. To seal the covenant. A covenant is just. It's an intense promise.

I just slept after the birth of our third child, Madeline

A good way to think of it. It's a contract. So God's established this, but he gives this 

picture of how all of this is going to play out in time. And the whole time Abram is 

sleeping. It's kind of like when, uh, the people that say, I have something to do with my 

own salvation are kind of like the people who say, we had a baby, right? There's no we 

having babies. Uh, I was really a strong, supportive father when, uh, our third was born. 

I think it was Madeline. And I just slept after the birth. I was there through the Birth. But I 

think I just slept. I got a headache. And it's a little bit. It was a really traumatic moment 

for me, you know. And so I go and I just lay down. I'm resting and, you know, Janice 

having to deal with changing the baby diapers and all those things. And I'm actually a 

relatively good dad. But in that moment, not. But we gave birth. No. Abram cannot say 

we delivered this promise. No, it is entirely God. Abram's asleep. He's in a deep sleep. 

This is a vision in the night. There's darkness all around him. And it's just God acting 

and God speaking. And God making. God is cutting this covenant. This is not Abram. 

This is all God. And this is when I talk about God being in control of things. This is. 

These are the passages that remind me that this is true. Our God is a sovereign God. 

That means he is in control of all things. There is nothing that is not in his control. And 

we can just rest in that. Why? He is our shield. He is our shield. Love that.



The Lord made a covenant with Abram in Genesis 15:18

Great promises through here. Abram's a passive participant in this. He cannot say, we 

did this. But the author is clear to say, on this day, verse 18, on that day, the Lord made 

a covenant with Abram. The Lord made a covenant with Abram. The Lord made a 

covenant with Abram. Abram received it from God. And in this covenant, he gives, uh, a 

promise similar to the others. There was peace in the other peace. Provision, protection. 

Remember, in this one, the Lord, as he's expanding this story, he talks about exile, 

affliction, provision and peace. Now, I don't know about you, but I love provision and I 

love peace. Not so much exile and affliction. But this is the story that God gives. This is 

the way this is all going to play out. When Abram is thinking, you know what? I'm going 

to have a son. And maybe like next week, Sarai will get pregnant. And then nine months 

later or so, we're gonna have a son. And then, uh, you know, maybe 15, 20, 25 years 

later, he's gonna have his first child. And then, uh, man, they're gonna be very 

prosperous. They're gonna have tons of grandchildren and great grandchildren. I'm 

gonna live a long time and I'm gonna be able to see. He's thinking like a 30, 40 year 

journey. God is talking about a 400 year
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journey. That is not all happiness skipping through the roses. It is exile. It's affliction and 

then provision and then peace. But God, in this passage is laying out clearly for Abram 

what the future will hold. This is passages like this that are the backing for, uh, what 

we'll see in Genesis chapter 20, where Abram is called a prophet. He's a prophet. Why? 

Because God is revealing to him what is going to happen in the future. Know for certain 

that your offspring will be sojourners. And they will be afflicted for 400 years a time in 

Egypt. Technically, 430 years afterwards, they'll come out and they'll come back into this 



land, back into the land of Canaan. We see this played out in future books. And Abram 

himself is going to die. He's going to be buried in a good old age. He's going to find 

peace. But in the fourth generation after, the people will come back. Now, what God is 

saying is that Abram, this story is bigger than you because you're not even going to see 

the land again. You're not going to see this great return. You're not going to see, uh, the 

fulfillment of all of these things. So you're going to have to trust that I'm going to fulfill 

my promise even after you die. And that's a big thing to grab, isn't it? It's one thing to 

wait a couple weeks to get a promise fulfilled. Abram is waiting literally forever. As far as 

his earthly life goes. How hard is it to trust God when you don't see the answer long 

term? In Abram's position in the middle of Genesis 15, is the process worth it? Is it 

worth waiting? Is it worth the struggle? Is it worth the delay, the frustration? I think this 

is where many of us live. We live in this moment of delay between promise made and 

promise kept. And this is a lesson we have to learn. God's people must learn to live with 

delay. We must learn to live with delay. But it's not just sitting around picking our ears 

and looking at the grass. No, we are thriving in the waiting. Why? Because we are 

actively waiting on the Lord God. God has made his promises. There's some type of 

waiting where you are sitting, waiting for something to come. Yet in the future. It's like 

you're waiting for a train to come. Do they have trains anymore? Yeah, you're waiting for 

a train to come, or you're waiting for a train to pass. If you're on the freight line train, 

you're waiting for a train. And you're just sitting and waiting. You're not doing anything. 

You're just kind of sitting. And if that train Was like, literally a lifetime long. You would 

just sit. Because some people think waiting is just sitting. But what if there is blessing in 

the waiting period between promise made and promise kept? What if life happens in 

the waiting where we are waiting for God, but yet we are actively pursuing and we are 

walking towards him, trusting that his promises are gonna be fulfilled, but we may never 

see? Would it be worth it to you if God never fulfills that promise? If in the middle, you 

were walking with God, you were helping others walk towards Christlikeness, and, uh, 



you were seeing fruit of an act of God, but you never got that promise fulfilled, would it 

be worth it for you? The answer should be yes. And maybe the answer isn't yes for you. 

Maybe the answer for you is I don't know or no. I cannot trust in a God if he does not 

answer this prayer right now. And I would say God would want you to learn his timing 

and learn his heart and trust his character. Because lots of joy can come out of the 

waiting. Lots of joy can come out of the waiting. Because the Christian has to learn to 

live in the delay. We have to. I don't like that. No, I don't either. I want to see things 

happen. Yes, I do, too. I want to just finish this, and I want all of this to be fixed. Yes.

In the middle, we are living faithfully. We're trusting God. We are 

pursuing God's glory in this world

But in the middle, we are living faithfully. We're glorifying God in what we do. We're 

going into the world and we're making a difference for him. We're allowing God's spirit 

to move in us and make us more like Jesus. We're, uh, engaging in peacemaking 

activity. We are pursuing God's glory in this world around us. We're waiting for him. Yes, 

but we're actively moving in the middle. We need God to teach us what this means for 

us so that we're not just people that wait. We are knowing God. We're trusting God. 

We're pursuing God. We're seeking after God, knowing that he has a plan that we may 

never see come to fruit. Fruition.
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But yet he's still trustworthy. He is still trustworthy.



Father, teach us to thrive in the waiting. I want us to be glorifying God 

while we're waiting

We end with the ask and the task. The ask is the thing that we ask. We pray together for 

this week. It may be something that you, some of the people you looked at earlier when 

we were praying, it may be that you're praying this for you and for them. We're praying 

this together as a church family this week. Father, teach us to thrive in the waiting. I 

don't want to be someone just sitting idly by do you, uh, I want to be active. I want to be 

pursuing him. I want to be more like Jesus each day. I want to be bringing other people 

into the process of doing that. I want to be with you going towards Christ likeness. I 

want us to be glorifying God while we're waiting for the promises to be fulfilled. Because 

the promise will be fulfilled. If God has made it. He will bring it to pass in his time, not 

yours.

We have the daunting task of taking ourselves out of the center of the 

universe

We have the daunting task of taking ourselves out of the center of the universe. 

Sometimes we just live there. We assume that everything revolves around me. I mean, 

not me, you. You're putting you in the position of me. Every one of us seems like we are 

the center at times. Don't take this wrong. You are so not important in the bigger 

scheme of things. God loves you. Yes. God has a plan for you. Yes. He has called you to 

a very particular purpose. Yes. But the world does not revolve around you. Does not 

revolve around your family or your career or this church, this building, this ministry. 

Doesn't revolve around anything necessarily happening in this lifetime except the glory 



of God in the lives of his people. Teach us to thrive in the waiting. God has great 

lessons to learn while we're in it. On this. Uh, I don't know if you realize this, but the 

textbooks you read in college are actually helpful. After I graduated from the University 

of Arizona, I started reading my textbooks. And, um, I had read them, but I didn't really 

read them. And I was reading them, and I was like, man, these are really good. I should 

take a class on this or something. They're super, super helpful. Don't wait till after 

graduation to realize how valuable the process is. Okay? Not education. I'm talking 

about life now. Don't wait. Oh, uh, man, I just want to go to heaven. So it'll all be. God 

has given you life now. Eternal life starts the moment of faith and that life is abundant. 

Don't wait till later to learn the joy of thriving in the waiting. Father, teach us to thrive in 

the waiting. The task is, uh, look to God with your questions. Uh, no doubt you have 

questions. Some of you may keep track of them, may write them in a journal, or you 

may put them on a note in your phone or something like that. Continue to ask the 

questions. Be honest. Live in a state of honesty with God in your prayer life and your 

questions with others. Don't be afraid to ask questions. Questions are great things 

because they reveal what's going on in our hearts. We Want to be truth tellers in the 

way we live, Be communicative with God. We've been talking about prayer for two years 

now. Are you praying more? Are you praying regularly? You can get in the app and pray 

for other people. You can post prayer requests in there. You can just spend time in 

prayer. But the way to interact with God on a regular basis, just communicate with them. 

Be honest, be truthful, communicate. And then the hardest of them all, be patient. Be 

patient. Abram had to wait decades for Isaac. We'll see falls off the rails a little bit in 

chapter 16. We'll see him come back faithfully in future chapters. But be patient. God, I 

need you. Fill me, give me endurance to take the next step while I'm waiting for your 

promises to be fulfilled. This is not, uh, this is not wasted time waiting. This is the life 

we're living, waiting for God to fulfill all of his promises. God is very, very good. He is 

trustworthy. Do not fear. He is your shield. Your reward will be very, very great. And we 



praise God for that. Let's pray. Gracious God, we thank you for your, uh, just your 

faithfulness. Thank you God, that in our questioning you don't push us away, but rather 

you embrace conversation. You draw us near to yourself. And I thank you God, that 

while we wait, you are perseverance in your commitment to us. I was reminded this 

morning, even in the lobby in conversation, that uh, even though I am faithless,
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you are always faithful because you cannot deny yourself. And so we rest in that, God, 

God, we rest in the fact that your promises made, whatever they might be, they will be 

fulfilled at time, time of your choosing. And we need your help to help us rest in the 

middle.

If you're in that middle, I want to pray for you

If you're here this morning and you're in that middle, I want to pray for you, particularly 

God. I pray for peace, for rest, for endurance. I pray God, that the burden of the waiting 

would not be overwhelming for these, but that you and your presence would show 

yourself in amazing ways this week. God, I pray that we who are not burdened by 

waiting in the moment. I pray that we would be not so self centered, but that we would 

look for opportunities to reach out and walk with those who are overwhelmed. You are 

faithful, God. You are steadfast. Your promises are new every day. Your faithfulness is 

proven every night. You will always do the things you've told us do to you were going to 

do. We believe that and we walk with you, God. Not just now, not just this week. We 

walk with you every day. Whether the promise is fulfilled in this lifetime or not. We walk 

every day. Why? Because we know the One who is coming. And he will come and set 



things right and he will make things new and he will restore all things. And we will 

forever experience what you created us to be. We can't wait for that day, Lord. In the 

meantime, help us to be faithful and true and patient and honest and communicative. 

And we want to do all these things for your glory, God, we thank you for this. In Christ's 

name, Amen.

Lori Lassen: Thank you for listening to today's episode. As a reminder, we are listener 

supported. So if you would like to support support the work that we're doing at uh, 

Rejoice Marriage Ministries and with the Fight for your marriage podcast, you can visit 

rejoiceministries.org or there will be a link in the show notes. And if you'd like to 

financially support the work we're doing, that would be a blessing. Thank you for joining 

us today. Until next time, keep fighting for your marriage.
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